Written Copy: Matthew 24:37, 42-44 “How Can You Be Ready?”

First Sunday in Advent
Sunday, November 30t, 2025
Text: Matthew 24:37, 42-44

3" For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.*? Therefore, stay
awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. ** But know this, that if the master
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. * Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Exegetical Statement

Jesus has just finished His discourse on the signs leading up to the final days before His return.
Much of it is happening now and has been going on since His ascension. And immediately prior to
His breaking into our reality there will be cosmic events like we’ve never experienced before. Even
so He warns us that when that day comes and He appears, no one will be expecting it. Just as life
was going on as normal in the days leading up to Noah’s flood, His return will surprise the
unbelieving world to their horror. Believers and unbelievers alike will be going about their daily
business when suddenly, those who lack repentant faith will be swept away into eternal damnation,
while believers will remain and be gathered to our Lord and Savior to enjoy eternal bliss. The
owner of the house must remain awake throughout the night because he has no idea when the thief
will try to sneak in. Therefore, we too must remain spiritually awake, in repentant faith by which
our Lord keeps us prepared for that day and hour we cannot anticipate when either we leave this
world to go to Him or He returns to gather us. Don’t think you will have time to turn back to Him,
remain ready every day in repentant faith.

Focus Statement:

Only Jesus Christ working through the Gospel can make me ready and keep me ready for
His Last Day return. I will not know when that Last Day is. But by confessing who I am
without Christ, a poor miserable sinner, and holding fast to who I am in faith toward Him:
forgiven, restored, kept right with God, I live and remain ready for that day I go to be with
Him, and that day when He raises me from the grave and ushers me into eternal life.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

My sinful heart through the influence of the sinful world and the whisper of the devil is
tempted to turn away from repentant faith to please myself at the expense of my faith
relationship with Christ. Left unchecked I can allow myself to fall away, not be ready for His
Last Day return, and be eternally lost

What the hearer should do as a result:

Work with the Holy Spirit as He uses the means of God’s Word and Sacrament. Study His
Word outside of worship and allow the Spirit to use the means of grace to keep me in
steadfast repentant faith, always ready to meet Christ in death and on the Last Day. Only He
can make me ready and keep me ready.

Subject Sentence: Only Jesus Can & Does Make Me Ready for His Return
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Introduction: Being Late-Not Being Ready

[ had a good friend whose father taught him and his brother about the importance of
punctuality. His father had a saying: “If you're early, then you’re on time. If you're on
time, then you're late. If you're late, then there is no excuse for you.” And what is the key
to living that out? If you want to be early you've got to leave the house early, and that
means you need to get up and get ready early.

This is a truth [ had to learn when I was younger, in my late teens and through my twenties.
[ would often be late for doctor and dentist appointments, like 5 or 10 minutes late. And
they would graciously fit me in. Looking back, I had a selfish mindset that it didn’t matter. I
would make these appointments on my day off, so I had all day. And my thinking was, that
since they are there in the office all day, what’s the big deal? They can certainly fit me in.

Then there was one particular doctor’s appointment that [ was 20 minutes late for. By that I
mean [ arrived in the parking lot 20 minutes late, not even thinking about the 5-minute
walk in. I didn’t even call, I just showed up and signed in. I sat down, thinking that I had
somehow sneaked in under the wire. But it wasn’t too long before they called me back up at
the counter. The receptionist asked me in a voice that had more than a tinge of impatience
and frustration, a voice that carried well into the waiting room, “Do you realize that your
appointment was for 10:00 AM? It’s now almost 10:30 AM. You should have been here
earlier. Doctor doesn’t have time to see you today. You're going to have to call back
later and make a new appointment.” 1 could feel the disapproving eyes of everyone in
that waiting room as I turned away, red faced, and exited as quickly as possible.

