Written Copy: Matthew 10:28-33 “Faith Overcoming Fear”

The 4t Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 7
Sunday, June 21st, 2026 (Father’s Day)
Text: Matthew 10:28-33

2 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. % Are
not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. ** But even the hairs of your
head are all numbered. * Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. * So everyone who acknowledges me
before men, | also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 hut whoever denies me before men, | also will deny
before my Father who is in heaven.

Exegetical Statement

Jesus, as He prepares the 12 to go out and do the work of apostles, doesn’t pull any punches on how difficult it
could be to share His kingdom message in a culture that doesn’t acknowledge it needs a Savior and definitely
doesn’t want a king. The physical persecution He describes isn’t necessarily aimed at us who, while not
having been called as apostles, still are called to be His evangelists as His Church. Christians across the world
are currently suffering physical persecution like what Jesus describes, and that could one day come upon the
Church in America. But we are beginning to see the emotional and spiritual persecution at the hands of
culture that demands to be its own king, its own God, and re-write the laws as it sees fit. But our loving and
protective Father sees our struggles and only allows the persecution that benefits us in our faith walk all the
way to eternity. He doesn’t call us to remain and subject ourselves to continued torture. As our King suffered
on earth we may also participate in the same kind of suffering. But that doesn’t mean He doesn’t love us. We
are very precious to Him and mean the world to Him as seen by the sacrifice of His own Son to save us from
eternal separation. His Spiritis at work in us to keep us confessing faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
despite what the world might say about us or do to us. He commands us to stop being afraid so that in fear we
will not turn away from Him. But when we are tempted to do so, by the Spirit's work of repentance we are
turned back and kept in that confession of faith, knowing that, as Jesus promised He will know and confess us
as precious beloved children of the Father made perfect by Him for eternal life to come. Those who follow the
world by denying Jesus as Lord and Savior to the end of their life on earth will suffer eternally far worse than
any Christian suffers at the hands of the devil working through the unbelieving world.

Focus Statement:

Jesus knows the struggles of witnessing faith in a world that doesn’t want a king nor sees a need for
a Savior. Out of the same great love He has for us, He wants to use us as mouthpieces for the Holy
Spirit to share His kingdom message that: all people are enslaved to sin, and He has done all that is
necessary to break that enslavement by taking our place and punishment. And through the gift of
faith, we are declared free to live under Him, our gracious and loving King, who protects us
physically, emotionally, and spiritually so that we continue to confess our repentant faith in Him
unto life everlasting.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

While we like the public display of worship gathered in God’s house we shy away from it in public,
fearing shame and emotional persecution by our culture that doesn’t see the need for a Savior and
has no use for a King beyond themselves.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Through Jesus sacrificial love, witness His salvation work to the world, knowing He is at work to keep
us confessing Him, so we live with Him now and forever.

Subject Sentence: Witness His sacrificial love despite persecution
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Introduction: My Thrill Turned Fear of Roller Coasters

Today is the first day of summer. And one of the things I loved to do as a teen when school
was out for the summer was go visit amusement parks and ride the rides. How do you feel
about rollercoasters; those big and fast ones that they have at Cedar Point? Raise your hand
if you enjoyed riding them when you were younger. Now raise your hand if you still enjoy
riding them today. I confess to you my feelings about them have changed as I grew older.

When I was a teenager, young and stupid, the scariest ride at Cedar Point was The Blue
Streak. What I enjoyed about it was the feeling of the rush of speed, and as you went up and
over the crest of the hills, the feeling like you might be thrown from your seat. They had
seat belts we were supposed to wear. But as I said, being young and stupid, my friends and
[ would take the seat belts off. All that was holding us in as we whipped over the top of
those hills was the crash bar that went across our knees. We would raise our hands in the
air, and as we flew over those hills our knees would come up and hit that crash bar. We
knew that if it wasn’t for that bar we would’ve gone flying off into space. That was the
greatest rush. As I said, young and stupid.

Well, some would argue that I haven’t gained that much intelligence, but I'm definitely not
as young as [ once was. I've gained not just a healthy fear of heights, but a fear that at times
is almost debilitating. I've learned that I'm not going to live forever. I've learned that I don’t
want to spend the remainder of my life as a cripple.

The Blue Streak is still operational at Cedar Point, but I've learned that I no longer need
that rush of excitement that I once craved. And the roller coasters have gotten a lot bigger
and more terrifying. They now have one called The Thrill: A triple-launch coaster that
shoots you forward at 74 mph, backward at 101 mph, and finally forward at a blistering
120 mph. King’s Island has The Drop: You are launched straight up a 420-foot tower
before plummeting vertically. I've learned that I'd rather sit and watch other younger
people enjoy those rides.

