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Written Copy: Matthew 9:36-38 “Are You Calling Me?” 
The 3rd Sunday @ Pentecost: Proper 6 

Sunday, June 14th, 2026 

Text: Matthew 9:36-38 
36 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 

37 
Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; 
38 

therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."  

Exegetical Statement 

As Jesus journeys about doing ministry in Galilee, He is struck in His heart concerning the spiritual 
condition of the people who are harassed, downcast, feeling hopeless, and lack spiritual leadership 
pointing them to God’s grace and forgiveness and instead shoving the law upon them. He first calls 
the attention of the large group of followers to the situation, people are ready to hear the kingdom 
message, yet there is a great need for preachers to share it. So, He invites them to earnestly request 
that the Father sends workers to preach that message. Then as the God-Man He answers that 
prayer request by selecting 12 men and calling them into special apostolic ministry. They receive 
authority and power from Him to authoritatively preach that kingdom message and show it comes 
from God Himself through the same miraculous work of healing and casting out of demons that 
Jesus has been doing. They are to trust that Jesus will provide their needs through the people they 
minister to. The peace of God will go out from them to all who hear and believe. But to those who 
reject the message, instead of God’s peace they will be headed for eternal destruction. They will 
encounter resistance and persecution, so they are to be shrewd and not place their trust in men, but 
at the same time remain innocent as doves, not responding to sinful behavior with the like. When 
they are brought before ruling powers, this is their chance to witness the Gospel to them, and the 
Holy Spirit will provide the words and witness they need, so they needn’t be afraid.  

Focus Statement: 

Our call to share the Gospel should come not from reluctant hearts moved by the law only, but from 

hearts filled with Christ’s compassion for the lost, the same sacrificial and unconditional love and 

compassion that made Him sacrifice everything to save me, who had nothing to offer Him, yet is 

declared to be in right standing through the kingdom message planted in my heart by faith. 

Declared to be free from His wrath over my sinful mistakes and unwillingness by repentant faith, I 

am moved by the same love He has given to me to share His kingdom message with others.  

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:   

We are reluctant to answer Jesus’ call to the ministry of evangelism seeing it as a work we 

are unprepared for, someone else’s job, and lack the sense of urgency. Someone else better 

than me can do it. We fear that it may cost us time, talents, treasures.  

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Through His love and vision, we see those He brings before us as we once were, sheep 

without a shepherd, lost and enslaved by sin, desperately needing the kingdom message we 

have to share to avoid eternal damnation.  

Subject Sentence: Jesus Calls You through His love to share His message 
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Introduction: The Art of Making Excuses 

It’s an art form we learn and master at an early age, the art of making excuses. Remember 

what it was like raising your children or dealing with your grandchildren. If you haven’t 

been blessed with them, remember what you were like when you were a child.  

What are some of the bests of them? Number One: “I forgot”. While with children and 

adults this could actually be true, it speaks of the fact that your child may not have 

considered your instructions to be important enough to take seriously.  

Number Two: “It’s not my turn. I had to do it last time”. Especially effective when you 

have two or more kids. The amazing thing is that they all believe they did it last time and 

it’s not their turn now. Connected with this is “I always have to do it, and he/she never 

does”, followed by “It’s not fair”.  

Number Three is “I didn’t do it”, spoken when you walk into a room and find someone has 

drawn with permanent marker on the wall. It’s like a miraculous sign has occurred, the 

drawing appeared out of nowhere, or perhaps by the hand of God. It is related to Number 

Four “I did it already”, said in the hope that you will take the truthfulness at face value and 

not check any further.  

Number Five is “I have to do this first”. This is a favorite one of my granddaughter Natalie 

when it’s time for bed. It’s amazing the list of things she sees as necessary before she gets 

tucked in. She has to find a certain stuffed animal and then she decides that one’s not the 

right one and has to search for another. Then everyone who is not tucking her in needs to 

get a goodnight kiss at least once, if not more, including the dogs. Then there are a certain 

number of books that must be read, and the number keeps on growing. The door must be 

left open just the right amount. Then there are instructions as to who should wake her up 

in the morning, or sometimes she is supposed to come down by herself.  

If all else fails or if none of those apply then she falls back on Number Six: “I don’t wanna!” 

A scowl will appear on her face, her arms will be crossed, and she will turn and walk away. 

