Written: Matthew 10:34-39 “When the Gospel of Peace Brings Division”

5th Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 8
Sunday, June 28th, 2026

Text: Matthew 10:34-39

#"Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | have not come to bring peace, but

a sword. * For | have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. * And a person's enemies will be those of his
own household. ¥ Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. * And whoever does not take
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. *Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.

Exegetical Statement

Jesus is the God-Man who wants the world to have His gift of peace. But this is not peace at any cost. The
Gospel will cause division, because God’s word, in order for it to do its job has to cut away at sin in our hearts
like a sword. There is no middle of the road spiritually: either you believe and trust in Jesus and have life with
Him now and eternally, or you are against Him and are apart from Him now heading toward eternal
separation. This division the Gospel causes can reach down into family relationships. As much as we love our
family members, we must love our Lord and Savior more, and choose to serve Him. When we do that, as His
witness, we are still doing the most loving thing for them, because to give up the truth in the name of earthly
peace condemns them as well as us to eternal damnation. We must give up the life of following the world to
follow our Savior, which means being willing to pick up whatever cross comes with standing in faith toward
Him, and in doing so opposing the world. But those who welcome our Gospel witness welcome Christ into
their lives. And whoever does the smallest thing to help the Church’s mission will be blessed along with those
they help. As we do the work of the prophet by sharing Law and Gospel, and live out our faith as one in right
standing we may receive the reward of division and persecution from those around us. But we will also
receive the reward of seeing those the Spirit converts through us who will join us in eternal life.

Focus Statement:

There is no middle of the road for us or for those we live amongst. That means our lives of Gospel Witness
may cause division and persecution. The loving thing is not to seek peace no matter what the cost, but in love
and service toward Christ be willing to give up a life of peace with the world for the life of peace and faithful
witness to Him. When we love Him and serve Him above family, we serve the God who loves even those who
divide against us. We continue to love them as He loves them, and pray we can be a faithful witness to turn
their hearts and minds around. No one is deserving of Him, but Christ declares us worthy by the faith He gives
to us, which we share to all through the Gospel Message.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

Living in faith and witness will cause division between us and the unbelieving world. We might try to
avoid it through silence and non-confrontation, or err on the other side by creating division to prove
we are right instead of pointing to Jesus.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Worship, serve, love Christ above all else. Stand firm in our faithful witness, not to win arguments,
but to faithfully point to Jesus. Work to bring others to Jesus first, and in faith let the Spirit working
through the Word sanctify them and remove obstacles of division.

Subject Sentence: Only the Love of and Faith in Christ can Heal Division
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Introduction: The Paradox with Matthew 10:34

Matthew 10:34 Don’t assume that I came to bring peace on the earth. I did not come
to bring peace, but a sword.

As our Gospel Lesson opens, Jesus has been preparing the Twelve to go out into the villages
and cities of Galilee as His apostolic ambassadors to preach His message of saving faith in
Him. He told them in last week’s Gospel Lesson that it won’t be easy, that persecution will
come to them, persecution and rejection that reaches down into one’s own family. He tells
them things that would cause fear, yet He commands them not to be afraid because He is in
charge watching over them. He tells them not to fear mortal enemies that can only end our
life here on earth, but fear their falling away from faith in the God who will send
unbelievers to eternal destruction on the Last Day. While not everything that Jesus told
them is applicable to us today, some of the things from last week’s Gospel Lesson are, and
even more so is today’s lesson as we draw closer to the end of time.

Jesus kicks off our Gospel Lesson today with a strong, puzzling, and paradoxical statement
concerning His ministry and mission. He says that He didn’t come to bring “peace”. Yet
what does He say in other passages in Scripture? To the sinful women who washed His feet
with her tears and dried them with her hair He said in Luke 7:50b “Your faith has saved
you. Go in peace.” To these very disciples He is instructing now, after He had risen from
the dead, John 20:19 When it was evening on that first day of the week, the disciples
were gathered together with the doors locked because they feared the Jews. Jesus
came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” This is a statement we
repeat over and over again here in worship. And at the very beginning of His earthly life, in
Luke 2:13-14 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased!”

For someone of whom Peace is spoken and whom He Himself declares Peace to others, this
makes Matthew 10:34 somewhat puzzling, if not paradoxical in nature.