The Fear of Evangelism

No matter if you are someone who loves the thrill and danger of roller coasters, or like me
would rather not, most of us are not that excited when it comes to Evangelism. In fact, the
general reaction is one of fear. It’s one thing to talk with our brothers and sisters in Christ
about our faith. It’s another thing to talk with our family members who don’t go to Church.
And it's a totally different thing when we think about witnessing our faith to the culture we
live in, especially beyond friends, family, and acquaintances. And our Gospel Reading
probably doesn’t help matters any for us.
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Now as we consider Jesus’ instructions and warnings to The Twelve who He was sending
out to do the work of Apostles, continued instructions from last Sunday, there are some
things we should keep in mind. Not all of what He says applies to us here today in this
place. This Gospel Lesson was directed first and foremost to The Twelve as Jesus was
sending them out as Apostles.

Jesus last week and continuing on into this week describes the kind of physical persecution
that can come as one shares the Gospel Message. This is the kind of persecution that could
get one kicked out of a town, or brought before the local authorities and put in jail. And in
the worst case scenario, might mean physical abuse and suffering, or even death. While the
Twelve probably did not suffer anything that drastic initially, they certainly did when they
went out after Jesus Resurrection and Ascension. All of them, including Paul, would meet
their end in a horrible way. Church tradition has it that the Apostle John died of old age, but
only after suffering being boiled in oil and then exiled to a lonely Island for preaching Jesus
Christ as Lord God above Caesar. Jesus warns that as He, our Master suffered, we should
not be surprised if the world treats us the same way.

And if that’s not enough, suffering at the hands of strangers, persecution can come from
within one’s own family. Imagine what it would be like to have your father turning against
you because of your faith in Christ, or your spouse, or your children turning you over to the
authorities to be Kkilled for giving witness about Jesus as their Lord and Savior. This has not
been our experience as Christians in America, thanks and praise be to God. But it is the
story for other Christians across the globe when they publicly share their faith. It’s not
happening here yet, but one day it could. The book of Revelation describes the situation
before Christ returns as being all governments and human institutions like schools,
hospitals, social clubs, all turning against and ready to persecute the Church: those who
faithfully confess faith in Christ.

For the most part, we have not reached that point of widespread persecution in this
country yet. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t going on. Perhaps some of the national news
stories of attacks against Christian schools comes to mind, especially the 2015 shooting at a
Community College in Oregon where the gunman asked victims if they were Christian, and
those who responded “yes”, he replied that they were about to see God, then proceeded to
shoot them. There have been other attacks on places of worship, including the Mormon
Church in Grand Blanc. These things cause worry in the world and even here among us.
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But what we most often encounter in our day is verbal persecution, character
assassination, or being canceled. Just try posting something about Jesus on your Facebook
page as being the answer to the problems of our country and watch the hateful comments
roll in. Back when the “No Kings” protests were just getting started [ posted this picture of
the silhouette of Jesus, wearing a crown of thorns, with the message of “No kings” changed.
The “No” was crossed out and the word “Kings” changed to the singular, using blood red
ink. So, what it now read was “One King”, and below that in smaller letters, “Fixed it”. To me
this witnessed that the answer to the hatred and discord fomented on both sides of the
protest was found in turning to the King of the Universe who rules by wearing the crown of
thorns in your place.

[ thought there might be some naysayers, those who would comment along the lines of the
problem and it’s solution was not that simple. However [ wasn’t expecting the reaction that
[ got. People responded in ways that were downright nasty. The real surprise came from a
gentleman I met in Chicago who was involved with a Worshiping Church called Jesus
People, who lived together and served the poor and homeless in the community while
exhibiting the love of Christ. He is no longer with that community, but he was someone
with whom I had great discussions while we shared our faith in Jesus. He was extremely
offended by my post, accusing me of being insensitive to those who were genuinely scared
of Donald Trump taking over our country as a ruling monarch. It couldn’t have been more
offensive to him if instead of the picture being Jesus with the crown of thorns, it was Donald
Trump. I tried to share how this reflected my faith in Christ as my Savior and my King, as
well as the King of the Universe. This didn’t seem to help, but only made him even angrier.
And not just him, but friends of mine from High School and college. I even had a chastising
comment from a member of congregation of my home congregation before going to
Seminary, saying how insensitive I was. Maybe some of you have had similar experiences.

