Written Copy: Matthew 3:7-12 “A Pharisee Receives Repentant Faith”

The 2rd Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 7t, 2025
Text: Matthew 3:7-10

" But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. ° And do not presume
to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children for Abraham. *° Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Exegetical Statement

John the Baptist was the consummate Old Testament prophet who’s coming was prophesied Isaiah
as the one calling out in the wilderness for people to make themselves ready for the coming of the
Messiah through the act of repentance. He called them to turn from their sinful thinking they were
right with God because of who they are and what they do and turn instead to the mercy and grace of
God who was about to provide the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. When the
Pharisees and Sadducees come to join in this popular movement, so that they might control it and
have it reflected on their self-righteousness, John prevents them. They are not repentant but
instead are filled with the venom of sin in their exalting themselves and their works as making them
right with God, and their self-assurance that being biological children of Abraham makes them right
with God as he was. He tells them to repent and look to God for forgiveness, and in that do works
that reflect love for God and others. Otherwise, they will be like the fruitless tree that is chopped
down and thrown into the eternal fire. The One he points to is coming. He will baptize with the Holy
Spirit and cleansing fire. He will separate those who are His wheat by repentant faith from those
who are the chaff of unbelief headed to eternal destruction.

Focus Statement:

Jesus is the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of the world by suffering and dying for
every man’s sin. He did what we could never do and lived the perfect life of obedience to God’s Law.
Through the repentant faith He works our sin and punishment we are due was taken by Him, and
we receive credit for His obedience. Each time we are forced to focus on how sinful we are the Spirit
shows us what a loving powerful forgiving Savior we have.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

In our focus on living to please ourselves we can ignore the work of the law to show us just
how sinful and deserving of eternal damnation we are. For comfort we can compare
ourselves to those who are greater sinners than we are. In losing our focus on our own
sinfulness we lose our dire need for a Savior from sin and hell.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Without repentant faith we are destined to be the fruitless trees bound for the eternal fires
of damnation. But the gift of repentant faith, worked and kept alive by the Spirit opens the
door for us to live in the Eternity of love and peace Isaiah describes.

Subject Sentence: God’s gift of repentant faith saves us from destruction
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Introduction:

Shalom! Good morning! How are you? What is the name of this place, what do you call
yourself when you gather together here? Lamb of God? Very interesting! And what day of
the week is this? Sunday? And you are worshiping now? What were you doing yesterday?
Don'’t you know that Saturday is the day to stop your working and running around and
worship God? At least that used to be the rule of thumb where I come from. And look at
you. Some of you are dressed very interestingly! Some of you look like well-dressed

Pharisees, while others look more like the servants of Pharisees!

Well, it takes one to know one. In my former life that’s what I was, a Pharisee, Simon the
Pharisee. I'm somewhat famous or at least known by people in your day. Luke the Gospel
writer tells about a dinner [ hosted once upon a time where I invited Jesus. There was a
woman of ill-repute who showed up and was washing Jesus’ feet with her tears and drying
His feet with her hair. I thought the whole scene was unbelievably wrong, but Jesus’ kind of
put me in place about it. He was teaching me a much-needed lesson in humility. He has a
way of doing that, you know, putting us in our place. But that’s a story for another time.

Heading Out to See John the Baptizer at the Jordan

[ want to talk with you about what was just read to you by your Pastor about John the
Baptist who was baptizing at the Jordan River. You see, | was one of those who went out to
see him. And I'm not the only one! Many from the city of Jerusalem, from the smaller towns
all over Judea and the neighboring regions around the Jordan river came out. This massive
crowd of people were flowing out to see him day after day. I heard about it and wanted to
go and check it out. So myself and a couple of my brother Pharisees did so.

