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Text: Matthew 13:40-43

“0 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. ** The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42
and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 3 Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

Exegetical Statement

As the disciples look at what is happening around them, they see Jesus building a following. But
they also see people turning away as Jesus doesn'’t fit the Messiah mold that they desire Him to fit
into. And they see opposition from the Pharisees and other religious leaders who are plotting to
take His life. So, Jesus tells this parable to explain the unseen spiritual workings of His kingdom.
Believers who produce the good fruit of faith will exist in the world and sometimes in the Church
alongside unbelievers, some of whom may act the part of being a Christian. But in the end, they will
be seen for who they are lacking the fruit of loving obedience to God and loving works for others. It
is not the job of the Church to root out the weeds, that will be angels on the Last Day as sent forth by
Jesus, the King, when He returns to claim His rightful position over all things. His hidden reign and
rule now will be made evident then as He sends the unbelievers into eternal damnation, while
welcoming us into His eternal paradise.

Focus Statement:

Our Epistle Lesson and Gospel Lesson help explain why evil people and problems in nature
plague our lives even through Christ claims to be ruling over all things. All of nature is
groaning under the curse God put upon it at the Fall. That serves to remind us of our sin,
how it damages our relationship with the world, each other, and our Creator. God allows
evil people exists alongside us in the world. But on the Last Day, when He returns, at His
explicit command and direction, all evil will be separated from us and sent to eternal
damnation, while we will be welcomed into eternal bliss where Creation no longer groans
under its curse, but is fully restored to its original perfection.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

Why must evil people and natural disasters fall upon Christians in this world, those things
that are not directly caused by our sinful disobedience, especially when we are doing what
we are supposed to be doing? How can Jesus be in charge when we see these things
happening?

What the hearer should do as a result:

See all the problems with nature as having a definitive end. See those evil people around us
as weeds who, through the power of the Spirit working in the Gospel, God wishes to convert
into wheat that bears the fruit of faith and is welcomed into eternal paradise with us.

Subject Sentence: Patience as all Creation awaits Last Day Restoration
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Introduction: Weed and Other Ways Nature Attacks

Those darn weeds! Anyone who has tried to grow a garden or plant a flower bed has had to
deal with weeds.

One of my Seminary professors talks about taking trips as a kid down south to West Texas
in the summer where his grampa had a cotton farm. His grandpa was proud of how his
plantation always looked so neat and tidy, and that included the cotton crop. He worked
hard to keep the weeds out. My professor said he enjoyed the visits, there were a lot of fun
things to do, and he loved being around the mules and the horses and the other animals his
uncle kept. But he didn’t enjoy having to help weed the field. He said he complained to his
mother about it, but she had little sympathy. Growing up, weeding out in the cotton field
was her everyday activity.

[ must confess to you that weeding flower beds and gardens is not one of my favorite
activities. In the list of least favorite things to do with my spare time, it ranks right up there
with doing dishes. You can tell this is the case by my reluctance to weed the flower bed in
the front and back of the parsonage as my wife has been asking me to do.

Thanks be to God we have a dedicated crew here at Lamb of God who take care of the
needed weeding at our Church. They are Steve & Vicki Faculak, Cindy Goodall, Chrissy
Cates, Janice Weatherford, Mike Green, and Fred Wass. Now, I'm not sure if they just
enjoy weeding a lot more than I do, or if this is a gift of love on their part. You’'d have to ask
them.

Of course, weeds in the garden aren’t the biggest problem we face these days. On all our
minds lately is this veil of smoke that has descended over most of Michigan, as well as
neighboring states. Air quality has been an issue that has cancelled many activities in our
area. The Loons game we were going to attend last Friday was canceled because of it. And
last Wednesday evening when I left Bible Study it smelled just as if the house next door was
on fire, the smell of burning wood in the air was that strong!

