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Written Copy: Luke 7:41-47 “Reasons to be Thankful” 
Thanksgiving Eve 2025 

Wednesday, November 26th, 2025 

Text: Luke 7:41-43 
41 

"A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 

When 

they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
43 

Simon 

answered, "The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt." And he said to him, "You have 

judged rightly." 

Exegetical Statement 

Jesus accepts the invitation to dine at the home of a proud Pharisee. This man considers himself to be right 
with God through His law keeping, owing no debt of sin. In comes a woman, whom he regards to be a sinner, 
owing a debt of sin beyond what she could ever repay through any amount of law keeping. And look at what 
she is doing! She is performing acts of loving hospitality and service beyond what the Pharisee even thought 
of doing. But he sees them as disgusting and proof that Jesus is an imposter. So, Jesus tells the parable about 
the two debtors: one who owed a large amount and one who owed a smaller amount. And amazingly the 
moneylender cancels both of their debts. Obviously the one who had the huge amount canceled would show 
greater love and thankfulness. And that one is this woman, who confesses her debt of sin is beyond 
repayment, but before her is the One who came to make her right once again with God. This Pharisee also 
owes God a huge debt for his trust in work righteousness but shows no loving gratitude thinking that he 
himself could square things with God. The women washes Jesus’ feet with her tears, dries them with her hair, 
and anoints them not to earn anything from Him, but in great thankfulness for His love. And Jesus confirms 
that all of her debt of sin has been forgiven, not by her works, but it is her faith in Him that has saved her. She 
can go knowing she has peace with God. And by the same faith so can you and me.  

Focus Statement: 

The key to true thankfulness and praise to God is seeing ourselves as those who owe such a huge 

debt of sin to God that we could never repay it. We do not deserve His blessings now or for eternity. 

But we have them by faith in the One who came to retire this massive debt. God the Son became 

incarnate so that He could pay my debt of sin with His own body and blood given on the cross. This 

payment is for all sin, past, present, and future. And not just for me but for all. He declares me to be 

in right standing with God, who blesses me with temporal, emotional, and spiritual gifts beyond 

what I could ever earn or deserve. He provides all that I truly need now and keeps me in steadfast 

faith to enjoy the bliss of eternal life to come. 

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:   

We know that we should be thankful, we are told how blessed we are to live in this place 

with our many gifts, but that falls short of creating true thankfulness and praise, because 

there is always something missing that we want or need.  

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Remember the debt of sin that we owe God has been completely paid by Jesus as His free 

gift, along with all the other gifts He gives us. Let His love which comes with His gift of faith 

be the motivation for true thankfulness, praise, and service as His body, the church.  

Subject Sentence: Jesus’ debt relief brings eternal thanksgiving 
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Introduction: Debt Makes Us Feel Less than Thankful 

It’s Thanksgiving Eve, the time when maybe you expect me to be preaching at you and 

exhorting you that you need to be thankful for all that you have. I could do that. But there 

are times in my experience that reciting all the blessings I should be thankful for isn’t 

enough to create that true feeling of thankfulness in my heart. Do you ever feel that way? 

What could be the problem blocking that feeling from surfacing?  

You ever look at someone you know who seems to have it all together? Perfect house, 

family, and life? Have you ever wondered how it is that he is so blessed? Someone like this 

guy: (Show Video)  

Have you ever found yourself deeply in debt? I have. There was a time in my life when due 

to unforeseen circumstances Susan and I could not pay the mortgage on our house, and we 

ended up being evicted. The notice came around Thanksgiving/Christmas time. We knew it 

was coming but couldn’t find anyone who could help us. Thanksgiving that year for Susan 

and I was less than thankful.  

Perhaps you can relate to being deeply in debt. Perhaps not. But I think most of us have 

experience with having to take out a loan to buy a car, a house, or have financed some other 

expensive item. And all of us owe our government taxes. Any and all those things can make 

us feel less than thankful.  

Now there are those companies that specialize in debt relief. Every morning, I hear a radio 

commercial of this one older sounding man with a southern drawl telling me that if I’ve 

been tricked into buying a time share, he can help me get out of it. What a nice sounding 

gentleman, right? He will help me, but for a price. I will end up owing him something. Same 

thing with all the other debt relief companies that advertise. They are going to charge you 

or invite you to take out a loan with them, not exactly solving your debt problem, but 

adding to it. Nothing is free, right? 