You can see the videos on Facebook and YouTube of Christians going to anti- ICE and pro
Trans rallies and how they are treated. Most are just standing there trying to begin a calm
conversation, yet they are shouted at with people getting right in their face, shouting at the
top of their lungs, breaking their signs and throwing them away, and threatening violence if
they don’t pack up and leave. All this happens in the country that claims freedom of speech,
the right to worship as one sees fit, and the right to peaceably gather.

All of these things, along with our fear of being ridiculed, made fun of either to our face or
behind our backs, the fear of being canceled on social media, as well as losing some of our
friends, fuel our natural fear of sharing our faith with others who do not believe as we do.
The problem is we live in a culture that by and large thinks it can supply all of its own
needs of body and soul, and doesn’t see the need for Savior, and definitely has no desire for
a King beyond crowning each individual as the ruler of their own life. [t can make us hide
our faith. Given time, and left unchecked, this fear could erode and cancel our faith, driving
us away from Him.
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Jesus doesn’t pull any punches as He calls us to be His Gospel witnesses. He doesn’t make
any false promises, or sugar coat what we may face. But just as clearly, He gives us a great
message of assurance and hope.

Jesus’ Words of Assurance and Hope to His Church

Matthew 10:28-30 28 Don’t fear those who Kill the body but are not able to kill the
soul; rather, fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 2° Aren’t two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your
Father’s consent. 30 But even the hairs of your head have all been counted.

Jesus lays out the reasons we need not be afraid, or can stop being afraid of sharing our
faith in Him. Wherever you go and whatever you do you are under the watchful eye and
protection of the Father. The same God who cares for and feeds even the sparrows, and
make sure not one of them dies without the Father’s consent, is caring and protecting you
too.

And as Jesus says, you are worth so much more than sparrows. God the Son didn’t come to

give His life for sparrows, but He did for you. You're so precious that the sinless Son of God
took your sin upon Himself, your fears and refusals to share faith in Him, and died for them
so that you would not be eternally judged by them. You are so precious He sends His Spirit
to deliver this wonderful salvation to you personally, through the Holy Spirit’s work in the

Gospel message, and the water of baptism, to seal you in that saving faith toward Him.

He keeps coming to you with this message of His supernatural, abiding, and steadfast love.
For as many times as you let fear silence your witness to Jesus, His grace overflows and
overpowers that in Confession and Absolution. His desire is that throughout your life on
this earth you would always return to acknowledge and confess Him as your Lord and your
Savior. And it is His Spirit at work in you so that on the Last Day He will acknowledge you
as a precious child of the Heavenly Father, deserving of the Eternal Life, His gift to you.

Jesus Message of Love and Hope to the World

This Gospel Message of love and hope He has for you is the same message He wants you
and me to share with those around us: those whose faith is weak, as well as those who have
no faith at all. He wants them to know what their end will be if they come before Him on the
Last Day having denied Him their entire life on earth: eternal destruction of body and soul
in hell.
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And just as He doesn’t want that for you, He doesn’t want that for them either. He wants to
call them to Himself through the power of His Spirit working in the Gospel Message. He
picks you and me to be the means for His Spirit to work, as broken and ill equipped as we
are at times. He is preparing you for this work today, right now, through this worship
service. And His Spirit knows who it is you may have a divine appointment with this week.
He is at work preparing you for that. He wants you to do your part by reading and studying
His word, and attending Bible Study. But in the end it’s not about your performance or even
your choice of words. It’s not about how eloquently you gave witness to your faith. It’s
about the powerful way His Spirit works through broken sinners like me and you.

Conclusion

[ still don’t have the desire to ride The Blue Streak, or The Thrill, or The Drop. And there
are still times that I am afraid to share my faith. There are opportunities that I let pass by
out of fear that I might be ridiculed, cancelled, or worse. Jesus commands me to share my
faith, and I know and confess that when I refuse that is a sin. But the Holy Spirit answers
back that this sin, like all the other sins I commit, has been forgiven by my Lord and Savior,
my King. He loves me, He forgives me, He sends me back out, giving me other opportunities
to share my faith again. That is His message to you too.

He wants you to know that your life is in His hands. Not one sparrow drops to the ground
without His permitting it. And you are worth far more than sparrows. We each have a date
when we will draw our last breath on this earth. Jesus knows when that is. And no one can
change that date, not even the devil. He is the God ruling over the universe including all
things and all people. Fear not! Instead let your faith in Jesus’ love, forgiveness, and
powerful yet watchful care banish fear in your life. Amen.
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