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Written Copy: “Jesus Passion: What’s Going On? What Does it Mean?”   
Palm / Passion Sunday 
Sunday, March 29th, 2026 

Text: Matthew 27:50-54 
50 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
51 

And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 

52 
The tombs 

also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 
53 

and coming out of 
the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 

54 
When the centurion 

and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 
were filled with awe and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 

Exegetical Statement 

Jesus has been charged by Jewish rulers with blasphemy, for answering in truth that He is the 
Messiah, and Son of God. He has been falsely charged by their testimony before Pilate of leading 
insurrection against the rule of Caesar. He has been humiliated, beaten and tortured so badly He 
couldn’t carry His own cross beam. And now He is hanging on the cross, slowly dying while those 
around Him continue to humiliate and verbally abuse Him. At high noon darkness comes over the 
whole land, the sign that God’s Judgement is happening now ahead of the Last Day. And the One 
being judged are not those who are guilty, it’s the Father’s sinless Son. When He cries out “My God, 
My God, why have you abandoned Me?” He is quoting the first line of Psalm 22 where David 
prophetically cries out in pain and suffering, yet God is not coming to save Him. Jesus is being 
abandoned by the Father as He takes on the sin of the whole world and suffers God’s wrath alone. 
When He gives up His Spirit God reveals what this means for the whole world. The earthquake and 
huge boulders splitting in two signal God the Father’s presence and final judgment on sin. The 
Sanctuary curtain being torn in two is the Father’s message that the final sacrifice has been given 
and the priests and their ministrations in the Holy of Holies is no longer needed or wanted. Christ, 
our Heavenly High priest has given the final sacrifice. The believers whose tombs are open and 
appear in Jerusalem after His resurrection give witness to what Christ’s death and resurrection 
mean for we who believe in Him: forgiveness, salvation, life everlasting.  

Focus Statement: 

Jesus’ suffering and death, His abandonment by all, including God the Father, is our assurance that 

God has no wrath left for us, even as we continue to sin. Judgement has come upon the sinless Son 

of God which is our guarantee that on the Last Day we will not be judged guilty and sent to suffer 

eternal damnation. Instead, with Jesus as our atoning sacrifice by faith, we can look forward to His 

resurrection on Easter being our truth and future on the Last Day 

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:   

We sometimes fail to understand God’s wrath over our sins. And when we do, we fail to see how He 

came to take that wrath upon Himself in His greatest act of love for His sinful creation.  

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Be willing to hear and meditate on the accounts of the horror of Jesus suffering and death, 

as the reason why we can rejoice so greatly in His Resurrection celebration.  

Subject Sentence: Jesus took all God’s Wrath over Sin for You 
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Introduction: The Transition from Sunday to Friday 

Think about how our service began. Think about that glorious and triumphal entry of Jesus 

riding into Jerusalem that we recall and celebrate on Palm Sunday. Jesus is fulfilling 

prophecy, riding into Jerusalem as the promised king, the promised Messiah. The people 

are giving Him a victorious king’s welcome with the palm branches, and with what they are 

joyfully crying out: “Hosanna”, which as a greeting means “Salvation has come”.  

All those people who saw witnessed Him raising Lazarus, and those who heard their 

testimony about this man who can bring the dead back to life, they see Him as coming to 

provide salvation from Roman rule.  

Jesus certainly is a king; in fact, He is the King of Kings. He most certainly has come to save 

these people, and more than just them, to save the Romans too. He has come to save them 

from enemies no other human being ever could. And He has come to do that in a way that 

no one expects and no one would recognize until three days later.  

Who would’ve imagined on that Sunday that all would turn so drastically against Him, even 

His Father in Heaven! If it had been you or I we might be asking God what went wrong. 

What did we do that everything should go so wrong? Did we mess up? Is God punishing us? 

The Physical and Emotional Torture Before the Final Hours 

Consider what His final hours brought to Jesus. It began after His arrest Thursday evening 

and into the wee hours of Friday morning as He was brought before the Jewish Ruling 

Council. He was asked point blank by the chief priest “Are you the Christ (the Messiah) the 

Son of the Living God?” He answered truthfully “I AM” And what did that result in? Being 

slapped, punched, and accused of blasphemy, of claiming to be God, all because He told the 

truth. It resulted in their sentencing Him to die, by those He came to save. 

Problem is, only the Romans had the power to institute the death penalty. So, early Friday 

morning that’s where they took Him, to Pontius Pilate. Now the Romans don’t care about 

anyone claiming to be a god. They have plenty of gods of varying degrees. But what they do 

care about is insurrection. So, the Religious Leaders accused Him of trying to lead a revolt 

to overthrow Roman Rule. It’s a lie. Pilate knows it. But rather than be accused of 

insurrection along with Jesus, He condemns a man he knows to be innocent to die in the 

most horrendous manner: crucifixion.  

Jesus is then abused by the Roman guards: punched, slapped, dressed in a purple robe and 

mocked: whipped with metal thongs that raked across His back, pulling back pieces of 

flesh. Finally, He is sent to die on the cross. He has been abused so badly that this strong 

man cannot carry the cross beam by Himself.  
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He is nailed to the cross and hangs there, struggling to breath, having to push His body up 

to draw the next breath, all while suffering excruciating pain, not just from the nails, but as 

His back rubs against the rough cross every time He pushes His body up for the next breath. 

All this while suffering from thirst and blood loss.  

But it’s not just physical torment. There is the emotional torment caused by the abusive 

comments from the religious leaders and others who have come to witness this spectacle. 

