Written: Zechariah 9:10-12 “Freedom & Peace from Our Savior King”

The 6t Sunday @ Pentecost: Proper 9
Sunday, July 5th, 2026 Independence Day Weekend
Text: Zechariah 9:10-12

19 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he
shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 1 As
for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, | will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Exegetical Statement

God’s chosen are called to rejoice greatly, because our Savior King has come to free us from slavery
to sin, death, and the devil. He came to do this on Palm Sunday, riding a servant animal because this
King came not to be served, but to serve as our Sacrifice for sin. In this way He brings salvation in
the form of victory over our worst enemies. The result is the end of hostility between us and our
sinful nature against the Creator God whose will we are called to follow yet following our sinful
nature refuse. We were bound as prisoners to our sinful nature, but by His sacrifice given to us by
faith we have been set free from that prison. Christ our King came to make peace between us and
the Father by reconciling us to Him, giving us the New Nature that desires to please our God. But
this text finds it's complete fulfillment on Jesus’ Last Day return when all sources of evil, war, and
opposition to Christ are broken and gone forever, and we live in total peace and security forever.
We will then see His absolute rule over all that is currently hidden from our eyes as His will is done
despite opposition from Satan. Until that day, His Spirit calls to us to return to the stronghold that is
Christ through our life lived out in repentant faith, as we hope in the Resurrection where all the we
have lost now will be restored double.

Focus Statement:

We enjoy some of the greatest temporal freedoms which are the right to free speech, and assemble
in worship of the God of our choosing without government interference. But the even greater
freedom we have is from our faith in Christ Jesus who came to break our slavery to our sinful
nature by taking the punishment we deserve by following it, and giving us the New Nature
implanted by the Spirit in conversion. We are free to live to please and serve our King who bought
us with His own blood, and serve our neighbor in love. He establishes peace with God now and
moves us to leave peaceably with others.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

People today lack a gratefulness for the blessings of temporal freedom we have. In a greater
sense we fail to understand the greater freedom we have in Christ: not freedom to sin but to
serve Him by serving others.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Follow the Spirit’s leading of the New Nature while continually breaking the bondage to the
sinful nature as He works through the means of grace. Know that Christ is ruling as King
even when it doesn’t look like it. As people of hope live and share His Gospel in hope that
others will join us in the eternal peace to come.

Subject Sentence: Christ freed us to enjoy true peace now and forever
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Introduction: Celebrating Temporal Freedom

I saw a news report last week saying a recent poll showed that 1 in 5 Americans said they
will not celebrate Independence Day over dissatisfaction with the current political climate,
national pessimism over what is going on in our country and the world, and because of the
polarization that politics is causing. As I reflected on this, I saw that all of these concerns
are valid problems in our country today. It seems they have always been, but perhaps not
to the extent they are today. But in the midst of this pessimism, perhaps what one should
celebrate is the freedom to disagree on the causes, disagree with what our president and
congress are doing, voice that disagreement in peaceable and orderly ways including our
voice at the ballot box, while still considering ourselves to be upstanding citizens of the
United States of America. There are countries in this world where voicing opposition to the
ruling power would get you put into prison or worse.

As Christians living in America, we should rejoice and give thanks for these rights that are
still protected by the Constitution: the right to free speech, to vote, to assemble peaceably,
and the right to worship the God of our choosing, not the religion mandated by the ruling
class. All these freedoms are gifts to us from our Heavenly Father through the founding
fathers who were moved to include the Bill of Rights as part of our Constitution.

Most of us would admit that our country and the way it governs us is not perfect, no
country is. Are we the country with the most freedom? I Googled this question and was
surprised by the answer, which was no, we are not. Examples of countries that, according
to Al, have more freedoms than us are Sweden, Scotland, and Austria. Among the freedoms
they grant to citizens that America does not are the right to roam, which grants citizens
public access to privately owned land for recreational purposes. That might sound good,
unless that land the public can access is your land, to be used and abused by those who
don’t respect private property. In that case, I'm thankful we are not as free as they are.