Giving Peace Not as the World Does

Perhaps this statement in the Upper Room given as He is preparing them for His going
away in His crucifixion and death explains the paradox better. John 14:27 “Peace I leave
with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let your
heart be troubled or fearful.” Jesus does come to bring peace, just not peace the way the
world describes it, or on the world’s terms.
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We live in a post-Christian Culture. In the past, up and into the 1970’s, our American
culture had a different view of the Church than it does now in the 215t century. It used to be
that people attended Church for reasons other than strictly faith. It was a part of what was
done on a Sunday morning, you got up, cleaned up, and went to Church. Family members
that really didn’t believe in what was taught in Church would still go under pressure by
husband or wife, mom or dad. Businessmen would attend to be seen as a respectable
citizen and because it was a good place to do networking with other businessmen in the
days before Facebook and Twitter.

It used to be that our culture, by and large, whether people were believers in what
Scripture taught or not, believed in the moral code that is the 21d table of the 10
commandments. These words were inscribed on many courthouse walls. But here in the
21st century our culture no longer holds fast to this moral code, or the values and beliefs
that Scripture teaches as truth. What guides culture today is what the majority think is
okay and permissible. Here are three examples of how what is okay and permissible has
changed since the 1960’s and before.

Before 1973 abortion was considered to be illegal in the United States. After Roe vs. Wade
passed and continuing on until now the opinion of culture has shifted. While only 25% of
women living in this country have had an abortion, 65% of men and women think that it is
okay and should be offered in some way shape or form legally. And so, we find it legal today
in all 50 states.

Before 1960 there were laws on the books prohibiting homosexual acts. Open marriages
between two men or two women were unheard of. On June 26, 2015, same sex unions
became legal and is permissible in all 50 states. Even though less than 1% of Americans live
in a same sex relationship, 69% of Americans support legal recognition of same sex
marriages.

In my father’s day, who was a World War Il vet, the idea that it was okay for someone to
change their birth sex was unthinkable. The Affordable Care Act of 2010 expanded
protection for gender affirming care which includes puberty blockers, hormone therapy,
and medical procedures for those who are looking to transition. While the number of
people in the U.S who are 13 years and older who identify as transgender are less than 1%,
over 85% of Americans support transgender rights.

The “Peace” that the world calls on us, the Church, to have with these issues is anywhere
from “live and let live” to complete tolerance and acceptance. This tolerance and
acceptance mean that Christians better not say anything about these issues being wrong in
God’s eyes. If you do, you can publicly be labeled as homophobic, transphobic, intolerant,
and infringing upon a basic human right of women that is “my body, my choice”.

We live in a society that preaches tolerance and acceptance of all views, except the truth of
Scripture. You can see that our culture’s idea of peace is not the same as our Saviors.
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Our Witness to Christ Can Bring Division

Psalms 139:13-16 13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful
are your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 1¢ Your
eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the
days that were formed for me,

We believe and confess that what exists in a mother’s womb is a life from the beginning of
conception.

Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

We believe and confess that God’s original design for marriage and the building block of
society is one man untied with one woman.

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.

We believe that God creates each individual with a unique birth sex. This can be seen
scientifically. If you are born with XX sex chromosomes your birth sex is female. If you are
born with XY chromosomes your birth sex is male. By the way, only 1.7% or less of all those
born have a combination different than this.

Many in culture know what we believe, teach, and confess about these issues. All you have
to say in some circles is that you are an LCMS Christian and the division is already planted.
This is the sword that Jesus spoke of.

The growing animosity of culture toward what we confess from Scripture is the reason so
many Denominations are supporting abortion, same sex marriage, and transgender, This
support is not just in the laity, but it is becoming permissible in the clergy. And these issues
aren’t just things that are outside of our congregation. Some of you have family members
who are dealing with these things.

Because our culture regards our confession of truth concerning these hot button topics
with intolerance, it wants nothing to do Gospel that we have to proclaim. They don’t want a
God who would condemn certain lifestyles. They want a Jesus, who is like them, tolerant of
all lifestyles. He came to love all not judge all. They want a Jesus who in the end He would
never condemn a “good person” to eternal damnation.
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Remember Jesus Love for All as we Witness the Gospel

Matthew 10:37-38 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.

As we go out into the world, or even go to our own family members, what should we do?
Just keep quiet about these issues and let bygones be bygones? Keep in mind Jesus warning
from Matthew 10:37-38. When we make our relationships to our family, friends, and
culture more important than our relationship to Jesus, then He says we are not worthy of
Him. Jesus demands to have first place in our lives.