Let’s add to that other problems going on with nature right now: lack of rain in some parts
causing wildfires or the threat of them, flooding in other parts, thunderstorms and
tornados and the damage they do, hurricanes, the cases of explosive diarrhea from a
parasite on shredded iceberg lettuce that has spread here in our state. Nature is not playing
nice. Nature seems out to get us. And in the midst of all of these problems we are told Jesus
is reigning and ruling over all things on this earth; that there is only One God, the Triune
God, who is in charge of all things, who is our Rock. It begs us to ask, if God really is
reigning and ruling, why does He allow this?
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Why God Allows Nature to Attack

Romans 8:19-21 19 For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God’s sons to
be revealed. 2° For the creation was subjected to futility — not willingly, but because
of him who subjected it — in the hope 2?1 that the creation itself will also be set free
from the bondage to decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children.

What the Holy Spirit is telling us through the Apostle Paul is that nature is not personally
hating us and attacking us. All Creation has been subjected to futility: in other words, it’s
been made to no longer work the way it was designed to at the beginning of Creation. And
who was the One who subjected it? God Himself.

Genesis 3:17-19 17 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it’: The ground is
cursed because of you. You will eat from it by means of painful labor all the days of
your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of
the field. 1° You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow until you return to the
ground, since you were taken from it. For you are dust, and you will return to dust.”

Part of Adam’s disciplinary punishment for the Fall was that living on earth would no
longer be easy. God cursed the ground: meaning not just the soil, but all Creation, so that it
no longer works for the good and ease of mankind as it was designed to do. Why did God do
this? As a reminder to Adam and to us of how much our sinful selfishness hurts us, one
another, and all of Creation.

This is now a fallen world. And God doesn’t want us to fall in love with it and try to make
this life our heaven on earth. As we deal with all the issues facing us because this world is
fallen and broken, He wants us to hold fast to Him, the Rock, who still provides what we
need even though it’s not easy. He wants us to hold fast to Him and look forward to that day
to come when all Creation will be restored to its original Garden of Eden perfection.

The Evil Weeds and the Good Wheat

Well], that'’s the issue with nature. But what about the evil we see in the world around us?
What about the Putin’s of the world, and the Islamic Extremists? What about those who
steal our stuff, commit road rage and hurt or kill people? What about those who attack
innocent people in public settings? What about the evil people who do evil things across
our country and even in our neighborhood? If Christ is ruling over all things, why does He
continue to allow evil people to do evil things? Today’s parable in our Gospel Lesson helps
us with that.
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Matthew 13:24-28a 24 He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while
people were sleeping, his enemy came, sowed weeds among the wheat, and left. 26
When the plants sprouted and produced grain, then the weeds also appeared. 27 The
landowner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Master, didn’t you sow good seed in
your field? Then where did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,” he told
them.

Jesus’ parable explains to His disciples and us that in this field, which is the world, there
only two kinds of plants, meaning two kinds of people. There are the good wheat and the
evil weeds.

In this parable Jesus explains why evil exits in our world today: it comes as the fruit of
these weeds: those people whose thoughts, words, and actions are ruled by their sinful
selfish nature. For them life is all about fulfilling their wants and desires, disregarding how
it might affect others. Life is about getting even with those who don’t do as you want them
to. Life is about keeping a scorecard and making sure you always come out on top. And
while we see this in varying degrees in people in the world and around us, it all stems from
who is ruling in your heart and your life. And who planted the seed that grew into the sinful
selfish nature? Who continues to work in all people encouraging them to let that nature
have free reign? The devil. He wants to make sure they never produce the fruit of love and
obedience to God and selfless love to others.

The good are the ones planted by the Son of Man, meaning His work through the Gospel
Message. Because of your faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are
declared to be good wheat, even though your actions may not always look like it. If not for
Him, you would’ve grown to be evil weeds. But Christ planted His Spirit upon you in
baptism. That Spirit made Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection for you, made it the payment
for all your sinful works, and the reason why you are no longer judged evil by them.

Your works of sinful selfishness are absolved by the blood of Christ. And the good fruit you
do produce, the good works, even though they are far from perfect, are declared good and
worthy because your faith gives you the credit for all the perfect works that Christ
accomplished in your stead, and in your baptism gives to you.