've tried to make my friend’s dad’s saying my motto, especially from Seminary onward, as
that was really a new start in my life in a lot of ways. “Early is on time, on time is late, late
is inexcusable.” 'm not perfect, but I'm much better than [ was. I live that out especially on
Sunday mornings where I set my clothes out the night before, iron my shirt, program the
coffee maker, and double check my alarm. I set the alarm early, so I have plenty of time. In
the morning there is no hitting the snooze button. I get up and get going and get over to
Church by 7:30 AM so I have plenty of time to spare.

How about you? Are you punctual? Do you live by my friend’s motto? Do you try to be
early? How much of a struggle is this for you? Do you ever have nightmares about being
late for church or other appointments like [ do? I still have nightmares about not just being
late for Church, but especially ones where I'm back in Seminary and I wake up late for a
class.
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We Can’t Get Ready or Be Ready On Our Own for Jesus

There are some things it’s okay to be late for like open houses where, especially if you're
not family but just a friend, you don’t want to be the first to arrive. There are other
appointments that you definitely don’t want to be late for, like your kid’s or grandkid’s
wedding, concert or play, or most especially church!

But there is one appointment that you don’t want to miss because you weren’t ready. The
one that if you are not ready has eternal consequences. And that is our Lord and Savior’s
return on the Last Day. That is one appointment you and I should be getting ready for right
now. But how do we go about getting ready and being ready? You can’t set an alarm for an
appointment that we have no idea when it will be.

Now perhaps maybe you think you do. After all, in the earlier portion of Matthew Chapter
24 Jesus gives us a number of signs, things that He says must happen before His return.
Some people think that with that information they have a countdown to His return. The
problem is most of those things are happening right now, have been happening since Jesus’
resurrection and ascension, and will continue although with increasing frequency. So how
bad will they get before He returns? Are we almost there now? Who knows? I certainly
don’t.

There are those dreadful cosmic events that Jesus speaks of immediately preceding His
return that He tells us about in Matthew 24:29-30 2° “Immediately after the distress of
those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not shed its light; the stars
will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 3° Then the sign
of the Son of Man will appear in the sky. Certainly, those will be a tip off that it’s time to
get ready for Him. But can you really imagine what it will be like when the powers of the
heavens become unglued? Do you think that anyone is going to have the presence of mind
to get ready for Jesus when the cosmos becomes unglued?

Matthew 24:36-37 36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.

Jesus is pretty clear that no one will know when the Last Day will be. Anyone that tells you
they have the timeline laid out, or that we are so many years, months, or days away from
Jesus’ return is a liar and a false prophet. Do not listen to them!

Matthew 24:37-39 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 3 and they were
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man.
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What was the unbelieving world doing in the days leading up to the flood? Carrying on with
life as normal. Even though Noah had been preaching to them all that time he was building
the ark, which could have been anywhere from 50 to 120 years, the world did not listen.
Right before the flood hit they were carrying on with life as if things would continue to go
on as they were forever. They said, “What does that lunatic Noah know about anything?’
When the flood waters came suddenly, and people realized Noah was right, it was too late.
The door to the ark was sealed shut, and they were all swept away to their death.

Even Noah didn’t know the exact date or time. The LORD told him and his family, along
with the animals, to get in the boat, and the LORD shut the door. But they were in there 7
days before the flood waters actually came. They waited patiently and faithfully for the
LORD to fulfill His promise.

Matthew 24:40-42 49 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.

Jesus proceeds to talk about what it will be like on our Last Day. Believers and unbelievers
alike will be living life as normal, carrying out our vocations. No one will be looking up to
the sky and saying “He’s almost here! Time to get ready!” When that day does come, no
one will have time to get ready. You will either be ready, or you won'’t be.

“One will be taken and one left”. Jesus is building off the flood scenario as our basis of
understanding this Last Day that has not happened yet. Therefore, who will be the one
taken and not left? The same one who was taken by the flood waters and not left to
repopulate the earth. Who will be the one left? The same ones who were left in the LORD’s
powerful protective hand and not swept to destruction, those who put their faith in the
salvation promised by the LORD.