But we need to remember who this Jesus is: He is the God who became a man, who loves
the sinner but hates the sin. He hates your sin and my sin. [ have not had an abortion, I have
not lived in a same sex marriage, I have no plans to alter my birth sex. But the sins that I
have committed are just as damning in the eyes of Jesus as anyone else alive on this earth.
And the same holds true for you.

1 Timothy 2:3-4 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Each person we encounter, whether they be Christians or non-Christians, Christ calls us to
see them with the same eyes that He has. He loves them just as much as He loves you, and
He desires them to be a part of His kingdom on earth now, and into eternity just as much as
He desires you and me to be. He came to earth to take their sins, as well as yours, upon
Himself and died to forgive them all. And He sends His Holy Spirit out to work in the hearts
of all people, not just you and I, but people of all persuasions and lifestyles. All people, no
exceptions.

How Can We Witness When the Gospel Brings the Sword?

So how should we go about sharing our faith when the Gospel and our confession of truth
brings a sword of division?

First of all, remember what will be the deciding factor on Judgment Day when you stand
before the Lord Jesus Christ. It will not matter if you had an abortion, it will not matter if
you ever lived in a same sex relationship, it will not matter if you ever thought about or
acted on changing your birth sex. The only thing that will matter is did you die believing in
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Did you live and die trusting in Him for the
forgiveness of all your sins.
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Therefore, the most important message we have to share with the world is we (you and I)
fall short of how God expects us to live. Talk about sins other than these hot topics, sins that
you are guilty of yourself. Then witness to your faith that Jesus’ death and resurrection
forgives them all. When the Holy Spirit has worked faith in their heart, then you will have
His help and guidance to walk through these other hot topics with them.

If you are pushed into a discussion on the Bible’s position on abortion, same sex marriage,
or transgenderism, remember that heated debates most of the time, especially those that
turn into angry arguments, do not end in the saving of souls. You may win the debate, but
all that will do is entrench the other person in their position and more than likely cut them
off from ever wanting to talk with you anymore. Constantly bringing up your beliefs over
and over again with relatives who don’t share them, especially when its off topic, does
nothing but hurt your witness. People are not nagged into faith in Christ.

Instead do everything from a heart that is filled with Jesus’ love, the same sacrificial and
unconditional love He has for you. Put on your armor, and don’t respond in anger. Pray;
before, during, and after. Let the Holy Spirit prepare you through personal devotion time,
Bible Study, and attending Word and Sacrament Worship. In all these settings the Spirit is
at work building you up in faith and love.

And finally remember that Conversion is not your work, it's the miraculous supernatural
work of the Holy Spirit. Whose to say that there won’t be another Christian coming behind
you to pick up where you left off?

Closing Illustration

[ want to close with this story. At one of our Pastor’s Bible Studies a pastor at another
Church told us about a newspaper article that had been brought to him. One of his
parishioners handed him an announcement from the local paper. It notified the public that
one of his members was officially changing his name from Matthew to Michele. The pastor
was asking how he should approach this.

I recalled a podcast I had listened to where a Seminary professor was giving advice to
parents who are approached by their child demanding that they be identified by a different
gender. He said many times the child will come forward with a list of demands and a script
provided by someone else. In effect what happens is that as the child comes “out of the
closet” the parents go in, embarrassed and ashamed to talk with anyone about it.

He advised that in all you do, you address the child with love, the love you have because
they are your child. You also need to communicate the love that Jesus has for them and for
all people. However, that does not mean that you must comply with all their demands.
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When it comes to their name, tell them the story behind why you gave them the name you
did, how meaningful it is to you as parents. Explain to them how they were born either a
boy or a girl, and their birth sex is how you as their parent will always think of them.
Explain to them that God made them a boy or a girl on purpose as a unique individual, with
either XX or XY chromosomes according to His plan and purpose. He gave them a special
personality to serve Him in His kingdom. Just because some boys have effeminate qualities
doesn’t change the fact they were born male. Likewise, just because a girl has masculine
qualities doesn’t change the fact that her birth sex is female. Their birth sex is the way you
know them and plan on interacting with them.

Conclusion

Above all, whether it’s your children, family, friends, neighbors; no matter what they
believe about abortion, same sex marriage, or transgenderism, they, like you and I, are poor
miserable sinners. They need Jesus. With love, patience, understanding, and through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, give them Jesus. May His Spirit grab hold of their hearts and
change and conform it to the likeness of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as He is doing to
you and to me. Amen.
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