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370n the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and drink. 3 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water."

Exegetical Statement

During the Feast of Booths, the festival that all Jewish men were supposed to attend in Jerusalem
that celebrated God’s watchful care of the Israelites in the Wilderness Wanderings, Jesus stands up
and makes a proclamation about water. This festival also celebrated the blessing of the fall harvest
and included prayers to the Lord for the winter rain to come that would give an abundant harvest
for the spring. Daily during the festival, a priest would carry water from the spring of Siloam and
pour out a drink offering at the altar as a prayer for rain. But on the 8th day of this festival, a solemn
day when no work was to be done, this pouring out of water did not happen. This is when Jesus
stands up and proclaims that all who thirst come to Him and drink, for He is the source of rivers of
living water as the Scriptures foretold. As God He is the source of the winter rains and spring
harvest. He is the God who saved the Israelites from thirst providing water from the rock. From Him
pours out the Holy Spirit who delivers to all men the salvation won in His death and resurrection to
souls parched by sin and guilt. And that pouring out will take place in 6 months at the Feast of
weeks, also known as Pentecost, when His promise of sending the Holy Spirit would be fulfilled
after He was glorified in His resurrection and ascension.

Focus Statement:

Jesus Christ is the source of the living water, the only water that can quench the thirst in
our souls caused by sin and guilt. From Jesus pours out the forgiveness and salvation He
won for us on the cross and gives to us through the work of the Holy Spirit to establish and
strengthen faith. He saves us from eternal judgment by keeping us in faith relationship
throughout our time on this earth. His steadfast love and continued forgiveness through the
ongoing work of baptism keeps us from spiritual thirst and looking forward to eternal
refreshment.

Function Statement:
Why it’s important to know:

Our sin works to separate us from God who sustains us body and soul. Apart from
Him our souls become parched and dry with guilt, leaving us unprepared for the
Great Judgement Day to come.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Drink from the living water the Holy Spirit brings to us through the means of grace,
where Jesus’ atoning sacrifice and all the benefits it brings are given to each one of
us personally.

Subject Sentence: The Work of the Spirit to Satisfy Your Thirsty Soul
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Introduction: Who I Am

Shalom! Greetings faithful God-fearers! [ am blessed to be here among you today and be
part of your celebration of the Feast of Weeks. Not familiar with that name? We Jews called
this feast Shavuot, which is the Hebrew word for “weeks”. We also called this festival the
Feast of First Fruits because it celebrated the spring harvest. You call it by another name
which comes from the Greek Word meaning “fiftieth”. From that word you get Pentecost. It
was called that because this festival was fifty days after Passover.

My name is Zamarius, but my friends used to call me Zimri. [ was a good God-fearing Jew
from Parthia, a Parthian if you will. I lived in the area just south of the Caspian Sea, what
today would be the northern part of Iran. And no, I'm not here to talk about current events
or any kind of war your nation might be engaged in!

Pentecost: Why I Was There and What I Saw and Heard

I'm here speaking to you today because [ was there in Jerusalem on that Pentecost Day that
was read to you from Holy Scripture. [ want to tell you what [ saw and what my first
reaction to it was.

[t was read to you that these disciples of Jesus of Nazareth had a supernatural event where
tongues of fire appeared above their heads. I didn’t see that. And really, that’s not what this
day should be about for you. Looking around I don’t see any tongues of fire above your
heads. I don’t see any spots where your hair is singed. 'm not saying that didn’t happen. I
believe it did. I just didn’t see it. That was a miraculous sign for them, not for you and me. If
you are one of those who think you have to have that kind of manifestation above your
head, or you have to speak in tongues to be a child of God, then I am here to testify to you
that you are sorely mistaken.

My friends and [ heard the sound of a mighty rushing wind, yet we felt no wind. To feel
something that matched that sound would be like standing before a tornado heading right
at you. We followed the sound and found these disciples of Jesus of Nazareth in the temple
courtyard. My friends and [ were flabbergasted. | mean it was like my mouth was hanging
open and drool was running down the corner. [ never heard anything like it! These
simpletons from Galilee, who looked like uneducated fishermen, were speaking languages
that they shouldn’t and wouldn’t had known.

Now all of us knew Aramaic, that was the language of business throughout the area where I
lived. We knew some Hebrew as well because it was the language of the synagogue and the
temple for worship, and it was similar to Aramaic. The well educated and higher class knew
Greek. But at home and amongst ourselves, those who traveled to Jerusalem with me, we
spoke Parthian.
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But I was standing there hearing one of those disciples praising God and speaking of the
glorious works He has done for us not in Aramaic, or Hebrew, or Greek. This uneducated
Galilean was speaking in Parthian! And I could understand it clearly! Do you understand
why [ was off my rocker with amazement? And [ wasn'’t the only one. People from all over
the place, Jews who lived in other distant lands and spoke other languages were hearing
the same thing in their native tongue.

Well, we were trying to make heads or tails of this. We were asking one another, “What the
heck is going on here? What does this mean?”

What Does This All Mean? Look to Jesus at Feast of Booths

“What does this mean”. Your Pastor told me that is an important phrase for you in your
worship and practice; is that so? Some of those gathered thought they could explain away
this event as not being a supernatural act of God, but as men who had drunk too much
sweet wine. That was ridiculous! First of all, nobody drinks wine at the 34 hour of the day,
which would be your 9:00 AM. Secondly have you ever heard drunk people talk. These men
spoke clearly, not slurring their words.

