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Written Copy: Memorial Sermon for Dale Norrington, John 14:3-6 
May 15th, 2026, 11:00 AM 

  

Text: John 14:3-6 
3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 
4 
And you know the way to where I am going." 

5 
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?" 
6 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Exegetical Statement  

Jesus has revealed to His disciples that He will be leaving them in death. Naturally they are very 

troubled by this news, the One in whom they put their hopes and dreams was not supposed to die, 

but live and rule over the restored Davidic Kingdom in Jerusalem. So Jesus comes to them with 

words of comfort: this is not the end, but the door that opens to an eternal kingdom. Through their 

faith and trust in God the Father and in Him, there is no reason to allow their hearts to be troubled. 

His suffering and death is how He will prepare a place, a permanent dwelling for them to always be 

with Him and the Father, starting now and continuing on to eternity. They are worried because they 

don’t know the way to this place He is preparing. But Jesus has already given them the way by faith 

in Him. It is through faith in Him and His atoning sacrifice and resurrection that we are provided 

with the only door that opens to the Father. He and His promises are the Truth we are to hang on to 

by faith. And because He is the source of life now, He is the one who also gives to all who believe in 

Him life with Him now that stretches out for eternity.   

Focus Statement: 

Jesus has come to be your way to an eternity with Dale, and even better with the Savior in 
whom he entrusted his life. Jesus perfect life, atoning sacrificial death, and resurrection, 
mad yours by faith, is the only way to God’s eternal presence where Dale is now and will be. 
His words of promise are the truth Dale based his life on. And by that faith He gives in 
baptism we are restored to a life with our Savior now that doesn’t end in death, but opens 
to an eternity of fellowship with Dale, and the Lord God who out of love desires you to be 
there with Dale and with Him.  

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:  

For a person as unique, funny, and loving as Dale, we want more time with him. But 

he was taken from us in death. And as sinful human beings, we don’t have the power 

to open the door to spend eternity with him in God’s place of perfection. The only 

way we can find on our own is to eternal separation from him and from God. 

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Hold fast to the faith being given in Jesus as the Way, Truth, and Life through the 

work of the Holy Spirit in the means of grace, where you will find the support and 

love of fellow Christians to move through this time of grief.  

Subject Sentence: The way to an eternity with Dale is through Jesus 
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Introduction: How Special Dale Was 

Dale Norrington was someone very special to many people; to those of you who knew him 

as a member of Lamb of God, and Redeemer Lutheran Church before that, and those whom 

he bowled with on a bowling league. But he was even more special and loved by his family: 

by his wife Lori, his three daughters: Ashley, Aimee, and Allison, and their families, 

especially his grandchildren. He loved to do puzzles with them. I have one of them he and 

Dameon put together of Noah’s Ark hanging in my office.  

Ashley fondly remembers the bowling tournament trips she would go on with him. Now 

you might think that was to see him throw a 300 game. But do you know the real reason he 

was trying to do that? It was to earn money to pay for all the quarters for the vending 

machine she would beg off him. 

Aimee remembers going fishing with him on Lake Fenton with their dog Reba, when the 

motor quit out in the middle of the lake. They were able to get the boat back to shore, and 

Aimee got to experience how cold Lake Fenton is in the Fall. 

Dale was known for his sense of humor, he loved to make people laugh, even the nurses 

who came to care for him in hospice.  He could find humor even in the most somber of 

circumstances. Allison said he told her that when it came time for him to be cremated that 

they should hide popcorn kernels all over him to give the crematory some excitement, or 

that they should put his ashes in one of those hourglasses so that he could still be a part of 

game night.  

All three girls learned not to challenge him to try to embarrass them when they were out in 

public together. When each of the girls graduated high school, and their names were 

announced, they knew dad was in the crowd when they heard him bark like a dog. And 

when they would bring boys home to meet him, he would tell them, “I’m not afraid to go 

back to jail.” And “My weapon of choice is not a gun, but a knife so I can make you suffer 

longer.” 

He was always proud of his girls and never gave up on them even when they were 

struggling through the issues of being teenagers and young adults. Aime said that it was 

because of her dad’s continued support for her that she was able to turn her life around.  

But most of all he loved Lori, his wife. He worked hard to take care of her. She was a good 

match for him because she filled the roll of being the tough one because he was the softie. 

One time in the store when they were shortchanged by the cashier it was Lori who had to 

put her foot down and insists the change back was wrong. Dale just stood back and 

commented that if he were them, he wouldn’t mess with her. For her part she exercised 

great patience with him as his antics often embarrassed her in public. And it was hard to 

get him in and out of the store because everywhere they went it seemed as if he knew 

somebody.  
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When he entered hospice, he told his family that he was not afraid to die, the only thing he 

was worried about was Lori. He charged his children to take care of her. And you guys are 

wonderfully living up to his wishes.  

When that final day came, I was able to give him communion. When we started, I wasn’t 

quite sure he was with it enough for me to do so, until I asked him if he believed he was 

receiving the body and blood of his Savior with the bread and the wine. He shook his head 

yes, then began acting out taking the host into his hand and putting it in his mouth. He hung 

on to life for a while after we finished, so some of the girls went out to pick up pizza. Dale 

waited for everyone to return, and then as his family was gathered around him, his soul 

went to be with Jesus. 

Why Dale Had No Fear of Death 

Why was it that Dale could say he had no fear of death? Because his faith rested in the 

promises that Jesus gave in our Gospel Lesson.  

John 14:1-2 1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In 

my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going to prepare a place for you? 