Perhaps it’s not the debt that you owe someone else. Maybe you consider yourself debt 

free. Perhaps it’s the debt you feel someone else owes you. Have you ever loaned anyone 

something of yours and struggled to get it back. Have you ever seen someone else as owing 

you the debt of an apology for wrongs said or done? 

One or more of these things may have touched your life recently: You owe someone else, 

someone else owes you, or even the opinion that as a self-made man you don’t owe anyone 

anything. Even if that is the case it is hard to be content, because what we see on TV, hear 

on radio, read in magazines, or see on Facebook tries to convince us that we really aren’t 

satisfied, we don’t have everything we need yet. Any and all of these things can block our 

hearts from experiencing true thankfulness.  
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Just Me Telling You to be Thankful Doesn’t Work 

That’s why me just telling you to be thankful for all you have really doesn’t work. I could 

bring to your mind how blessed you are to live in this country, in this place, and that is true; 

you and I are blessed. Given the struggles and life conditions in most other countries in the 

world we are truly blessed. To have the technology and answers at our fingertips through 

smartphones and the internet means we are truly blessed. Having clothes and food and a 

safe place to live and worship are blessings so many others in the world would love to have, 

and for these things we are truly blessed.  

So where is that heartfelt thankfulness? Where is the heartfelt worship and praise we 

should be giving here on this day? Is it really coming out of our mouths? Is that feeling of 

thankfulness and gratefulness living like a fire in you today, or is it kind of lukewarm? Do 

the debts you owe others, or do the debts owed to you work to dampen that fire? As we 

look to Black Friday shopping, and Christmas shopping, and see the ads for all those things 

the world says we should want and desire, does our dissatisfaction with what we have now 

block true feelings of thanksgiving? 

Do you deep down ever find yourself wondering, “Why should I be thankful?” If that is the 

case for you, Jesus’ parable in our Gospel reading is for you, and for me. 

Jesus Parable of the Two Debtors 

Luke 7:41-42 41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. 

Now which of them will love him more?” 

Jesus tells us about two men who owed a debt to a moneylender. One owed 50 denarii and 

the other 500 denarii. With a denarius at that time being the average pay for a day’s labor, 

and given that one could not work on the Sabbath, the one would have to work almost two 

months to pay off his debt. The other would have to work for over a year and half. And that 

would be if they could devote their entire wage to paying the debt, forget about putting 

food on the table and buying other necessities in life. On top of that Jesus tells us that 

neither had the means to pay off the debt.  

When a person could not pay off their debt they would often be thrown into Debtors’ 

Prison. You would be imprisoned until you or a family member or friend paid off your debt. 

These men didn’t have anyone who could step in and do that. Debtors Prison in Jesus day 

was no walk in the park, it was harsh treatment, and sometimes the person would die 

before they could ever see freedom.  
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Can you imagine what it would be like to be the person who owed the 500 hundred denarii 

and have the moneylender cancel your debt? The moneylender is doing this as a free gift, 

no strings attached, no additional loan to take out, no having to work as his slave. He clears 

up the loan and the man goes free. Now for me, having been greatly in debt, that would be 

more than enough reason for true joy and thankfulness. How about you? 

Now let’s apply this parable to the two people present that Jesus addresses. There are 

Simon the Pharisee and an unnamed woman who is simply called a sinner. Simon as a 

Pharisee would not see himself as being in debt to anyone. In a material sense Pharisees 

tended to be wealthy. If anything, they would be the moneylender and not the debtor.  

But Jesus is telling this parable for a spiritual reason. We call sin a debt that is owed to God. 

It is a spiritual obligation we owe to the One who has given us life. We are obligated to live 

according to His rules and commands. When we fail to do so we incur the debt that is sin. 

What is the payment due for just one sin? Your life, eternal damnation. Just one sin is more 

than anyone could ever pay.  

Would Simon see himself as a spiritual debtor? Probably not. As a Pharisee he would see 

himself as being squared away and right with God because of the way he kept the 

commandments. And even if he did owe something, his law keeping and giving the perfect 

sacrifices balanced his books with the Almighty.  