What happens when we impress upon her that “I don’t wanna!” is not a valid excuse in this 

instance? Loud gut-wrenching crying and tears.  

Excuses We Make for Not Doing Evangelism 

What was your favorite go-to excuse when you were growing up? What is your favorite one 

now? After all the art of making excuses doesn’t go away with the end of our childhood.  
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How about when it comes to the call to do Evangelism? When you hear that term does it 

conjure up negative feelings and fears? Because of the emotional weight that term carries 

in the past I’ve shied away from using that word in favor of other words and phrases such 

as “Missions”, or “The Work of the Church”. But the term “Evangelism” best fits what Jesus 

calls His Church to do. Evangelism is the act of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ for 

the purpose of sharing our faith with others. It comes from the Greek word that means “to 

share the Good News, and well as the Greek Noun translated into English as “The Gospel” 

So how do we sometimes react when the call goes out to the Church and its members to do 

the work of Evangelism and sharing the Gospel? How do you react when a 

Fellowship/Mission event is on the horizon and we are seeking help? (Truly any Fellowship 

event we do should also have the opportunity for Mission/Evangelism as we invite others 

to join us). How do you react when you hear that each one of us in our daily life is called to 

share the Gospel? 

Which excuse is your “go to” excuse? “I always have to do it, let someone else step up 

and do it.” Unfortunately, in any church, including this one, the same smaller group of 

people are the ones we have to count on to do the majority of the work. But where in 

Scripture does Jesus say that Evangelism is a one and done event; do it once and you’re off 

the hook for a while? 

How about “I don’t have time right now”. That could be true. We do have busy lives; and 

some are busier than others. Connected to that would be “I can’t afford to support the 

Church or it’s Evangelism work.” Doing the work of Evangelism is often not easy and can 

require a sacrifice of your time, talents, and treasures. But who is the source and giver of 

your time, your talents, and your treasures? Our Lord gives to each of us over and above 

what we need so that we can share with others. Sometimes that means we have to sacrifice 

what we want.  

The Apostle Paul speaks of the place in the Christians life for making sacrifices in Romans 

12:1 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true 

worship. God doesn’t require back all of what He gives you for His work being done by the 

Church. But when we do make a sacrifice of our time, or our talents, or our treasures, doing 

so out of love and obedience to Him, it is an act of worship. We demonstrate to ourselves 

and others that God is more important than us and our desires. 

Finally, there is this excuse: “That’s not my job”. People see the work of Evangelism as 

being solely the work of missionaries, or pastors, or specially gifted Church members.  
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Now it is true that the work these 12 Disciples are being called to do in our Gospel Lesson is 

not exactly your call or mission. Jesus says here in Matthew 9:37-38 37 Then he said to 

his disciples, “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, pray to 

the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.” He is addressing the 

large group of people who have been following Him, listening to Him teach and preach and 

watching Him heal, asking them to pray about this. So should we. But then, out of this large 

group He calls 12 men to do more, to do the work of Apostles: those specially 

commissioned and empowered to do the same work Jesus has been doing, empowered by 

Him to do supernatural work through His authority and power. These men would go on to 

be the Apostles of the New Testament Church, an office that was needed at the beginning of 

the Church’s mission to the Gentiles but was not renewed in successive generations of 

believers.  

You are not called to miraculously heal or cast out demons. Jesus has not given you that 

kind of authority or responsibility. But what is the Holy Spirit saying to you and me in 1 

Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any time to 

give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you”? Giving 

a defense is witnessing your faith. And from our Gospel Lesson from Trinity Sunday 

Matthew 28:19-20 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 

observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age. This was first commanded of the Twelve who would soon be doing the 

work of Apostles. But if this command ended with them, there would’ve been no more 

baptisms after they died, and the Church would’ve died along with their generation. These 

marching orders are for us too, which is one of the reasons He gave you the Holy Spirit in 

your baptism, to gift and empower you to do this work wherever you may be going in your 

life.  

What Should My Reason Be for Helping with Evangelism? 

It’s clear from Scripture that Christ calls us to do the work of Evangelism: to have a part in 

sharing the Gospel. And any reason we might come up with to not do this is just an excuse.  