Our Temporal Freedom is Not Free

The freedom we have in this world is not free; it has a high cost. In the War for
Independence, it is estimated that 25,000 Americans died. Of these 6,800 died in battle
while 17,000 died from disease and exposure. There have been many wars following that
one in order for us to keep and secure that peace. The total number of American
Servicemen who have died fighting for our country is over 1.2 million. Whether the war
they fought in was rightly waged or not, these men and women answered the call to serve
and fought to defend their fellow servicemen in battle. This freedom we have to celebrate
this national holiday, or to choose not to celebrate, was paid for in part by the lives of
fellow citizens. But ultimately it is a gift from our Creator God, as are all good gifts we have,
and for that it is good, right, and salutary to give thanks to Him for the freedom we have
today.
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The True Freedom We Have in Christ

But we gather to celebrate a greater freedom that we all enjoy: the freedom that was won
for us by our Lord and Savior King, Christ Jesus. You have heard this before, but have you
ever stopped and pondered what it means to be “Free in Jesus Christ”?

In our Epistle Lesson Paul describes the spiritual condition of every believer alive on this
earth. We were born not free but enslaved to a sinful nature. This is the original sin we
inherited from Adam and Eve. It is our propensity to choose thoughts words and actions
that stand in opposition to what our Creator God would have us do, because rather than
serve Him, they serve our own selfish desires. Many Americans bristle at the thought that
there is a God who is the King to whom they are held accountable for the choices they make
in life. Those that proclaim “My Body, My Choice”, if they even recognize there is a God.
want one who will protect their right to live for themselves, but not one that demands they
live to serve and obey Him.

This truth not only makes them bristle, but it can make us bristle too. We too suffer from
enslavement to that sinful nature at times. God and His rules are okay so long as they are
not impeding our desire to please ourselves first and foremost. But God truly knows what
is best for us. When we live to serve ourselves, we invariably trample on the needs of
others. His will, expressed in the 10 Commandments, calls us to live in a way that is best,
most kind, and loving for others and for ourselves.

We might even agree with this in practice. But when it comes to God specifically calling us
not do to something, or to use our time, talents, and treasures for the good of others, we no
longer want to follow His commands. We are all curved in on ourselves and put ourselves
first, before Him and others. This is our enslavement to our sinful nature, and as Paul
points out every Christian, including Paul, fights against this daily.

But Jesus Christ is the King who rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday in fulfillment of the
prophetic word that is our Old Testament Lesson. He came to win the victory for us over
our enslavement to our sinful nature and to give us that victory now in our lives lived out
on this earth.

[t’s not a victory and freedom that could be won with conventional weapons. He came to
fight against enemies that are spiritual: that sinful nature of ours, and the one who fuels its
suggestive power-the devil, and to protect is from the eternal future the devil wants us to
join him in: eternal damnation. Jesus only weapon was Himself, the Word made Flesh. He
paid the price to break your enslavement to the sinful nature by offering Himself, His body
bruised and broken in your place, His blood paying the price your freedom costs. He took
from you the punishment due to you for all the times you choose to serve that sinful nature.
You are no longer beholding to it, no longer condemned by it.
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And His Spirit, through the Gospel Message of Jesus suffering, death, and resurrection,
brings to you a new nature, one installed in you by the Holy Spirit. This new nature, given
to you in baptism, looks to Jesus Christ and holds Him by faith as your loving Savior who
gave all He had to make you His own. This nature lives to love and worship your Savior
King and serve Him now and forever.

Victory Won but the Battle Rages On

Through faith in Christ the victory has been won and our place before Him now and for
eternity is assured according to that faith. That victory is not to be free from a king, but to
be free to worship the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and live under His loving and
gracious rule, believing He serves and protects us as He knows best.

But as Paul points out the battle still rages on: the battle between our new nature that
wants to serve Christ and our sinful nature that wants to serve ourselves. This is a battle
that will continue in your life and mine as long as we live upon this earth. In funerals I often
speak of a date referred to as “Entered the Church Militant”, which is the date of the
deceased, baptism. This is the date when the Holy Spirit came and installed in them that
new nature. From then on, the battle between the two nature rages, hence the term
“Church Militant”.

