Written Copy: John 11:23-27 “Evergreen”
Midweek Advent Service #1
Wednesday, December 3, 2025
Text: John 11:23-27

28 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." ** Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day." ?° Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, % and everyone who lives and believes
in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" #’ She said to him, "Yes, Lord; | believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world."

Exegetical Statement

Jesus came to be our Resurrection and our life. He called us to be His own making us and keeping us
His evergreen tree through His life, death, and resurrection, and the faith He gives to look to Him as
such. When we are drawn away and backslide into things that cause spiritual death His Spirit
restores us to life with Him pointing to those sins that would spiritually kill us and pointing to His
sacrifice which continues to remove them from our life. He keeps us alive in Him now, working to
produce the fruits of repentance and love for Him and one another, so that when He returns on the
Last Day, we will be resurrected to an “evergreen” life body and soul. We will join Him in the return
of Paradise, the return of the evergreen Tree of Life and the Water of Life through which we will
continue to produce fruits worthy of worship and praise in Him.

Focus Statement:

Jesus Christ came to be the Resurrection and the life. He brings true spiritual life to all
through faith in His life, death, and resurrection even as we are growing old and brown and
dying physically. His Spirit works to keep our souls “ever-green” by trimming off the dead
branches of sin and giving us His love, forgiveness and life in faith. He works to keep us
“ever-green” and full of spiritual life now so that in the Resurrection we will be made “ever-
green” body, soul, and spirit. We will be placed in the restored Garden with the Tree of Life,
always green, keeping us green and alive with the Water of Life for eternity.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

During the Christmas shopping season with the preparations, baking, stress of
spending and budget, the sadness over those not with us this year, we can begin
sliding away from green life of faith toward becoming spiritually dead, apart from
our source of life.

What the hearer should do as a result:

See the Evergreen tree as our spiritual life in Christ now, and the future of our body
and soul to come. All this is His gift earned by His suffering and death as represented
by the holly branch with it’s red berries symbolizing the crown of thorns and the
blood Jesus shed so we will never have to.

Subject Sentence: Ever Green Through Jesus’ 15t and 27 Advent
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Introduction: Getting the Christmas Tree

“It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!” As you can see, we’ve got our tree up and it’s
decorated here in the Sanctuary, as well as the one in the Narthex. If you look closely at that
one you will find ornaments for all of our members hanging from it. Since we are now
officially in Advent, I wanted to let you know that you can officially put up your tree
without being called out by me for being sinful. [ am not a big proponent of putting up
trees and beginning the Christmas hullabaloo before we've even gotten through
thanksgiving. Before then, if anyone asked about my tree,  would share this meme: (show
Christmas Tree in shed meme.)

Cutting down a tree or grabbing your fake tree out of storage is one of the most important
tasks in decorating for Christmas. As [ was sitting in infusion this morning, they had a news
story about the debate between real live evergreen trees and fake ones. The fake ones have
gotten much better over the years. They look very life-like now, and because it’s hard to
find a perfectly proportioned real tree they sometimes look better. You don’t have to worry
about keeping them watered or sweep up the pine needles. Some come with the lights
already on them, and some you can get now with ornaments already attached.

But others argue that going out and cutting down the tree, bringing it home, and getting it
in the stand is what makes Christmas more meaningful. In fact, the news report said that
85% of all Americans think real Christmas trees do a better job of bringing the joy of the
season to people’s hearts. Maybe they’ve just been swayed by the movies. [Show clip:
Griswald Family Christmas Tree]. 1 can remember a Christmas when we went out and cut
down our own tree during a snowstorm. There was so much snow that we couldn’t use the
carts they had available, so | had to drag the tree through the snow. Do you know how hard
it is to drag a tree through thick wet snow? Even though it was bitter cold out | was covered
in sweat by the time we got it to the car.

Why Do We Put Up and Decorate Evergreens?