So, Why Leave the Weeds to Grow?

Matthew 13:28-30 “‘So, do you want us to go and pull them up?’ the servants asked
him. 29 “‘No,’ he said. ‘When you pull up the weeds, you might also uproot the wheat
with them. 3° Let both grow together until the harvest.
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With all that sorted out, you may wonder, “Why leave the weeds to grow?” In a strictly
agricultural and literal look at this parable, it is certainly true that the world would look
better without the weeds. And the weeds use up the precious minerals in the soil that
would otherwise be used for the good wheat’s health. In the spiritual sense the world
would certainly be a better place if there were less evil people doing evil things. Why does
God not take care of this problem? When Jesus told this parable, to the hearers’ ears, the
fact that the master is allowing the weeds to grow would’ve sounded strange. It would’ve
made them stop and wonder. And here is the point that Jesus wants them and us to ponder.

It helps to know that the plants being referred to as weeds are, as they grow, almost
indistinguishable from the wheat. When they pop up from the soil and begin to grow, they
look just like the wheat sprouts. They only become distinguishable when the wheat begins
to produce the head of grain, while these weeds produce nothing. In this Parable that is the
reason the master tells his servants not to pull up the weeds, you might be pulling up wheat
that hasn’t sprouted yet.

Now let’s examine the spiritual implications. Without Christ all of us would grow to become
the weeds that produce nothing but sinful selfish evil fruit. But it is the miraculous work of
the Holy Spirit in Conversion that changes us and declares us to be what we often are not,
wheat that produce the good works of love and obedience toward God and love toward
others. If God could do that in you, could He not do that to the evil weed that is growing
around you: in your household, your neighborhood, your nation, your world?

Matthew 13:30 At harvest time I'll tell the reapers: Gather the weeds first and tie
them in bundles to burn them, but collect the wheat in my barn.””

Our loving Savior doesn’t desire that any weeds should perish in the eternal fires of
damnation. He wants all to have the opportunity to be converted into wheat by the Holy
Spirit working through the Gospel Message, the Message that you and I are to proclaim. Our
part in this is to produce the fruits of faith that are good works which the Holy Spirit
encourages in us and uses to share the Gospel Message.

The End Time Harvest

Matthew 13:41-43 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will gather
from his kingdom all who cause sin and those guilty of lawlessness. 42 They will
throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Let
anyone who has ears listen.
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The end time harvest happens on the Last Day. On that day the scales of justice will be
balanced. All the evil people, and those demons and the devil who encourage and plan evil
will receive their eternal reward: the blazing furnace where they will suffer physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. It's the place of weeping that is bitter grief and sorrow that
cannot be consoled, and the gnashing of teeth that is anger, self-loathing and pain. And both
go on forever.

But that is not your future if you are trusting in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. His
Spirit is at work in you right now to make you wheat that produces the good fruit of faith:
love and obedience for your God, and love and service for your neighbor, whether they be
wheat or weeds. He wants you use you and me, His Church, to save some of those weeds
from the eternal fires of damnation by proclaiming the saving Gospel to them through word
and action, and thus be the means for the Holy Spirit to work.

Conclusion

In this life we will have to continue to weed our gardens, and deal with the problems and
troubles that nature throws our way. We do so remembering that this world is not the end
game, it's not where we will spend our eternity. That will be in the New Heavens and New
Earth, which is the restored perfection of the Garden of Eden.

And who will we be spending eternity with? Other wheat who produced in their life the
good fruit of faith only by the work and power of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel
Message. Who are those wheat plants? Look around you, your brothers and sisters in Christ
who share your faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. And who else? Maybe some of those
around you in your family, your neighborhood, your nation, the world, who appear to be
weeds now, but in whom the Holy Spirit is doing or will do the miraculous work of
Conversion.

Come Lord Jesus! Send your Spirit to make and keep us as the good wheat who produce the
fruits of faith for you. Then come on the Last Day and gather all of us into your storehouse
of eternal pleasures evermore. Amen.

6|Page



