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Preaching Copy: Matthew 11:16-19 “Who Do You Say I Am?” 
Reformation Day- Celebrated 

Sunday, November 2nd, 2025 

Text: Matthew 11:16-19 
16 

"But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 

17 
"'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.' 

18 
For 

John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 
19 

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, 
and they say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is justified by 
her deeds." 

Exegetical Statement 

John the Baptist’s disciples have just come on behalf of John to check and make sure that Jesus is indeed the 
promised Messiah, because how He is bringing the Reign and Rule of God doesn’t look right to John or others 
at that time. After assuring John of who He is by pointing to His fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy and 
sending them on their way, Jesus lifts up John as the last and greatest prophet who got to personally point to 
Him as the Messiah. But what is happening to John with his imprisonment and subsequent martyrdom 
doesn’t look like God’s reign and rule coming. Evil men seem able to countermand and cancel God’s reign and 
rule in Christ. This will look especially true when the martyrdom John foreshadows happens to Jesus. Truth is, 
in the eyes of those people neither John nor Jesus appear to fulfill the roles they claim to have. John in his 
austere manner of living is passed off as a demonic by them so that they can discount his call for them to 
repent. They refuse to believe they have anything to repent of. Also Jesus, in His doing the exact opposite of 
John, feasting and drinking, is discounted and is being “cancelled” because He associates with those the 
establishment considers to be sinners beyond the desire of God to save. Therefore, they refuse to hear His 
message that the Reign and Rule of God comes by grace through faith in Him, and not by their works. They 
judge by their own wisdom, but if they would just continue to keep their spiritual eyes and ears open, in His 
death and resurrection they would see a greater Godly Wisdom in how Christ brings God’s reign and rule to 
all men by faith.   

Focus Statement: 

The true Gospel Message: salvation by grace alone, given and held through faith alone, in Christ 

alone, according to Scripture alone, so that to God alone be the glory is the higher wisdom from God. 

That it is grace and not our works must be held by faith. That Jesus suffering and death is the 

atoning sacrifice for me and for all must be held by faith. That Jesus continues to hate my sin but 

love me more than I will ever know can only be held by faith. That my works earn me nothing with 

God but are much needed by my fellow man must be held by faith 

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:   

Just as those in Jesus’ day, His reign and rule is full of paradoxes to the human mind. We try 

to make it more comfortable and understanding according to worldly human wisdom. But 

in doing so, we can lose the true Gospel Message to works righteousness 

What the hearer should do as a result:  

I must continue to be fed by God’s Word as the Holy Spirit continues to keep me in 

repentant faith serving my fellow man, not to be saved, but because I am already saved and 

remain held in that salvation by faith.  

Subject Sentence: The Paradoxes of Jesus Reign and Rule 
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Introduction: Who They Thought Jesus Was in Luther’s Day 

It was Saturday, October 31st, 1517, All Hallows Eve. In the backwater German town of 

Whittenburg, an unknown monk named Martin Luther desired to have a theological 

discussion with like-minded university faculty members and students. At that time, they 

had no Facebook or Instagram type apps. If you wanted to have a get together to discuss 

Church issues the way to serve notice was nail something to the door of the Castle Church 

in Whittenburg. So, Luther did. He had 95 points of discussion regarding problems and 

inconsistencies he saw regarding what the Church Officials were teaching and confessing 

compared to what Scripture confessed as truth about salvation.  

The biggest problem Luther saw was the sale of indulgences: slips of paper signed by the 

Pope himself, sold by another monk named Johan Tetzel, that promised the purchaser 

forgiveness of all their sins, or the forgiveness for a relative who was finishing off their 

penance in Purgatory. They believed that no one could adequately make satisfaction for sin 

in this world on their own. So, people had to finish squaring their account with God in 

Purgatory, a place of purifying suffering and fire. And what was really behind the sale of 

these indulgences? Not to raise money to help the poor, although there were certainly 

plenty of these. Tetzel sold them to both the rich and the poor, scaring them to death with 

stories about the fires of hell which these people would experience if they didn’t buy one. 

The money raised was to build St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.    

Luther posted his 95 theses wanting to discuss these things with other like-minded 

theologians because he wanted to make sure he was on the right track and seeing things 

clearly. But someone read his thesis and thought his points of discussion had enough 

validity that the general public should see them. And with the invention of the printing 

press his 95 Theses went out everywhere and quickly became public knowledge, which 

was not Luther’s intent.  