It’s their taunting Him to come down, if He really is the Son of God, King of the Jews. “Prove 

it to us, Jesus. Or are You nothing but a fraud and a liar?” All this from the hands of the 

very people He came to save.  

Jesus Final Hours: What Does this Mean? 

Then come the final hours as described in our Gospel Reading. 

Matthew 27:45 From noon until three in the afternoon, darkness came over the 

whole land. 

What does this darkness mean? The Old Testament described Judgment Day this way: 

Zephaniah 1:15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of 

destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and total 

darkness. Here, before the Last Day comes, we see God’s judgement against sin being 

poured out. God the Father has come to judge sin and is doing so not by punishing those 

who committed it, and justly deserve His wrath, but by judging His Only Son, His sinless 

and perfect Son whom He loves. Why on earth would a loving God do that? 

Matthew 27:46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Elí, 

Elí, lemá sabachtháni ? ” that is, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me ?” 

What is Jesus doing here? Is He really asking this question of the Father? No. What Jesus is 

doing would’ve been understood by those Jews standing around who knew their Old 

Testament Scripture. He is reciting the first verse of Psalm 22. In that Psalm David cries out 

in suffering and pain to God, yet it seems as if God has turned a deaf ear, has abandoned 

Him. In fact, the first part of that Psalm is prophetic about everything that is happening to 

Jesus: the dividing of His clothing by the soldiers, those who pass by expressing their 

disapproval of Him, the mocking abusive words of the chief priests and others.  

Jesus was most certainly abandoned and in a greater way than David ever was. With David 

the LORD came at just the right time to His rescue. But God the Father will not come to 

Jesus’ rescue. No one will come to Jesus’ rescue, not even His disciples. God the Father turns 

His back on His only Son because Jesus has so completely taken our sins upon Himself, He 

has become them. Our Holy God cannot tolerate sin, He abhors it. When sinless Jesus takes 

on and becomes our sin on the cross, God the Father, in judgment of those sins, turns His 

back on His Only Son. Jesus is left to suffer and die in agony, alone.  
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Matthew 27:50-51 51 Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 51 

Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom, the earth 

quaked, and the rocks were split. 

The earthquake: the sign that when Jesus finally gave up His Spirit, God the Father declared 

His judgement against sin to be complete. The final Lamb of Sacrifice had been slain, the 

sentence of torture and death that sin calls for had been served. The thing is the guilty were 

not punished. They were the ones standing around gazing at this, the ones who crucified 

Him, sentenced Him to death, falsely accused Him. Who are the guilty ones who deserved to 

die in this manner? You and I are. This is the King of Kings saving you from eternal 

suffering and torture. This is the King who rode in to save all mankind from an enemy that 

no other person could defeat: sin. The earthquake is God’s sign that the power of sin has 

been defeated for all mankind through the death of Jesus Christ. 

And what about the curtain that was torn in two? The curtain being described here is the 

heavy curtain that hung in the Inner Sanctuary of the temple. It separated the Holy of 

Holies from the rest of it. No one was supposed to enter the Holy Place, only the high priest, 

and only once a year. Once a year he was to take the blood of a sacrificed animal and 

sprinkle it on the Ark of the Covenant to forgive the sins of the people. This act of God, His 

hand tearing this heavy curtain from top to bottom, is God telling them that the whole 

sacrificial system is no longer necessary. No one needs to sacrifice any more animals, no 

one needs to sprinkle any more blood. The final atoning sacrifice has just been given, and 

the blood that forgives the sins of the whole world has been shed.  

The removal of this barrier between the Holy Place where God ceremonially located 

Himself, and His people was no longer needed. The priests as mediators between God and 

His people were no longer needed. The One True Mediator between God and Man, Jesus 

Christ, is now the way for sinful human beings to come into the presence of the Holy God, 

through faith in Him and His sacrifice for you and me on the cross. He has opened that way 

for you and for me and given us that way to the Father as His gift of faith. Through Word 

and Sacrament, we are welcomed in God’s Real Presence here today. It’s His gift of love to 

you.   

Matthew 27:52-53 52 The tombs were also opened and many bodies of the saints who 

had fallen asleep were raised. 53 And they came out of the tombs after his 

resurrection, entered the holy city, and appeared to many. 

What is God’s message to us in this amazing sign? Not only was sin defeated when Jesus 

gave up His spirit, but death had been defeated. Matthew tells us of this now, so that you 

and I understand that it was here, with Jesus expiring groan, that death was defeated for 

you and me. What looks like utter defeat and hopelessness is actually victory by the hands 

of our victorious Savior King who came to win salvation, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life 

for you and for me.  
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Conclusion: What Should All This Mean for You? 

What should all this mean for you, as you contemplate all that your Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ suffered for you? What should it mean as you contemplate His death in your place? 

It means that when you encounter hard times in this life, when struggles come, loss comes, 

death comes, this is absolutely not God punishing you. God hates your sin, that’s why He 

punished His Son in your place. But as for you, He loves you! He has no more wrath to pour 

out on you. He loves you and wants to draw you ever closer to Him in a faith relationship. 

This is true for you and for all who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior.   

He wants you to know that as you go through the trials and tribulations that will come 

upon us as we live out our days in a broken, fallen world, we need never live in fear of His 

anger and wrath, not now nor on that final day. He wants you to look forward to that final 

day with expectant hope and joy. That’s what our Easter Celebration next Sunday is about. 

The grand and glorious victory Christ won for all mankind and gives to you by faith. It is 

yours now, as He walks with you through the trials of this life, allowing all that is necessary, 

so that you remain in faith until Eternal Life to come. Amen.  


