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? And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.
°Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me. 1
While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place.
2 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the
soldiers ** and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’

Exegetical Statement

Several of the women who were followers of Jesus head to the tomb early Sunday morning. They expect to
find it closed with a stone rolled in front of it. There should’ve been soldiers placed there by the Sanhedrin
who had heard Jesus say He would rise from death. But an angel of the Lord arrives before they do with a
glowing with radiance from God Himself. He removes the heavy stone and sits on it. This is too much for these
soldiers who pass out. The women are frightened too, but the angel gives them a command from God, “Stop
being afraid! You're looking for Jesus, who has been crucified. He is not here because He has been raised up
from death just as He told you He would be. Look! See that the place where He was lying is empty. Now, go
into the city, and tell the disciples this news, and that He will meet them in Galilee just as He told them He
would.” The women depart with mixed emotions: fear and great joy. And as they do Jesus suddenly appears to
them. He greets them and they respond by taking hold of His feet and worshiping Him. He repeats what the
angel told them, commanding them not to be afraid, but go tell His brothers (disciples who have been
forgiven) to meet Him in Galilee. As they head into the city to the disciples, the revived soldiers are also on
their way to give their report to the chief priests. After consulting with the Sanhedrin, the soldiers are paid off
to report to the public that the disciples came at night while they were asleep and stole the body. The Jewish
leaders promise to protect them from retribution from Pilate for allowing this to happen. This story was
being passed around even later on when Matthew was writing this account.

Focus Statement:

The Lord appointed eleven disciples and these women as eyewitnesses of all the unbelievable
things Jesus said and did. They saw the empty tomb and the angel. They saw Him, touched Him, and
ate with Him after the resurrection. They remembered His promise that He would rise again. And
these eleven men chose to stand by their testimony rather than avoid horrible painful torture and
death. We believe because the Holy Spirit, through their testimony, gives us the ability to through
the faith given. We believe in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection because He said it, and He is the
God over all who never lies. By the working of faith through Word and Sacrament we can stand true
to this testimony and rather die than fall away from it.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

Out of all the unbelievable things attributed to Jesus, that He rose from the grave is the most
unbelievable thing for those without faith.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Be strengthened in the testimony of faith through the work of the Holy Spirit in Word and
Sacrament. Then go out and share your faith in Him by the power of the same Spirit.

Subject Sentence: We believe thru the faith from Holy Spirit testimony
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Introduction: Skepticism in Our Day and Age

['ve come to the conclusion that there are some really good liars out there. No, I'm not
talking about politicians, although there are many who would fit the bill.

I'm talking from personal experience of people who come to me asking for help. There are
those whose requests are for genuine needs. But there are others who tell stories of being
in trouble, needing help and money, that look and sound really genuine, but in the end I
find out it was just a scam. The longer you talk to them things just don’t add up. Or they
make promises to pay you back but then disappear.

Then there is what we see on Facebook. Here is one of my favorite posts. [Show Abraham
Lincoln with a cellphone with the label that says “A rare photo of Abraham Lincoln with the
cellphone he won by sharing a post on Facebook. Don’t say that this is photo shopped. There
was no photoshopping back then.”]. Here is another one that is even better: [Photo of Lincoln
allegedly quoting, “Don’t believe everything you read on the internet just because there’s a
picture with a quote next to it” Abraham Lincoln]

Things were bad before, but now with the power of Al things have gotten a lot worse.
[Show video report of Al videos on Facebook]. Bottom line is: if it seems too amazing to be
true, it's probably Al.

What should all of this do for us? It should make us very skeptical of the fantastic and
outrageous things we see, whether it’s on TV, Facebook, YouTube, or some other social
media platform. But how might this skepticism affect how the world sees one of the most
unbelievable claims there is, that Jesus Christ rose from the dead? How could it affect our
life and faith, what we believe?

If you were someone who lived back in Jesus’ day what would you believe about Easter
morning? You would have two conflicting testimonies of what happened at the tomb.

The Testimony from the Soldiers

First there is the eyewitness testimony from the Roman Soldiers who were posted outside
the tomb to consider

What did they actually see and experience? A great earthquake, and the appearance of a
supernatural being we call an angel who was radiating the power and glory that comes only
from God. They saw this creature single handedly roll the huge stone from the entrance to
the tomb, knock it over, and sit on it. Then they didn’t see any more because these battle
hardened trained Roman soldiers passed out from fright.
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Yet what was the story they spread? Nothing about the angel or the earthquake that
accompanied his appearance. Instead, these soldiers told everyone they fell asleep on the
job, and while they were fast asleep the disciples came, rolled the huge stone away and
knocked it over, and took off with the body, and they never woke up. What is the likelihood
that these trained soldiers would’ve fallen asleep on the job so soundly that the disciples
stealing the body wouldn’t have woken them up? Not likely.

What was the punishment for falling asleep on the job? At the very least humiliation and
demotion, the loss of their career as a soldier. Many times, the punishment was to be
beaten to death or left crippled by their fellow soldiers. Why did they risk such severe
consequences by telling what they knew to be a lie? Because they were paid off
handsomely, with the promise that the Jewish Ruling Council would protect them from
reprimand from Pilate. Whether they could actually do that or not is another matter. They
had to be paid off to tell this lie.