Luther had sent a copy of them to his immediate superior, Cardinal Albrecht of Mainz, to 

inform him of what Johan Tetzel was doing. Luther believed that the Cardinal was unaware 

of what was going on. Luther thought surely he must be, surely the Church was not 

sanctioning selling indulgences which meant the selling of forgiveness of sins. How wrong 

Luther was. The order to sell indulgences had come from the Pope himself who told 

Albrecht of Mainz to find a good salesman . When the Pope heard of the opposition this 

“little unlearned monk” was voicing through Albrecht he became very angry. The reason 

being the Pope and the Church officials had lost sight of who Jesus really was and what He 

had come to earth to do. 
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But there was a period of his life that Luther had lost sight of the truth of Scripture too. He 

became a monk because he believed that the only way to please God was to be as obedient 

as possible to his commands. Luther thought that if he locked himself in a monastery, away 

from the temptations of the world, he could earn favor with God. But instead, he found that 

while he might have some success controlling his actions, and his words, there was no way 

he could control his sinful thoughts.  

He spent hours abusing and abasing himself in order to try to earn favor with what he 

regarded as an angry God. But when he was sent to Whittenburg to be a professor, and he 

began to study the New Testament, particularly the book of Romans, Luther’s eyes were 

opened by the Holy Spirit. He began to see God not as an angry God, but as the loving and 

gracious God who sent His only Son, not to condemn and punish, but to provide the free gift 

of salvation. This was the message the Holy Spirit spoke to Luther through his study of 

Scripture. It was the Wisdom of God that eventually got him kicked out of the Church with a 

price on his head. As people do in our day when others disagree with them, they set about 

cancelling Luther.  

But Luther had discovered the truth from Scripture that would fuel the Reformation: the 

drive to reform the Church that did not want to be reformed. Those who protested the 

Church’s continuance to operate contrary to Scripture became known as the Protestants. 

They protested the authority the Pope and Church Councils assumed over Scripture, and 

their belief that salvation had to be earned and could be bought. Their continued stance 

against these beliefs held by the Roman Church led to the development of the Protestant 

Denominations we see today. As the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod we stand on those 

truths Luther wrote about and fought for: that Salvation comes by grace alone, through 

faith alone, in Christ alone, from Scripture alone, to God alone be the glory. Salvation is the 

free gift Jesus Christ came to give.  

Who They Thought Jesus Was in His Day 

In a way it’s not surprising that the Church in Luther’s day saw Jesus and His mission on 

earth in the wrong light. Those people alive during the time Jesus walked the earth also 

refused to see Jesus in the light of truth.  

Matthew 11:18-19 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 

a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 

justified by her deeds.” 
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The religious leaders of Jesus day were not happy with what John the Baptist preached: 

that all people including them were sinners in need of repentance. They believed they had 

plenty of favor with God because they were the descendants of Abraham, the father of 

God’s chosen people, and they believed they kept His laws in a way that earned God’s favor. 

John forcibly told them that was not the case. So, as people are want to do in our day when 

they encounter those they disagree with, they went about cancelling John by pointing out 

how his way of life: wearing camel hair clothing, eating locusts and wild honey, living out in 

the wilderness, was not natural but a sign that he was demonically possessed. John’s 

message was from God Himself, but people in their pride refused to hear it. 

Because they cancelled John the Way Preparer, they also cancelled the One whom he 

prepared the way for, Jesus of Nazareth. They didn’t like that He, like John, called them to 

repent. They didn’t like His message that God loves all people, even those the religious elite 

deemed too sinful to be a part of God’s kingdom, especially those tax collectors. They didn’t 

like that He forgave the sins of these “undeserving people” while condemning them to 

being cast into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. They 

said, “This man is no holy Rabbi from God! He consorts with tax collectors and 

prostitutes and sinful people! He’s nothing but a glutton and a drunkard! He’s no 

Messiah!” But the Wisdom of God, which is Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection as the 

atoning sacrifice for all men, would prove them wrong.  

Who Does Our Culture Think Jesus Is? 

What does our culture today think about Jesus? Who do they say He is? Some refuse to 

believe in Him as a historical figure. He is someone the Church made up to make people live 

moral lives, morals that have no bearing on reality today, morals that have the aim of 

keeping others from having fun and freedom. Others see Him as a real man who was far 

ahead of His time in caring for the poor, and supporting equal rights for women and the 

disenfranchised. These see Him as a real man, but not God. Others would say He is God and 

man, but that His focus was on making this world, and our lives in it better. None of these 

are the Jesus revealed by the Holy Spirit in Scripture. They are as off based as they were in 

Luther’s day, as well as in Jesus day.  