Did you ever stop and wonder why we put up and decorate Evergreen trees for Christmas?
The tradition seems to have begun in northern Europe around AD 1000. Usually, a small fir
tree was cut down from the forest and brought into the house. By AD 1400 people in
Germany had begun to decorate them with apples, flour-paste wafers and gingerbread.
Around this same time people began to make garlands of green holly and ivy to decorate
houses and streets at Christmas time.

Evergreen Christmas trees began to make an appearance in North America in late 18t and
early 19th centuries. In 1805 there is a written record of a Christian mission school for
Native Americans cutting down and setting up a Christmas tree. German immigrants in the
southern U.S. would cut down and decorate trees with moss, cottons, pecans, and dried red
chili peppers bundled and tied together.
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The idea of decorating a Christmas tree with ornaments and placing gifts underneath
seems to have originated from a picture published in the London News in 1848 of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert and their children gathered around one. [Show picture]. In the
19th Century the first National Christmas Tree was put up at the White house: a 60-foot-tall
balsam fir decorated with 2,500 light bulbs as a promotional stunt by the Electric Company
Lobby. In 1931 while the Rockefeller Center was still under construction a 20-foot-tall tree
was erected and decorated as a symbol of hope to those suffering through the Great
Depression.

What about putting up Christmas Trees in the Church? In 1851 Pastor Heinrich Swan from
a Lutheran Church in Cleveland Ohio set one up in the Sanctuary, attached candles to it and
put a silver star on top of it that he had brought to America from Germany. This was such a
revolutionary thing that it made the local newspapers and caused quite a controversy. One
paper went so far as to call it absurd and hint that the Pastor was a moron for doing this.
Some townspeople regarded the tree as a pagan symbol and accused the Pastor of
practicing idolatry. But many members of His parish, themselves immigrants from the old
country loved the tree because it brought back good memories of family and friends left
behind. The following year trees were not only put up in the Church but also in many
parishioners’ homes. The Pastor had written several articles published in those local
papers making a defense for the Christmas tree in the homes and Sanctuaries of Christians.

How Can Christmas Trees Prepare Us for the 15t Advent?

So how can we see the Evergreen Christmas tree as a symbolic illustration that helps
prepare us to celebrate Jesus’ 15t Advent, His coming we celebrate on Christmas Day?

Let’s consider the “ever-green” quality of the tree. Here in North America, by the time we
hit Advent most other trees have lost their leaves, bushes and plants have died off, the
ground turns brown and is covered by snow. But the Evergreen tree remains green year-
round. This greenness represents continued life and health when everything else has either
died off or gone into hibernation.

That green quality should remind us of the Garden of Eden before the Fall and the eternal
spring that God created that Paradise to be. There were trees and plants that were always
healthy and green and putting forth fruit. The Tree of Life in the center of the Garden, itself
being symbolic of eternal life and health.

But all that changed when Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating from the one tree that
He had commanded them not to eat from. When they did that death entered into the
picture. Their bodies began to die; their spirits suffered the death of no longer being in the
perfect image of their Holy Creator. The Lord cursed creation as a result of mankind’s
disobedience so that it no longer worked perfectly to provide our needs. From then on out
things began to turn brown and die, people began to die.

3|Page



But the Lord gave mankind the hope of the restoration to come in the promise of the
descendant of Eve to come who would crush the serpent’s head. Isaiah 11:1 Then a shoot
will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. Jesus is
that promised shoot from the line of Jesse, King David’s father.

He was the only perfect human being who should have remained “Evergreen”, having no
sin that would destroy His body and soul. But He chose to suffer and die, taking on all the
sins that cause us to die spiritually and physically, and paying the price of redemption for
you and me. Through the faith He gives by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel, He makes
you an “Evergreen” tree. Although you and I continue to die physically, we hold fast to His
promise in John 11:25 "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live.” He is the life, death, and resurrection, restoring you from
spiritual death to the evergreen life of faith lived in Him now. His tree was the cross, the
tree of death, by which He makes you worthy for the Evergreen Tree of Life.