The Truth of the Women’s Testimony

Yet God was not about to let that be the final testimony of Easter morning. At the same time
these soldiers were headed to Jerusalem, and then headed out to spread a lie, God sent the
truth to be shared with the disciples by the women who were eyewitnesses to far more
than what the soldiers saw.

They felt and reported the earthquake. They reported seeing the angel radiating the
supernatural power and glory from God. They were made to stop being afraid by the
command of this angel, a command which came from God Himself. They saw the empty
tomb, that there was no body in there. They heard the angel tell them Jesus had risen from
the grave, just as He said He would. They heard that this was not some fanciful tale, not a
dream, this was the Word of God coming true, just as it always does. They heard and
obeyed the angel’s command to go and tell the disciples.

And then, they saw Him with their own eyes! They touched His feet. They worshiped Him
as their God, their Lord and Savior. And they heard Him speak to them, Matthew 28:10
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me
there.” They heard the divine command from God that took away fear and replaced it with
joy. They heard the command to go and tell those who were no longer just disciples, but
Jesus “brothers”, because their sinful abandonment of their Lord has been forgiven in His
death and resurrection.
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The Truth of the Apostolic Witness

And what did these disciples turned Apostles eventually go and do when the time was
right? They went out and spread the truth: their eyewitness account of what really
happened. These men were handpicked by our Lord to do this exact thing: to be sent as
ambassadors to give witness the truth from the Word of God Himself.

What did they have to tell? All that they had seen and heard from the beginning: His
baptism in the Jordan by John where God the Father gave testimony that this was His
beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit anointing him, declaring Him to be “The Christ”, which
means anointed one.

They saw Him do miraculous things beyond what any other man of God had done before.
They saw Him heal every kind of disease imaginable. They saw Him cast demons out. They
saw Him calm a storm with a word of command. They saw Him walk on water. They saw
Him feed 5,000 plus people, and then 4,000 plus people using the rations only fit for a
child’s lunch. They saw Him raise dead people back to life, including one man who had been
dead for four days, who should’ve been a rotting corpse in the tomb.

But they were eyewitnesses to the most miraculous event of all. This man, who proved
Himself to be a real flesh and blood man, showed that He was at the same time God by
taking the sins of the world upon Himself and suffering and dying to forgive them all. And
they saw Him rise again in victory! They saw Him alive in person: they touched Him, ate
with Him, talked with Him, and were taught by Him.

They didn’t share this testimony because they were paid off. In fact, just the opposite. They
were threatened upon punishment of death to stop sharing it, and they refused. They
suffered horribly for this. Eleven of them, including the Apostle Paul, were tortured and put
to death because they refused to stop proclaiming Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.
They did it because they knew it was the truth. It was a truth that was so great, so powerful,
that it changed everything. It changed them.

What kind of power could change them so greatly? A better question is who could change
them so greatly? The answer is the Holy Spirit. He is the reason they believed without a
doubt that Jesus is Lord and Savior, died and risen again. By the Spirit’'s power and work
they were changed from fearful men hiding in the Upper Room to bold proclaimers of the
Gospel.
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The Truth You Hold to By Faith

That same Holy Spirit has done this very work of faith in you! In a way, it’s a greater
miracle than what He did to and through these Apostles. They were eyewitnesses to what
they saw and then testified about. But you and I are not eyewitnesses, at least not
witnesses with these eyes in our head . You didn’t see Jesus do these miracles. You didn’t
see Him die and rise. Yet you are here because you believe these things to be the truth. And
that believing is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in your heart and your mind.

It’s the miraculous work we call conversion, where the Spirit through the Gospel testimony
and the Word, working in the waters of baptism, changes your heart and your mind. He
gives you the gift of faith, the power to believe and hold fast to Jesus and His miraculous
work, even though you haven’t seen it with the eyes in your head.

But I'm betting you have witnessed the power of the Word at work in your life through the
eyes of faith. You've witnessed how the Spirit has been at work changing you, increasing
your faith and trust in Jesus and His promises to you in Scripture. You've witnessed how He
has been at work carrying you through the problems, struggles, and doubts that are a part
of your lives now lived out in this world. It's a work that is going on in you now through
these words I preach to you, through the Scripture readings, through the hymns.

And it a work that is most powerfully done in the Lord’s Supper where you receive the very
One you hold fast to by faith, as you partake in the bread and the wine. Your Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ comes to strengthen your faith in Him even as you find it tested through
the problems and struggles of your life in this world. He gives you strength for now, and the
sure and certain promise of eternal life to come, the sure and certain promise of your own
Resurrection Day when Jesus returns in all His glory

Conclusion

These Apostles held fast to the truth they witnessed with their eyes; nobody paid them off
to say Jesus died and rose again. And they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to stand fast
in that faith even to the point of death,

You and I encounter many lies that sound like the truth. We live in an age where conmen,
phone scams, and Al fakes are abounding, and we sometimes struggle to know what is true.
But you and I have the same power that moved the Apostles to stand fast in their testimony
about Jesus. That power comes from God the Holy Spirit Himself. He places your trust in the
very words of God, who never lies, but is the source of truth. That is what the Gospel
testimony about Jesus is.
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It has changed your life and given you the power of faith to hold fast to Him as your Lord
and Savior, even to the point of death. Because you and I hold fast to this truth, when our
time on this earth is done, there waits for you and for me the Day of Resurrection that will
lead to eternal life to come. May you be strengthened this day in that faith unto life
everlasting. Amen.
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