Any way you look at it, some will remain with our LORD Jesus Christ, those whom the
angels will gather to join Him on the threshold of Eternal Life in the New Heavens and New
Earth. But many will be swept away, condemned to eternal damnation to suffer physically,
emotionally and spiritually apart from our Lord and Savior forever. That will be all those
who were not ready when their day of death in this world came or were not ready on the
day when Christ returned.

Getting Ready & Remaining Ready Work of Christ thru Spirit

Matthew 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.
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Jesus commands us to be ready. And His Second Coming is certainly a serious appointment
to be ready for. It makes an eternal life or death difference if you are not ready when He
returns. So, the important question is: how can you make yourself ready? And the answer
is, “You can’t! But Jesus can!

You are made ready by the work Jesus has done for you in His life, death, and resurrection.
On the cross He removed from you all the sinfulness that would disqualify you from joining
Him in eternal paradise. On the cross He suffered the fate that you deserve, the punishment
of eternal suffering for your sins. And in His perfect life He earned for you the blessing of
eternal paradise. He has given you all this as the gift of faith in your baptism. It’s His free
gift, you do nothing to earn it or deserve it. It's His gift of love for you, poured into your
heart by the work of His Spirt, and held there securely by faith.

If you are right at this moment trusting in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, then you are ready
for His return right now. He declares you to be that in the Words of Absolution and in the
Gospel Message.

How Can You Remain Ready?

Matthew 24:42-43 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into.

You are ready right now, but how can you remain ready? Is that something we need to
worry about? Yes, it is. Jesus warns us that we need to remain ready, to stay awake in our
faith toward Him. How is it that we could find ourselves not ready anymore?

Think about the scenario of the homeowner protecting his home from not being broken
into. What would people do in our day? We would install deadbolt locks, ring cameras,
floodlights, motion detectors and alarms to be on duty even when we are asleep. What if,
because year after year you never had a problem with anybody trying to break in, you
became lax at setting the alarms, locking the door, making sure all the equipment is battery
charged and functioning properly? Then late one night, when you least expect it, the robber
comes and you're not ready?
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Jesus is the one that has given you all the equipment of saving faith to be ready for His
return. But day after day goes by and everything continues on as normal. And you become
lax in your faith walk with him? Life gets busy and there are so many things to do other
than read and study your Bible, spend private devotional time with your Savior, and spend
time in His real presence in Word and Sacrament Worship. The devil working through the
world is the one who wants to sneak into your life and steal you away from the eternal
paradise that Jesus has planned for you. And when we separate ourselves from the means
of grace through which the Holy Spirit works, we are in effect turning off all the alarms and
protection God works to give you.

But Jesus wants you with Him so bad His Spirit will not easily let you go. He is at work as
we speak through His work of repentance. He shows you your sin so you are convinced you
could never do enough on your own to be ready for His return. Then turns you in faith to
your Savior who has already done that work for you and gives it to you in His Gospel
Message and in the Lord’s Supper. That is His work to make you ready and keep you ready.
And He is at work in you this very day, this very moment.

Conclusion

There are a lot of appointments you can be late for and miss yet make them up in the
future. But Jesus’ Last Day return is not one of them. On your own you cannot get ready for
His return. On your own you cannot and will not remain ready. Only Jesus can do that work
and in fact is doing it for you and in you through His Word and Sacrament this day. What is
your part in this? Work with the Holy Spirit by being present and active in Bible Study and
Private Devotional time as well as here in Word and Sacrament Worship. Confess your sins
and hold fast by faith to His words of forgiveness. And your Lord and Savior through the
Holy Spirit will do the rest. More than anything else Jesus wants you with Him on the Last
Day. And He is at work bringing about and allowing what He knows needs to happen to
keep you awake, in repentant faith, unto life everlasting. Amen.
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