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Text: Matthew 9:11-13

' And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?" *? But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, 'l desire mercy, and not
sacrifice.' For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners."

Exegetical Statement

Jesus came purposefully to call Matthew to be one of His disciples. Mattew was unworthy, but that
didn’t stop Jesus. His call made Matthew worthy as it included the faith necessary for Matthew to
see Jesus as His Lord and Savior. Jesus came to call other tax collectors, as well as those whose
lifestyle was outside obedience to the laws of Moses, those whom the Pharisees considered to be
beyond God'’s desire to forgive and save since they didn’t even attempt to keep the laws of Moses as
they did. These Pharisees considered themselves to be in right standing because of all the effort
they put into keeping the laws of Moses perfectly, going so far as to also observe man-made laws
designed to keep them from breaking Moses’ laws. But by their focus on the law and their lack of
love and mercy for others they were just as infected with the illness of sin as those they deemed
unworthy. Jesus came for all of them, eating with them, witnessing to them, even the Pharisees, so
that all might know Him as the one who has the cure for the sickness of sin that leads to eternal
death and damnation.

Focus Statement:

All human beings miss the mark of perfection that our Holy God demands of His Creation.
But Jesus came to hit the mark of perfection for us in His perfect life of love and obedience
to the Father, and selfless love for others. He gives that perfect life to us as His gift of grace
through faith, taking the punishment for all the ways we intentionally and unintentionally
miss the mark of perfection in His suffering and death. Through continued forgiveness of
our failures, He helps us keep shooting arrows of obedience to God and love for fellow man.
He works in us to get closer to the bullseye, knowing perfection will come as His gift to us
in the Resurrection.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

We can see ourselves as one of the tax collectors and sinners who are judged unworthy of
forgiveness. We can see ourselves like the Pharisees as one who is more deserving because
of our attempts to obey God make us better than those who don'’t try as hard.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Keep working with the Spirit through repentant faith, shooting arrows of service
toward God and love for fellow man, remembering we all miss the mark of
perfection but are declared to be in right standing with God by faith alone.

Subject Sentence: Jesus hit the Bullseye of perfection for all
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Introduction: What Kind of a Man Was Matthew?

Picture this tax collector that is a main character in our Gospel Lesson. What kind of a man
do you see? What kind of a man do you think he was?

The Gospels don’t give us a lot of information about him. We know that he was not only
called by His Greek name: Matthew, but was sometimes referred to by his Jewish name:
Levi. And we know him to be a tax collector. But really, what does that mean?

Those of you who have seen The Chosen, the historical dramatic television series
somewhat loosely based on the Scriptures, you perhaps think of Matthew according to the
actor that plays him. He is cast as a socially awkward young man who is brilliant with
numbers and is somewhere on the autism spectrum. He is a loner who shunned by his
fellow man, along with his family, without many friends except the Roman soldier assigned
to guard him, and a dog that he adopts. He doesn’t seem to be especially evil in character.
He does refuse to cut Peter a break with taxes owed, but mainly because he needs to fulfill
the orders he’s been given to collect the appropriate amount of taxes for fear he might
incur the wrath of his superiors and lose his job. In all this one could almost feel sorry for
him.

Trouble is much of that is not supported by the Bible or by what we do know culturally
about tax collectors. To be the tax collector for the city of Capernaum Matthew would’ve
had to bid on the position and would be chosen because he was the highest bidder. This
would mean he either came from wealth, so that he could put out the necessary money to
the authorities, or he had to take out a loan. If it was a loan, he not only has to pay back the
amount, but also the interest, which could be quite high. Either way there is only one way
to collect the funds to get back the money he bid and pay off the loan, along with make a
living, and that would be at the expense of his fellow Jews.

The heart being as it is, the love of wealth is a temptation for many of us. Given the power
to charge people more money than Rome mandated to be collected, and given the fact that
no matter how much he charges the people are going to hate him for collecting their hard
earned money to give to the hated occupying force, what's to stop him from collecting as
much as he can off the backs of his fellow countrymen?

In the Gospel account we see Matthew having a dinner in which there are many other tax
collectors and sinners invited. This would mean that he knows them socially. It could also
mean that they share a lot in common, sharing their likes and values. Given all this, perhaps
Matthew the tax collector in his life before Jesus called him was not someone we should be
so quick to feel sorry for.
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What Kind of People Were Those “Sinners”?

What about those people invited to Matthew’s house that the Pharisees call “sinners”?
What kind of people might they be?

Seeing how many of the Jews looked up to the Pharisees, they probably didn’t consider
everyone who was not one of their group to be a sinner. So, who did they consider a
“sinner” to be? Someone who lived with no regard for the Laws of Moses and were making
no attempt to keep them. They didn’t attend the required festivals in Jerusalem, didn’t go to
the synagogue regularly, or worked on the Sabbath. Some probably had vocations that most
of the Jewish society would find odious like prostitution or being a traitor to their
countrymen like the tax collectors were. Or they had given up Jewish customs to live like
the Greco-Roman culture around them.

What Kind of Person Was a Pharisee?

What about the Pharisees? What kind of men were they? They definitely saw themselves as
being better than the rest of society. Why? Because they made a great effort at obeying the
Laws of Moses. They not only kept those laws, but a myriad of other man-made rules that
acted like a protective hedge to keep them from violating God’s Laws, at least in their
opinion. Because they did this, they believed they were in right standing with God, keeping
His laws and being blood relation to Abraham. They believed that God loved them more
than most others because of their faithfulness to His laws.

They would say He definitely loved them more than those tax collectors and sinners who
blatantly lived contrary to God’s word and will. They saw tax collectors and sinners as
being outside of God’s care and salvation. They were like lepers to be avoided lest some of
their sinfulness rub off on them and make them unclean. That being said, you can
understand their offense with Jesus, claiming to be a teacher from God and yet hanging out
and eating with this sordid crowd.

