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Written Copy: John 1:4-12 “The Light of Christmas” 
Midweek Advent Service #2 
Wednesday, December 10th, 2025 

Text: John 1:4-12 
4 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
6 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 
He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 
He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. 
9 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 
He was 

in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11 

He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. 

12 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God, 

Exegetical Statement: John 1:1-14 

God the Son is the Word made flesh, to make known to sin darkened human beings the light of knowledge of 
who God is as the loving Creator and Savior. He came to the world He created, yet it darkened by sinful 
unbelief it refused to acknowledge Him or welcome Him. But God would not allow the darkness of sin and the 
work of Satan to keep our hearts and minds veiled in unbelief to be the final word. He came to illuminate our 
hearts and minds by His life, death, and resurrection. The Gospel Message of His work as mankind’s atoning 
Sacrifice is the light of faith shining into our sin darkened hearts to dispel the darkness of sin and replace it 
with the knowledge from the Spirit that we are declared to be what we could never be on our own, His 
children in right standing with Him by faith. He is the holy God who desires to dwell among His sinful people 
now, cloaked by the means of Word and Sacrament, with the goal of bringing us into His eternal presence 
where the light of His glory, love, and peace will fill the New Heavens and New Earth and be reflected by our 
glorified bodies and soul.  

Focus Statement: 

Jesus Christ is God the Son who was incarnate to be the Word made flesh: the illumination of who 

our Creator God is for us, and His plan to save us from the darkness of sin and unbelief that would 

separate us from Him forever. He came to show us how great is the love and mercy of God through 

His life, death, and resurrection. He is the Holy God who desires to dwell intimately with His fallen 

creation coming cloaked in the Means of Grace so that through His atoning sacrifice we might be 

made His own precious children who know Him by faith now and will see Him and live in the light 

and glory of His eternal presence.  

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:  

The world decorates with Christmas lights to draw attention to the glory of the works of its 

hands, and not focus on the darkness that is sinful unbelief and it’s effort to turn us away 

from God, His love for us, and His work to save us 

What the hearer should do as a result:  

As we see and enjoy the beautiful light displays, remember the greater beauty that is the 

knowledge and faith we have been given by the Gospel, through the Spirit, which shines into 

our sinful hearts, so that God dwells among us now and we will dwell in His glorious light 

filled presence eternally 

Subject Sentence: Christmas lights point to the light of faith in Christ 
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Introduction: Why Do We Put Up Christmas Lights?  

Last week at our Midweek Advent Service I talked about our tradition of putting up 

Evergreen Christmas Trees, either real or fake, as a way to decorate for Christmas. Just the 

fact that they remain green at a time of year when every other tree loses its leaves and 

plants turn brown and die off reminds us of how the First Advent coming of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ brings the greenness of life now with the hope of eternal life to come. 

Tonight, we look at another traditional decoration for Christmas: the Christmas lights. We 

decorate our Christmas trees with them, our homes, and set up light displays outdoors. In 

fact, some may judge how holly and jolly their Christmas season is by how elaborate the 

light display is. Of course, when they struggle to get the lights working, well, that’s a 

different story. [Show Christmas Vacation Lights Clip] 

Where did the tradition of illuminating trees and houses at Christmas come from? There’s 

this story of Martin Luther walking home through the woods and he saw with wonder how 

the stars shined through the branches of the evergreen trees. He said it brought to his mind 

how the stars shown done upon the manger at Jesus’ birth. In order to share this wonderful 

vision with his kids at home he attached candles to the Christmas tree set up in his house.  

In Germany by the 18th century many upper-class homes were decorating their evergreen 

trees by attaching candles to the branches using wax or pins. By 1890 people were using 

candleholders to attach candles to their trees. By 1914 they had graduated to using small 

lanterns and glass balls to hold the candles on the trees. The use of electric lights was 

inspired by the 1848 article and picture published in the London News of Queen Victoria 

and Prince Alberts tree decorated with lights. The first known Christmas tree electrically 

illuminated in the U.S. came in 1882 as the creation of Edward H. Johnson, an associate of 

Thomas Edison who strung 80 red, white, and blue incandescent bulbs the size of walnuts 

on his Christmas tree. By the time of the mid-20th century the custom of decorating trees 

and homes and outdoor displays that we know now had come into popularity.  

But how can this tradition of stringing up light displays for Christmas help point us to Jesus 

First Advent, His coming on Christmas Day, as well as His promised 2nd Advent: His Coming 

on the Last Day? 

Spiritual Darkness in the World and In Us 

Our Old Testament Lesson refers to a time when a darkness spread over God’s people. This 

darkness was a spiritual darkness, His people who lived in the Northen most part of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel, the area known as Galilee, had fallen away from faith in Him 

and were worshiping other gods. In response the LORD sent the heathen kingdom of 

Assyria who conquered them and sent many away into exile and had replaced them with 

people from foreign lands that did not know or worship the One True God of Israel.  
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It’s the same kind of spiritual darkness that we live in today. For most people Christmas is 

all about how beautifully I can decorate my house, or how extravagant are other houses 

decorated, or how many presents can I give and receive. If Jesus is even present in the 

thoughts at all it’s just a quaint story that kids sing about in Church. It’s cute, but 

meaningless as people deal with the pressures of everyday life compounded by the stress 

of preparing for Christmas.  