Who Do You Say Jesus Is? 

So, who do you say Jesus is? Hopefully you don’t fall into the errors of the past. Hopefully 

you hold fast to Jesus as He has been revealed in John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Hopefully you stand fast to the Reformation confession Luther drew from Scripture that 

Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, from Scripture alone, to 

God’s glory alone.  
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But what happens when we fail to be fed by Scripture on a regular basis? We all have the 

same sinful hearts within us that they had in Jesus’ day and in Luther’s day. We all at times 

have the desire to create a God, a Jesus, and a salvation according to our own thinking of 

how things should be. Like the religious leaders of Jesus day, we can be tempted to see 

Jesus as condemning the sins of others, especially the unbelievers in the world, while 

turning a blind eye to those sins that we struggle with. For example, we say, “After all, 

gossiping is nowhere near as bad as stealing or adultery.” But that sin is just as wrong 

as murder, theft, or adultery. Like the religious leaders of Luther’s day we can be tempted 

to see Jesus as one who loves us because of what we are doing for Him, because we attend 

Church regularly, and do good works for others. But that is not why He loves us. Like 

Luther we can see Jesus as being so angry and disappointed in us because of our continued 

sinning that we must do something to make amends with Him and earn His favor. But that 

is not the truth of Scripture either.  

Who Does Jesus Day He Is? 

Who does Jesus say He is? He is the Only Man who is at the same time the Divine Son of 

God. He is God who is the Word made flesh who came down to live among us so that 

through the testimony of Scripture we might know the invisible and unknowable God. He is 

the God who doesn’t always make logical sense to us because His ways are higher than our 

ways.  

He is the God who became man to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

He came to suffer God’s wrath over all mankind’s sins, even those who would never believe 

in Him. He came to suffer and die for your sins, every single one of them. And He came to do 

that not out of obligation, but out of love, the greatest kind of love there is, the strongest 

kind of love: sacrificial and unconditional. He came, suffered and died, and rose again so 

that you might know the slate has been cleared, your debt of sin paid in full, you owe 

nothing to God anymore. Even as you continue to sin, in your baptism that sin continues to 

be washed to the cross where it was atoned for in full.  

This doesn’t make sense to people. How could God no longer be angry with me over my 

sin? My sins make others angry, and I have to do things to make them happy with me again. 

Why not with God? Jesus’ answer is that He hates the sin but loves the sinner. His gift of 

faith given by the Spirit through the Gospel is at work in you to keep you in a repentant 

faith relationship where you see yourself as an undeserving sinner who is forgiven not 

because of what you have done or could do, but because of all Christ has done for you and 

given to you be grace: God’s free gift at Christ’s Expense. To say you have to do something 

to earn this gift is to say Jesus’ death and resurrection was not sufficient to forgive you. But 

by faith we hold fast to Jesus’ words spoken from the cross, “It is finished, your debt has 

been paid in full. You no longer owe anything to God. Live in this gift of love and 

grace by faith.” 
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Living Out Our Confession of Who Jesus Is 

How do we continue to live in this grace? By letting the Spirit remind us of it through 

Confession and Absolution. We confess who we are, sinners who cannot earn God’s favor 

on our own, yet have His favor and forgiveness as His free gift of grace which we hold by 

faith as truth through the power of the Holy Spirit. We confess that we are forgiven, just as 

our brother or sister who has angered us and sinned against us is forgiven.  

This is not something that our hearts and minds naturally accept. We live in a world that 

works on earning what you receive. That’s why we need the Holy Spirit to continue to 

reveal the Wisdom and Word of God that is higher than our own. We need to allow Him to 

speak into our lives through the study of His Word and through our participation in Word 

and Sacrament ministry. And then by the power of the Holy Spirit share this higher wisdom 

that is the Gospel with those our Savior puts in our path. 

Conclusion 

Who do you say Jesus is? People throughout history have given the wrong answer in regard 

to who Jesus is, what He came to do, and how we can be saved. When we look within 

ourselves and our human logic for answers, we will get it wrong. God thinks and works in 

ways that are higher than ours. God loves with a love greater than what we have in our 

hearts. God forgives not based on what you have done or could do but based on everything 

Jesus Christ your Savior has already done for you. That is the message of the Reformation. 

May that be who you say Jesus Christ is. Live in that faith throughout your life here on this 

earth and all the way until Christ calls you home. Amen 