So, what should be my reason for sharing my faith? What should be my heart’s attitude? It 

should be the same reason Jesus gives in Matthew 9:36-38 36 When he saw the crowds, 

he felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dejected, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant, but the 

workers are few. 38 Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers 

into his harvest.” It’s the compassion and love of Jesus Christ our Lord that should be our 

motivating factor in sharing our faith with others. 
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It’s the same love and compassion that Jesus has for you. He saw the kind of life you were 

born into, a life without Him. A life where you are ruled by your desire to please yourself, a 

desire that is never fully satisfied. A life where you must be the end all be all for any and 

every problem that arises, only to find that there are problems you don’t have the answer 

for like serious illness and death. A life where the only way to please God would be through 

obedience and good works, but because of your continued disobedience there aren’t 

enough good works to earn His favor. He saw you distressed and dejected, enslaved to sin 

death, and the devil, without a shepherd, without a Savior. So, He came to be both Savior 

and Shepherd for you. 

He performed the ultimate good work, giving the ultimate sacrifice of love for you by 

suffering and dying in your place. You didn’t deserve it, you couldn’t earn it, you were an 

enemy of God, yet He gave all that He had to save you and make you His own. That is the 

gift of grace that came from His heart, a heart filled with love for you, sacrificial and 

unconditional love. He earned it and sent His Holy Spirit to deliver it to you through the 

Gospel and Holy Baptism. He did all that because He couldn’t stand the thought of you 

being lost forever. You are His precious treasure that He loves more than words can 

describe.  

He has that love not just for you, but for all those around you who are lost like sheep 

without a shepherd, harassed, battered and beaten down by sin, the world, and their own 

selfish desires; being helpless to truly help themselves. He wants to save them too, just as 

much as He wanted to save you. Along with His gift of love that comes with the faith created 

in our hearts, He gives us His eyes to see others as He sees them. Without the Spirit’s work 

we may see them with indifference, or with animosity, or with suspicion because they don’t 

look like us, dress like us, talk like us. But through the Spirit’s work we can begin to see 

them as Jesus sees them: lost sheep in need of Him, the Good Shepherd. 

What Part Do I Have in the Work of Evangelism 

With a heart moved by Jesus’ love for others, the next question is, what part do I personally 

have in His work to reach lost souls by sharing the Gospel Message? Most of you are not 

called to be missionaries, or Pastors, or Teachers of the faith. But you are called to do your 

part in sharing your faith.  

Look at the gifts and talents you’ve been given. How could they be a blessing to someone 

else? Look around you with Jesus’ eyes. Who might be in need of what you have to offer? As 

you share your time, talents, and treasures as a sacrificial gift of love, look for opportunities 

to share your faith; opportunities that come in the form of a question like, “Why are you 

helping me with this?” “What makes you so happy to be doing this?”  
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Who are the people the Holy Spirit is leading you to as you go about your daily life? Ask 

them what is going on, not just as a way to greet them, but ask them what is really going on, 

what is really troubling them. Do a lot of listening. Don’t be too quick to share the troubles 

you have had, which you see as greater. Validate their pain or frustration as being real for 

them. Ask if you can pray for them, the reason being you have a loving Savior who helps 

you through all your troubles.  

Join with your brothers and sisters in Christ here at Lamb of God with the work that Jesus 

is doing through us as His Church. Volunteer to help with the planning of events, especially 

those that we can invite others outside the Church to attend with us. Help by using your 

gifts and talents to make these events happen including set up, tear down, advertising on 

your Facebook page, and especially inviting people to come with you as you attend. Then 

start up a conversation with them that could lead to you sharing your faith.  

Support the Church reaching out into the Community by supporting Franklin Avenue 

Mission with your time, talents, and treasures. Support the Flint Pregnancy Resource 

Center’s Baby Bottle Drive. Support the mission and work of Lamb of God through your 

tithes and offerings, a portion of which goes to support Franklin Avenue Mission, Love INC. 

and the Michigan District’s Mission work here and abroad.  

Conclusion 

You and I are called to be a part of Jesus Evangelism work individually and as a member of 

His Church. It’s not easy, it can feel scary, and we can come up with many excuses why we 

shouldn’t. But thanks be to God that someone in your life thought it important enough to 

bring you to Church and see that you were baptized. What was behind the work of that 

person? Jesus Christ and His love and compassion for you who were like harassed, helpless, 

bruised, and battered lost sheep. Through the eyes of faith He gives you, look for others 

who are as you once were. And know that when you give an excuse, and the guilt comes, 

you are forgiven by that same sacrificial and unconditional love that He still has for you; 

today, tomorrow, and for eternity. Amen 