This spiritual darkness shows forth in the fact that most of society has no idea who God 

really is, let alone the belief He exists. That is the effect of sin upon the hearts and minds of 

mankind. Our Creator God is Almighty, All-Knowing, All-Present Everywhere who exits 

from eternity past into eternity future. He is beyond what our human minds can logically 

comprehend. And not only is His existence beyond us, but His will and plan for us is beyond 

our ability to understand on our own. While He has given us Scripture to inform us as to 

who He is and what He requires of us as His creation, sin acts like a veil that keeps people 

from understanding what it declares.  

And the devil is hard at work in the culture around us to keep people from focusing on 

anything other than all the temporal pursuits that consume us at Christmas time. He not 

only works this way outside of the Church, but he is hard at work on us too. He doesn’t 

want us to take the time to focus on the sinfulness that exists in our hearts, that desire to 

make our will, our wants, and our desires first and foremost over what God has to say to us 

in His Word. And the last thing our sinful hearts want to do is focus on all the ways we are 

wrong. Without help from outside us we would be swallowed by that darkness of sin, 

headed to the total darkness of eternal damnation.  

God’s Promise of Light at Jesus 1st Advent 

But our God loves us too much to have us lost in that eternal darkness. That is the reason 

for Christ’s 1st Advent. John tells us exactly who this baby born in a stable on Christmas Day 

is. John 1:1-3 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. He is the Creator God 

from whom all things we see, taste, touch, and feel came from. His is the source of our life 

and the life of all living things. He is this God who is beyond our ability to know and 

understand. And He comes to be the light of revelation to a sin darkened Creation.  

John 1:4-5 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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His birth was announced in the darkness of night to shepherds watching over their flocks. 

Suddenly the darkness of the countryside was overwhelmed and dispelled by the glory of 

God that attended them as they announced the birth of the Savior in Bethlehem. This baby 

was God the Son incarnate, God joining Himself intimately with humanity so that we might 

know this God who otherwise is unknowable to us. 

And what does He reveal about who God is for us? He is the God who was willing to set 

aside the glory and power that was His as God and live alongside us in this broken sin-

darkened world. He showed the light that is God’s love and mercy for all people in His 

teaching and healing. He revealed that He is the God from whom comes all life in His raising 

people from death back to life.  

But His most powerful illumination of who God is to us is His work of becoming your 

atoning sacrifice. By His death and resurrection, He broke the power of sinful darkness in 

your life, breaking sins hold over you and canceling the debt of sin you owed God. He did 

that out of the greatest love for you. You are no longer condemned by your sinful 

disobedience because He was condemned in your place. And in His resurrection He shines 

the light of God’s glorious plan for your future which is not eternal darkness, but eternal 

glory with Him.  

How does the light of Christ shine into the darkness of your heart this day? Through the 

Spirit’s work in the Gospel Message, the very message of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

In your baptism the Holy Spirit applied all that the Gospel declares that Christmas baby 

earned and did for you. The Spirit began to shine in you the light of faith. And He keeps that 

light shining through His Word and Sacrament so that the darkness that tries to invade 

your heart and life is overcome by the light of faith in Christ.  

Just as the Christmas lights on your tree or on your house and your yard best shine out in 

the darkness of night, the Gospel message shines the light of faith into your heart every 

time you hear it, overcoming the darkness of sin. 

God’s Promise of Light in Christ’s 2nd Advent 

The way Christmas lights illuminate the darkness now also reminds us of what is to come 

when Jesus returns in His 2nd Advent on the Last Day. He tells us in His Word that one day 

in the future when people least expect it, He will return. He will break through the darkness 

of this fallen world like the Christmas lights of a house suddenly coming on at nightfall. He 

will appear in all His glory as God the Son, the triumphant King, returning to establish His 

glorious eternal kingdom throughout the New Heavens and New Earth. And no one will 

miss it. No matter how dark the world becomes He will shine forth in all His glory.  
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He will destroy forever the power of darkness and sin that plagues us today. All the sources 

of evil will be banished to eternal damnation including the devil and his demons, as well as 

all those people who chose to live in the darkness of unbelief rather than the light of faith 

that the Gospel brings.  

And what will our eternal future be like in the New Heavens and New Earth? Revelation 
22:5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. Spiritual darkness will be 
banished forever. We will live in the complete knowledge and faith of who God really is as 
our Almighty Father, Merciful Savior, and Comforting Spirit.  We will live in complete 
knowledge and obedience to His will and plan for us, and love doing so. Gone forever will 
be the darkness of hate, fear, and death. We will be surrounded by and filled with the light 
that is the love and glory of Jesus Christ, and we will see Him face to face. 

Conclusion 

Christmas lights are certainly an important tradition in our preparation for Christmas. To 
the world they represent a joy and peace that is fleeting, because they don’t have the power 
to dispel the darkness of sin, the devil, and death in our life. But as we gaze at the lights 
decorating trees and houses, we should be reminded of the greater eternal light that faith 
in Christ brings to our hearts and minds. We can remember how that baby Jesus came at 
Christmas to restore the light of the knowledge and faith in God to our lives. And we look 
forward to His return when that light of faith becomes sight, dispelling darkness forever. 

As we look at the lights on our Christmas tree, like Luther, we can remember how the stars 
in the sky shown down on the baby born in the stable. The Advent Candles that we light 
help us count down to the celebration that day but also remind us of our countdown to that 
2nd Advent to come, when the light of faith, love, and peace we have now by faith in Christ 
fills the New Heavens and New Earth. May the light that is your faith in Christ shine brightly 
this Advent Season and throughout the year. Amen.  

 

 

 