Dale knew that for those who did not believe in God and did not believe in Jesus there was 

good reason for their hearts to be troubled, especially as death approached. Those rooms in 

the Father’s house are not something you and I can earn. There’s not enough money, not 

enough good thoughts, words, or actions to pay your way in. As special as Dale was, he 

could not earn a place with the Heavenly Father. Instead, what all human beings earn is not 

a place with the Heavenly Father, but a place of eternal torment: physical, emotional, and 

spiritual torment that never ends, and there is no break from it, not even for sleep. And it 

goes on and on forever.  

But Dale’s faith rested on Jesus’ promise that He had earned a place for him with the 

Heavenly Father. Jesus paid the price for Dale, and you, and for me, so that we might have 

one of those rooms in the Father’s house. Jesus did that when He went to the cross to suffer 

and die. Jesus took with Him to the cross all those things that would send us to eternal 

suffering: all the thoughts, words, and actions that stand contrary to how God would have 

us live: all the ways instead of making Him the most important thing in our lives, we make 

ourselves most important.  

But on the cross Jesus put your first by taking the pain and punishment for all those ways 

you disobey, all those sins you and I commit. God no longer holds them against you because 

Jesus suffered for you in your place. He did that willingly, out of the greatest kind of love, 

the love He has for Dale, the love He has for you and me.  
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John 14:3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to 

myself, so that where I am you may be also 

We can believe this because just as He promised He came back from death, back from the 

grave. He rose again on the third day and appeared to His disciples, and to more than 500 

eyewitnesses at one time.  

Unfortunately, you and I and Dale were not there. So, He sent the Holy Spirit to testify to 

the truth of His sacrifice for your sins and His resurrection from death. The Holy Spirit 

comes to do the work that Jesus started of taking you to be with Him when He came to you 

in your baptism. And He keeps coming to you whenever you hear this Gospel message of 

Jesus death and resurrection to forgive your sins and open the door to that place with the 

Heavenly Father, all through the faith He works in your heart and is at work to strengthen.  

The Holy Spirit is the reason Dale could confess he believed in the Father and the Son, His 

Lord Jesus Christ. And that faith was the reason he could dismiss all worries about dying, 

because He knew whenever the time came for him to leave his body in death, he knew 

where he was headed.  

Jesus made sure of that when he sent Pastor Hensler to visit him several weeks before the 

end came. Everyone had gone out on an errand, so it was just Pastor Hensler and Dale. Dale 

asked Pastor Hensler questions that had been troubling him about what happens when we 

die, and Pastor Hensler shared with Him some good news.  

Where Dale, and You, and I Are Headed 

What happened to Dale that moment that His body died? While his body ceased to function, 

his soul did not. His soul left this world behind and went to be in the presence of Jesus. We 

like to call this heaven. But just keep in mind heaven and Jesus’ presence is not a location 

here in this world, or anywhere in this universe. Heaven is outside of all of that. It’s a reality 

that we can’t imagine because we’ve never been outside this world of time and space.  

Dale’s soul is at rest and peace in the arms of Jesus. He is not bowling or playing cards with 

other friends who have passed on. They have no body to do any of those things, not yet 

anyway. All who died believing in God the Father and in Jesus as their Lord and Savior are 

at rest and at peace, patiently waiting for what is to come.  

What are they waiting for? What is called the Last Day, because when that day comes there 

will be no more days left for anyone to live on this earth, in this universe. On that day what 

Paul talked about in our Epistle Lesson will become reality.  
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1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 15 For we say this to you by a word from the Lord: We who 

are still alive at the Lord’s coming will certainly not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are still alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

On this Last Day Jesus will return, not in secret, but in all His glory for all to see. He’ll return 

with a shout, the booming voice of an archangel, and the trumpet of God sounded to 

celebrate the complete victory that Jesus returns to bestow upon all who believe in Him.  

The souls of all those who died in faith will return with Him, to continue to be with Him just 

as He promised. Except now they will be with Him not just as a disembodied soul. Jesus will 

raise up their bodies from the grave and make them brand new, healthier than they ever 

were in their lives on this earth. They will be made perfect body and soul with all the 

ailments that troubled them in life gone forever. Gone as well will be those sinful and 

selfish desires and wants that plagued them and us in this life.  

And what if you and I are alive when that day comes? If you believe in God the Father and 

in Jesus Christ than you too will be made new, body and soul. We will be there before the 

presence of Jesus in all His glory, united with all those who have died before us. And as Paul 

says “and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

And where is that? Not up in the clouds, but in the Father’s eternal home that Jesus 

prepared for you. Eternal life in the New Heaven and New Earth. The earth restored to the 

perfection of the original creation, when all things in nature and on earth worked to supply 

all that was needed for humankind. In that place you will have no needs or wants that are 

unmet. 

You will have a body, and it will be a perfect body to do all kinds of things. There you will 

be able to go bowling with Dale and do all the activities you loved to do with him. And we 

will all live together in Jesus’ presence where sickness, hatred, crime, war, and death will be 

no more. That’s what Dale is patiently waiting for. How about you? 
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Conclusion: Where Will You Be? 

John 14:3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to 

myself, so that where I am you may be also 

When that Last Day comes, where will you be? Dale loved spending time with you in this 

world. He would love to spend eternity with you. Even more so Jesus would love to spend 

eternity with you and Dale. And Jesus has done everything necessary to prepare you to be 

with Him forever. His death and resurrection opened the door for you to live with Him now 

by faith just as Dale did in his life on this earth. The Holy Spirit is Jesus coming to you right 

now so that you can be with Him as Dale was. And when it is your time, Jesus angels will 

take you to be where He is, where Dale is, all in preparation for eternal life to come.  

The only way to that eternity is through faith in Jesus. May you share the faith that Dale 

had, faith in Jesus now as your Lord and Savior, so that you live with Him now and all the 

way to eternal life to come. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 