What Kind of Person Are You and 1

Given all that, what kind of person are you? What kind of person am 1?

Do you ever consider yourself to be a modern-day tax collector? Probably not. Yet do we as
Americans find ourselves loving wealth and possessions more than we should? Do you ever
see yourself as a Pharisee? Probably not. But do we ever consider others to be worse
sinners than ourselves because their sins are more odious than our own; theirs being great
sins and ours being less offensive? Do we ever see others as not worthy of our time, talents,
and treasures? Do we ever refuse to forgive some people because we’ve become convinced
in the back of our mind that God probably doesn’t really forgive them for what they've
done, so why should we?
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What Does It Mean That We Are Sinners?

What kind of person are we? Well, we confessed that at the beginning of our worship
service; we are poor miserable sinners, just not as bad as those who do really awful sins
like murder, or adultery, or embezzlement, right?

The Greek word that is translated as sin literally means “to miss the mark of perfection”
Think of a bullseye target. Our God is a perfect and Holy God. He demands the perfection
that He created mankind to have in order to live in His presence, for a Holy God cannot be
in the presence of unholy people. That means in all that we think, say, and do we have to hit
that mark of perfection. If our thoughts, words, and deeds were arrows, they would need to
land dead center in that bullseye. Anything other than dead center is unacceptable.

We live in a culture that gives prizes for effort, for almost hitting the target. Influenced by
culture, we can see ourselves as not perfect, but closer to the mark than that guy or gal over
there. I mean at least our arrow hit somewhere on the board. They live a life that we regard
as so sinful their arrow didn’t even hit the board, it flew off into a tree 20 feet to the left or
landed in the dirt in front of the target. God must favor us more than them, right?

Wrong! In the perfect God’s eyes, anything other than hitting the target dead center is
unacceptable. When it comes to sin, we don’t get a prize or credit for effort. Missing the
bullseye by hitting just outside of dead center is just as bad as missing the board all
together. It doesn’t matter if your sin is murder, adultery, lying, gossiping, our perfect God
regards them all the same; they are all offensive in His sight, all of them miss the target
dead center, and all disqualify us from a life lived with Him and into eternity.

It doesn’t matter how many times you’ve sinned. One miss of the bullseye and you are
disqualified from life with God now and for eternity. And truth be told you and I have
missed for more than that; exponentially more.

Jesus Came to Call All Sinners: Like Me and You

And that is why Jesus came. He came to call those who missed the bullseye time again. He
came to call Sinners. He came to call you.

Jesus came to call the tax collectors, those who live lives that are outside God’s moral code
of conduct. He even came to call the Pharisees who think they get credit for trying to hit the
bullseye, or through rose colored glasses think they already have. He came to call you and
me, no matter where on the spectrum of sinners we fall. As the Holy Spirit through the
Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 3:23-24 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption thatis in
Christ Jesus
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How is He able to justify us, declare us to be just as if we never sinned when we keep
missing that mark of perfection? He took the bow and arrow and shot perfect bullseyes for
you, hitting the mark every time. For all the times you missed He hit the target of perfection
through His thoughts, words, and actions as He lived out His life on this earth. He earned
for you the designation of expert marksmen and gives you the title you didn’t earn for
yourself through the gift of faith.

And what about all your misses? What about all the ways we offend Him by judging others,
by not forgiving others, by not obeying Him and loving others? He took all of those things
upon His shoulders and paid the price for them, suffered God’s anger and wrath over them.
Through the gift of faith He takes away our misses and gives to us His bullseyes and
declares us to be in right standing with the Father, worthy of living in His presence now
and forever.

His Continued Work on Our Marksmanship

In His great love for us He continues to watch over us and work with us on improving our
marksmanship. But not so that one day we might be able to earn that designation of being
in right standing with Him by our thoughts, words, and actions. There will never be a time
on this earth that we do not need him hitting the bullseye of perfection for us and taking
our punishment for missing.

He works with us so that the arrows of our thoughts, words, and actions come closer to
hitting the bullseye so that they will be beneficial for our neighbor. As we grow in acts of
love and service, we encourage our fellow Christians to practice good works as we are, not
to earn God’s love, but because we have it and want to share it with others.

Still, we often take the bow into our own hands, pull the arrow back, aim at the target, say
“Watch this Jesus!” and let the arrow fly. From a distance you might think you’ve come
close. But the closer we draw to the target through God’s word we see that we’ve missed
the bullseye again, in fact we didn’t even make it all the way to the board. Instead of
laughing at us, or demeaning us, He lovingly forgives us

Then Jesus takes our hand as we grab the bow, wrapping his strong hands over our weak
ones. He takes our other hand and helps us draw the arrow back smoothly and evenly. He
helps get the bullseye in the dead center of the scope, and we let the arrow fly. Better. But
still not perfect. But the Holy Spirit can use our imperfection to call out to those who do not
know our God of love, grace and mercy. He can use us to tell them how even when we miss
the mark of perfection, which is daily, we have a God who hit it every time for us. And He
remains at work in us to make us a better marksman, a little more like Him, every day.
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Conclusion

Whether you’re a tax collector who loves wealth, or one who has been living outside the
will and plan of God, or one who keeps judging yourself as better than other sinners like a
Pharisee, Jesus Christ came to call you. He came to call you through baptism, through the
Gospel Message. He came to call you to faith in Him so that He becomes your Lord and
Savior, who hit the bullseye of perfection every time for you, and takes away the
punishment for all your misses. He declares you to be in right standing before the Father
now. And He won for you a perfect life with Him in eternal life to come. Amen.
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