This woman is the complete opposite. She knows exactly how great her offense is against 

God. By this Pharisee labeling her “a sinner” he is saying she is beyond ever making herself 

right with God by law keeping and sacrificing. He considers her a lost cause. She has 

probably been told that time and again by the religious leaders of the day and treated as 

one unwelcomed and unforgiven.  

Who is she in this parable? She is like the man who owed 500 denarii and then some. She 

confesses that she is unable to ever repay her debt of sin to God. And what is Jesus’ message 

to her? She will never have to.  

Luke 7:48-50 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were 

at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives 

sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

How beautiful were these words from Jesus to this woman’s ears and heart? How beautiful 

should these words be to your ears and heart? Jesus says the same thing to you this very 

night. Who is this that even forgives sins? He is your Lord and Savior! 
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Jesus Has Canceled Your Debt 

You and I owe a debt of sin far beyond what we could ever repay. We disobey His command 

to love God and love one another daily, even hourly. Every time we might earn some favor 

through our obedience to Him, it is by far canceled out by a mountain of disobedience. The 

Debtors Prison we deserve is separation and suffering, both now and in the Eternal Lake of 

Fire where debtors will suffer body, soul and spirit for eternity with no relief, no one to buy 

their way out. 

But that will not be you because you trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. He has 

accomplished all that was necessary to cancel your debt of sin with God the Father. You 

owe nothing! That seems unbelievable, doesn’t it? How could that be? 

God is a God of justice. He can’t just forget a debt, sweep it under the covers. Your debt of 

sin must be paid. God the Son took on humanity so that He could pay that price for you. He 

paid with His very own body and blood in your place. He was the One perfect man that 

didn’t deserve to experience God’s wrath over sin. Yet as His gift of love He chose to take 

your place, take on your sin and your punishment, so that you could go free. He did that for 

you. He did that for every single person who ever was or ever will be born.  

You, right now, by faith, you are declared to be right with God. You owe Him nothing. You 

owe Jesus nothing, it was His gift of love. How thankful does that make you feel? How 

joyful? It makes me feel eternally grateful, desiring to give my Savior true thanks and praise 

from the bottom of my heart. 

Living In Thankfulness 

And that’s what His gift of the Holy Spirit is at work doing in your heart and life, creating 

true thankfulness and praise fueled by the love of Christ He pours into your heart and life 

with the gift of faith.  

The actions of the woman in our Gospel Lesson were not her earning this gift of the 

greatest debt relief. They were the outpouring of thanks and praise caused by who she 

knew Jesus to be by faith. Her faith moved her to honor Jesus in such a great way, just as 

Simon’s lack of faith blocked him from doing anything to honor Jesus.  

The Spirit works in us to keep us mindful of the great debt of sin each of us owes. Not to 

make us miserable, but so He can show us what a great gift we have in our Savior who paid 

the price for all of them, past sins, present sins, and future sins. He does this so that we 

might live each day in thankfulness that we have Jesus as Lord and Savior.  
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Conclusion 

Philippians 4:11-13 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned, in 

whatever situation I am, to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know 

how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 

plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. 

How is Paul able to honestly write and confess these words? He’s no different from you or I 

in that He is a poor miserable sinner just like that woman in Jesus’ parable was, just like 

you and I are. What was this strength he claimed? The knowledge he held by faith that 

Jesus had cancelled his great debt of sin. The fact that God was with him because of all Jesus 

had done through the presence of the Holy Spirit who provided for him, and was working 

in him to keep alive the sure and certain promise of eternal life. This promise held by faith 

was the strength that helped Paul overcome all the struggles he experienced and those 

times when he experienced need. And when he began to doubt and complain, the Holy 

Spirit pointed him back to Jesus. 

You and I have been given so many temporal gifts in our lives today. And because we are 

sinners sometimes these gifts are not enough to motivate true thankfulness. When that 

thankfulness begins to slip away for whatever reason, may the Holy Spirit refocus your 

attention on the debt that Jesus Christ paid for you, His free gift, along with all the other 

gifts that you have in your lifes. May that Spirit move you and I to give true thanks and 

praise to our God who provides not just those things we want in this life, but what we truly 

need. He provides for you all that you need in body, soul, and spirit so that you will, by 

faith, find yourself welcomed into the Eternal Paradise where you want for nothing, need 

nothing, but will find eternal joy and peace. Amen.  

 