But we do not fight alone. That New Nature that the Spirit brings is empowered and
encouraged by Him through the means of grace. The Spirit works to show us those times
we follow the bidding of our sinful nature, which always opposes God’s will for us. He
points to it, convicts us that it opposes the God who loves us, our hearts break, and He turns
us to the Savior and His sacrifice on the cross to free us from being enslaved to this nature.
In love our Savior welcomes us into His arms, forgiven and restored.

This is the daily battle of the Christian and the way in which our Savior King continues to
give to us and apply to our lives His victory over our sinful nature, and over the devil who
tries to use that nature to separate us from our Savior, and send us to his eternal
destination. But the good news in all this is that Christ has won the victory, as witnessed by
His resurrection. And He makes that victory ours by faith.

Our King’s Rule and Peace Now and Into Eternity

This King who rode into Jerusalem is still ruling over all things and people. But He does so
in a way that is hidden from our understanding. This King doesn’t work in the way we
might expect or desire Him to. He allows Satan and evil to cause problems in this world, in
a manner similar to how He allows our sinful selfish nature to have its way at times. Even
so, He is ruling, and His victory will be revealed completely at the end.
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He comes to establish lasting peace between us and the Father. And when we live at peace
with the God who rules over all things we can begin to live in peace with one another. But
that peace is not with all people, as we learned last Sunday. Those who do notlive in peace
with the Father will not always be peaceful toward those who stand with the God with
whom they are living in rebellion. But Jesus came to offer them the same Peace He offers to
us too. And that Peace comes to them the same way it came to you and me, through the
Gospel of Peace by which the Holy Spirit creates in them the New Nature you and I share.
We are united with each other through that New Nature and the Spirit who creates and
keeps it alive. We are all a part of Christ’s body, the Church. A body that is at war with itself
is a dying body. But in Christ, although we are not the same, we are all a part of His body
and all share in His peace.

Zechariah 9:10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the
nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth?

But what about that peace that our Old Testament Lesson describes? Partial fulfillment is
the spiritual peace with the Father that our Victorious Savior King brings to all who believe.
But there is a greater fulfillment yet to come.

The greater fulfillment will be delivered when our King of Kings and Lord of Lords returns
on the Last Day. When He returns, the source of all evil: the devil and his demons, will be
banished from our presence forever. And all those who chose to align themselves with the
devil by refusing the gift of grace that comes to all in the Gospel will follow their master, the
devil, into eternal damnation.

But you and I will be welcomed into a world the likes of which we have never experienced.
In the New Heavens and New Earth all of the implements and means we have of making
war with each other will be permanently destroyed, never to be rebuilt. There will be no
more wars, no more fighting, no more disagreements, no more hate, no more sin, no more
death. The wars and battles, fights and disagreements we with each other now will never
occur again. We will live in perfect peace that comes from perfectly demonstrating Jesus’
sacrificial and unconditional love for Him and for one another. We will love one another
just as Jesus loves us.

And that war that rages within us now, the war of the sinful nature against our New Nature
will be over forever. That sinful nature will be gone from you, from me, from all who join us
in eternal life. That is the perfect peace our Savior King came to earn for us and give to us in
full on the Last Day.
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Conclusion

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the King of Peace who brings freedom for all who
believe. He has blessed us with the freedoms we have as citizens of the United States to
enjoy peace with one another. And He has established the freedoms we have, some of
which are the right to free speech in order that we might share His message of grace that is
the Gospel Message which brings to all people freedom from enslavement to the sinful
nature, and true spiritual peace with God and one another. He has given us the freedom to
assemble and worship Him according to the truth from Scripture that we hold fast to as
Lutheran Christians. And through this truth proclaimed in Law and Gospel, His Spirit builds
us up in our faith toward Christ, continues to break the power of that sinful nature, and
strengthens and grows the power of the New Nature and it’s control over our thoughts,
words, and actions through the working of the Spirit.

Let us pray: We thank and bless You, Lord our God, our Savior King, for all the freedoms of
body and soul You have given us here in this place. Move us to take advantage of them to
serve You and one another for as long as we continue to have them. Keep us always focused
on You. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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