The Evergreen Holly Branch that is used in decorations also can remind you of the saving
work Christ Jesus accomplished for you, for me, and for all. Its thorny leaves remind us of
the crown of thorns our King of Kings and Lord of Lords willingly put on, and the red
berries remind us of the drops of blood He shed to be your complete sacrifice for sin. This
work is declared to be for you by faith, declaring you to be no longer dead in your
trespasses and sins, but alive in faith toward Christ.

How Can the Evergreen Tree Prepare Us for His 2nd Advent?

But the Evergreen Christmas tree can also work symbolically to prepare us for Jesus’ 2nd
Advent: His Coming again on the Last Day. As this sinful broken world continues its slow
death, heading away from the perfection that once was Creation before the Fall, as the
brownness and ugliness of this world surround us, the hope that we have in Christ is like
the beautiful greenness of the Evergreen in winter.

John 11:25-26 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Jesus Christ as God the Son incarnate is the source of the life of all things. And He is the
power and authority that will resurrect this brown and dying world and recreate it to be
the Garden of Eden once again. The curse that was put upon all creation will be lifted. Once
again it will work for the good of humankind. And not only Creation will be restored to
greenness, but all who believe in Him will be restored body and soul.
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“And everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” If
you do, then this is the sure and certain promise for you. When He returns your
decomposed dead body will be made alive again. It will be made perfect again, never again
to age, to grow old and frail, never again to get sick and die. It will be evergreen and full of
life. As our Epistle Lesson symbolically states in eternal life you will have 24-7 access to the
Tree of Life, that tree that is always green and producing fruit. You will be “Evergreen”
body and soul, producing the fruit of obedient faith and love forever in your Savior’s
presence.

God’s Continued Work of Preparation in Us Now

But what is the Lord up to now? How can the Evergreen Tree remind us of the Spirit’s
continued work in us as we live our lives in faith toward Him?

Once you cut down your Christmas tree and put it in the stand, what do you need to keep
doing? Make sure it has enough water. If not, it may turn brown and all the needles will
start falling off. One year, [ was told that it is good to put a little bleach in the tree water to
clear out the sap at the bottom of the trunk and enable it to drink better. I misunderstood
and kept putting bleach in the water until I noticed our Evergreen tree not looking so
healthy. I stopped, but the damage was done. It lost a lot of needles before Christmas came,
and barely even made it until then.

Spiritually speaking, to remain “Evergreen” Christians, we need to be watered by God’s
Word on a regular basis. And we need to avoid those sinful thoughts, words, actions, and
activities that threaten to turn us from being spiritually alive to becoming dead inside.
Thanks be to God Jesus sent His Spirit to do both in your life: water you with His Word and
Sacrament and help you avoid falling into unrepentance as He points out to you those sins
to you that left unchecked, could be worse than bleach water.

Even so, sometimes we let those things enter our life. I couldn’t repair the damage the
bleach water did. But Jesus Christ as the Resurrection and the Life has the power to heal the
damage sin has done in us through His work in Confession and Absolution. As His Spirit
shows us the damage we have done to our relationship with Him, He brings the healing and
restoring power of the Gospel to bear with His sure and certain promise, “You have been
forgiven and restored. You remain “Evergreen” through repentant faith in me.”

Conclusion

No matter what kind of tree you have, as you go about decorating it, or once its decorated
and you sit and admire it, think about how it is a fitting reminder of Jesus 15t Advent and
His 2nd Advent to come. May you find assurance and hope in the work of preparation that
Jesus is doing through the Holy Spirit to make you an “Evergreen” Christian and keep you
‘ever-green”.
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May it keep you fixed on Him, always looking forward to the fulfillment of His promise in
Revelation 22:7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this book.” A better translation would be “I am coming
without delay”. He will come according to the Father’s perfect timing when all those
chosen by Him, having been made “Evergreen” in spirit through conversion, are ready to
enter into the eternal greenness of the New Heaven and New Earth. During this Season of
Advent, may the Evergreen Christmas tree stand as a reminder of Jesus’ sure and certain
promise to us of life with Him now and eternal life to come. Amen,
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