Now the fact that he was baptizing wasn’t that foreign of an idea, especially to me. As a
Pharisee [ was big on ceremonial washing and cleansing to show that I was spiritually clean
and holy in God’s eyes. I used to always wash my hands with water before eating. Now I
know many of you do that today before you eat using something called soap that keeps you
from getting sick. In my day we didn’t use soap, because it wasn’t so much a physical
washing as it was a spiritual washing. I would often wash not just my hands but even my
forearms all the way up to my elbows just to make sure I had done a thorough enough job.
That was one of the Oral laws we Pharisees observed to make sure we kept God’s written
laws perfectly.
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What was strange was this wild looking man doing it. He looked like a throwback to the
prophets of days gone by, dressed in course camel hair. They said he ate locusts and wild
honey. Who does he think he is, the Elijah who was prophesied to come? Still, being
ceremonially washed from head to toe had an appeal to me. It would show just how holy
and in right standing [ was with God. So, [ and my Pharisee friends headed down toward
the water to join in. But this John the Baptizer stopped us. And do you know what he called
us? Matthew 3:7-8 7»“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance”

Ha! “Brood of vipers!” I understood the insult he was throwing my way: “You’re the
offspring of the serpent from the Garden who tempted Adam and Eve to sin. Your heart
is filled with poisonous sinfulness” John certainly had a way with words and insults. But
even worse in my eyes was his charge that I needed to “Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance”. He was saying that I needed to turn away from a life of sinful works and
actions and instead start doing what pleases God. What a crock of crap that was (I thought
to myself at the time). [ am daily and consistently doing what pleases God! And not just the
ceremonial washing! [ keep the Sabbath, never doing any work on it. And to make sure I
observe the Oral Tradition we have of never walking more than half a mile on the Sabbath,
because more than that might be considered work. I would never cook or prepare food on
the Sabbath but eat what had been prepared the day before. I made sure that if [ had to go
somewhere on the Sabbath, I was not carrying anything. If I needed extra clothing, [ wore
them instead of carrying them. I fasted and observed all the hours of prayer. I had
accomplished more fruit that God approved of than this uncouth crazy blasphemous
maniac could ever dream of having. He needs to flee the wrath to come, not me!

He even said that my being a good and faithful Jew descended from Father Abraham didn’t
mean anything before God. Crazy deranged blasphemer! | headed right back to the religious
authorities in the Sanhedrin and reported what was going on. Unfortunately, due to his
popularity among the common folk, they were afraid to do anything to make John the
Baptizer stop. But then John opened his mouth and accused King Herod of adultery with his
brother Philipp’s wife Herodius. Herod had him arrested and beheaded. That took care of
our Baptizer problem.

Simon the Pharisee Hears About Sinfulness from Jesus

But a bigger problem had surfaced. John the Baptizer had pointed to one Jesus of Nazareth
who had come on the scene as being the promised Messiah! Now wait a minute, | thought,
the Messiah from Nazareth in Galilee, and not the city of David? How wrong could that be?
So,  went to hear just what kind of evil this false Messiah had to spout.
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I came to hear Him give this sermon on top of a mountain. What I heard startled me and
gave me cause to think and meditate for a long time afterwards. He was talking about what
it really means to keep the Law. He said that adultery was not just about sleeping with
someone else’s spouse, but even improper thoughts about someone who is not your spouse
makes you guilty of sin in God’s eyes. When someone does wrong to you, exacting
vengeance against them is wrong. Instead of eye for and eye we are to turn the other cheek.
And while murder is sin, it's not just about what you do with your hands or with a weapon.
Just saying derogatory words in anger, or even further, thinking them in your head is the
same sin as doing the deed. And the kicker of it all was Matthew 5:43-44 43 “You have
heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

[ mean c’'mon now, who could possibly please God if that is what He requires as obedience.
No one can do that. He must be as crazy as that John the Baptizer guy! But what He said
wouldn’t leave my brain. I kept thinking about it. What if that really was what it took to
earn God’s favor and eternal life? What if all my works weren’t good enough? What if that
axe that the Baptizer had mentioned is poised to chop me down and throw me into the
eternal flames of damnation? I began to work harder on keeping the laws and fasting and
giving gifts and tithes. But part of me kept wondering, “What if none of this was good
enough?”