As I contemplated this, the answer to “What does this mean” came from what I
remembered witnessing at another Jewish festival about 6 months earlier. It is called “The
Festival of the Booths”. It was called that because all God-fearing Jewish men were
supposed to travel to Jerusalem and live in booths or huts: temporary dwellings where the
roofs were to be made of tree branches, palm fronds, anything grown on the earth. The
purpose was to recall and celebrate the way the LORD God watched over and provided for
His people Israel during their 40 years of wandering in the Wilderness. I guess it would
kind of be like how some of you camp out for your Memorial Day Weekend. I see we have
the smart ones here among us today who are not outside living in a tent!

The Festival of the Booths also celebrated the fall harvest. We gathered to thank God for the
crops. It was also a time to implore our Lord to send the winter rains so that the spring
harvest would be bountiful. The first Seven Days of this Eight Day festival included a priest
carrying water in procession from the spring of Siloam to the temple in a golden pitcher to
be poured out on the altar in the temple as an offering. The people would accompany him
chanting this from the great prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 12:2-3) 2 Indeed, God is my salvation;
I will trust him and not be afraid, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and
my song. He has become my salvation.” 3 You will joyfully draw water from the
springs of salvation.

In this we were remembering one of the great miracles that the LORD God did for the
people of Israel where they sinfully grumbled and complained because there was no water.
Instead of punishing them, the LORD God provided water from the rock and saved the
people from dying of thirst. We were calling on the Lord to provide us with salvation too.
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But on the last day of The Feast of the Booths no water was drawn and poured out. It was a
solemn day when no work was to be done, but prayers and supplications were asked of the
LORD God for forgiveness.

[ was there and [ saw Jesus stand up in the temple and cry out (John 7:37-38) “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” [ understand now what Jesus was
saying to us. He was talking not about physical water and physical thirst, but spiritual! He
was talking about the kind of thirst you have when you grumble and complain and doubt
God’s presence and love for you. When you sin and feel disconnected from Him. Your spirit
feels dry and parched. You worry about what’s going to happen today and tomorrow and
the next day. You feel lost and alone. Your spirit thirsts for the presence of God. That’s what
happens when you become convicted of your sin.

For all of you feeling spiritually dry and dead, hear Jesus words. He calls you to come to
Him. He alone can quench the thirst your spirit longs for. Out of His heart flows rivers of
living water, and it flows to you through that Holy Spirit being given on Pentecost Day. That
was what was happening that day in Jerusalem. The Spirit was being poured out like rivers
of living water upon us who were dead in our trespasses and sins. He came upon all of us
who heard the sermon that Peter spoke. He came and miraculously changed our hearts and
our minds. The Holy Spirit convicted us of our sinful unbelief and showed us how thirsty
our spirits really were. And then He poured in Jesus and His atoning sacrifice and all that
He won for each and every person, including you.

What Does This All Mean for You

Well, there are no more tongues of fire appearing over believers. There are no more gifts of
languages being given. Instead, you have God’s Word bound and written in many different
languages. Those who still think these kinds of things should be practiced showing they’ve
been given the Holy Spirit tend to turn attention away from what’s important, which is
Jesus and His resurrection, and draw attention to themselves and what they want others to
believe they can do.

But one thing that is still going on today is the Holy Spirit is still being poured out upon
people today in great power, wisdom, and strength. You don’t need somebody like me
speaking all different kinds of languages. You have right here God’s very word that has
been translated into a language you can understand. Through this very gift here the Holy
Spirit comes and is poured out on you as He was back then. He comes through God’s words
that convict you of your sin and work to dry up your spirit, making you thirst for comfort
and assurance. He comes in the words about Jesus’ death and resurrection as your atoning
sacrifice.
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He comes through the waters of baptism where, just like a cleansing flood, He washed all
the dirt and filth of sin from you, leaving you clean and holy. And He continues to do that
throughout your life as you remember your baptism when you confess your sins and
receive the forgiveness given by Jesus that is poured out from Him to you through the
Gospel.

He comes to assure you that He keeps you as a precious child of God when you partake of
that supernatural meal He gave to all of us you call the Lord’s Supper. He comes like a
never-ending spring of living water to cleanse and renew your soul.

Parting Thoughts

On that Day of Pentecost, Peter explained that what we are witnessing is part of the plan
God foretold through the prophet Joel. He said that these are the Last Days when God
promised His servants, both male and female, would proclaim their faith in Him. That’s
what was happening on that day, and it’s happening today among you too. That is what this
means. It's the Lord Jesus Christ preparing you and all who hear the Gospel from your lips
for that great and final day, when He returns. Jesus wants those you meet to hear His
message of salvation, so that they, like you, will call upon the Lord and be saved from
spiritual thirst and death. He wants them saved today, so that they, like you, will live with
Him forever in eternity and enjoy the never-ending flow of the river of eternal life.

May His Sprit continue to be at work mightily in you, bringing you Jesus from whom flows
that water of life. May you continue to worship and praise Him for pouring out His Spirit,
His grace, and His love upon you. And may you be encouraged in your Spirit to share that
wonderful river of life flowing from your heart of faith, through your words and actions, to
those around you who are dying of spiritual thirst. Jesus has the water of life to share with
them too.

[ won’t see you again in this life. But I look forward to standing with you before our Savior’s
throne, as He welcomes us to His restored Garden of Eden in eternal life. Until then, keep
drinking of His water of life. Shalom!
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