Jesus Death and Resurrection Change Everything

Then I witnessed some things that would change my life forever. It started with this man
Jesus’ arrest, trial, declared guilty of treason, and sentenced to death. I saw some of it.
remember they beat the daylights out of Him before they hung Him on that cross. I
remember Him not responding in anger at all the insults thrown at Him as He hung on the
cross, but instead His praying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!”
remember hearing His words to one of the other crucified criminals “Today you will be
with Me in Paradise.” | saw the inscription placed over Him on that cross “This One Is
The King Of The Jews”, and yet I heard that His words to Pilate were “My Kingdom is not
of this world” And His final words: “It is finished!” and “Father, into Your hands I
commend My Spirit.” And with that He died.

But then there were reports He had risen again. And it was not just His 11 followers
claiming this, 500 or so people said they saw Him resurrected! And then, after His
Ascension, [ witnessed the miracle of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit coming with power upon all
those people gathered, and one of them was me!
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[ began to understand just who this Jesus of Nazareth was and why He came. He was the
Son of God who intimately joined Himself with humanity in the person of Jesus Christ. He is
God who came to earth to bring His kingdom, His reign and rule into the hearts of sinful
men and women, even into me. That kingdom came to me by His Spirit showing me just
how sinful I truly was. God expected and demanded perfection not just in what I did, and
what I said, but in what I thought. He showed me that rather than pleasing God; by thinking
I could earn favor with Him by what I did, I was actually committing the gravest sin of all. I
was sinful and broken beyond what I or anyone else could repair.

But not beyond what Jesus could do and did do for me in my heart. The Holy Spirit showed
me how Jesus’ suffering and death was Him being punished in my place. God poured out
His wrath upon Jesus so I should never have to suffer it. And as far as keeping the Law goes,
Jesus did it perfectly in my place. Jesus did what I could never ever do, He earned for me my
future in eternal paradise. And all that was His gift to me, the gift of faith, the gift of His
kingdom.

Now He reigns and rules in my heart and life. Now His Spirit is at work in me to produce
true good works of love, not for my own benefit, but to honor and worship my Savior and
share His love with others. What a wonderful change that has been from trying to earn my
own salvation. And when I fall back into trying to earn favor on my own, His Spirit calls me
back by repentant faith, by showing me my sinfulness to this day, then showing me how
Jesus died and rose again to forgive even that disobedience. I may not always remember
every specific sin, but [ know that though I'm a poor miserable sinner, through His gift of
grace, my sin is still covered by His death and resurrection.

Repentant Faith in Your Life

How many of you have been baptized for the repentance of your sins? Raise your hands?
How many of you have had a life-changing experience through your baptismal faith? Have
you ever sat down and considered how many times in your day you disobey God’s
commands to love Him and love others, forgive others, to show love and patience and
understanding instead of anger, to speak well of someone else instead of gossip? Have you
ever considered how many sins you commit that you are unaware of? All those things you
should have done but didn’t do? Is all that overwhelming?

Then think on what your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ did bringing His reign and rule into
your heart to remove all of that from your life! Remember that because of your faith given
in your baptism, despite all you've done, God still considers you His beloved and precious
child, just as He does me. His showing us our sin is actually His gift of love to protect us
from falling away. He is protecting you from being one of the many who, on the Last Day
when Jesus returns, will find the axe chopping them down and sending them into the fires
of eternal torment.
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He wants you to be among the wheat that is gathered into His barn that is eternal life. It’s
what the prophet Isaiah describes as the place of perfect peace and love, where animals
will no longer attack, fight, and kill other animals, where animals will no longer attack
people, where people will no longer attack other people with their thoughts, words and
actions. Evil, suffering, and death will be gone forever. It’s the place where His reign and
rule will be fully enacted and seen. And it will cover you and keep you safe and secure
forever.

Closing

It’s time for me to go. I want to thank you for listening to my story. By the way, yes, [ was
baptized there in Jerusalem on Pentecost Day. It stands as my assurance that I am forgiven
and bound for eternal paradise. I pray that as you prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus of
Nazareth, you would remember the reason why He came, to bring His reign and rule of
repentant faith into your heart and the hearts of others around you. May His Spirit keep
you in that faith so that you will join me in that Eternal Paradise He comes to bring at His
Second coming. Shalom!
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