Written Copy: Patient Endurance at Christmas

3rd Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 14th, 2025
Text: James 5:7-8

" Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. ® You also, be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Exegetical Statement

James, the brother of Jesus, after warning the Church about living for today and trusting in the gods of greed
and wealth, encourages us to embrace the struggles and afflictions that must come as we fulfill our God-given
vocations. The LORD is in control of all that happens and has a purpose for everything. He brings about relief
and blessing but does so according to His own timetable whereby He knows what needs to happen and when,
just as he brings the early and late rains, so the crops are ready at the perfect time. Just as the farmer with
long-suffering patience waits for them, so should we. Through the Spirit working in the Means of grace we are
to remain patient, with the ability to suffer through the trials that He allows while holding firmly to His
promise that all that is only restored in part now will be completely restored at His 2nd Coming. We are
warned not to groan or grumble or take out our impatient anger against our fellow believer but love them as
we would have Jesus love us, remembering that if we fall from faith the Judge of all is posed to come at any
time. We are to look to the prophets of old and the suffering they endured as they fulfilled their vocation, as
continuing to place their trust in what God had promised that they would not see realized in their lifetime. We
are encouraged to adopt the mindset of Job who realized all he held in his hands were a gift from God who
had a right to take it away. And because he never fell from faith in God the LORD in His great mercy and
compassion more than replaced what he had lost. We are to live on through the same longsuffering, steadfast,
enduring faith given and built up by the Spirit looking forward to the complete restoration of all things at
Jesus 2nd Coming.

Focus Statement:

Jesus Christ is our Creating, Sustaining, and Restoring God. In His 15t Advent He came to buy us back
from the fate our sin earns for us, a life apart from Him now and forever. He came to heal the
sickness of sin, and remove the fear of death, giving us through His Spirit the hope in His sure and
certain promise of the Restoration of all things at His 2nd Advent. Until then, through the partial
restoration we experience, and His gift of long-suffering and enduring faith, His Spirit keeps us
holding fast to all He will accomplish when He returns.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

We desire the perfect Christmas. But the everyday struggles and pressures of the Season, as
well as those worries and fears threaten our faith and trust in God, especially when it
appears our prayers for help go unanswered.

What the hearer should do as a result:

Watch and mark how our Savior answers our cries for help in ways we might not expect. Yet
realize that the restoration we seek is only partial now, but by faith we patiently endure
holding fast to the promise of the eternal restoration of all things.

Subject Sentence: Patiently Waiting Complete Restoration 2" Coming
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Introduction

Well, it’s only 11 days left until Christmas. How many of you are ready with all your
presents purchased, your cookies baked, your parties planned? How many still have to
brave the stores to get some shopping done? How many are worried about packages
getting delivered on time? How many of you are dealing with some level of stress right
now? Wherever you are spending Christmas, and whatever you have planned, hopefully
you don’t have to deal with something like this: [The Santa Clause: Turkey on Fire]

Christmas can be a stressful time for many of us over and above the normal stress of life. If
it’s not the shopping and the planning, then there are always the financial worries over our
ability to afford to buy presents for our family. And what about our friends; who can and
should we buy for, and who should we skip this year? Then there are the problems that
surface when extended family get together as we have to try to get along with those that
can be hard to get along with. And this time of year can be a time of grief and loneliness for
many of us, as we remember those loved ones that are not here to enjoy Christmas with, or
are no longer with us. Even when they’ve been departed for a number of years, Christmas
time can re-open the hurt and grief that we keep stored away other times of the year.

Have you ever been so flustered by the pressure of what still needs to be done, or so
overcome with worry or loneliness that you feel paralyzed, like you don’t know what to do
next? Deep down within each one of us we know this is not how life is supposed to go.
Perhaps you've prayed and asked God for help, but help doesn’t seem to be coming. Instead
of getting better things only seem to get worse. And that makes you wonder if God really
cares about you. You begin to wonder if He is willing to step in and help you, after all you've
done or failed to do in your faith walk. Maybe you wonder if He even has the power to help
you because you're in so deep.

Jesus’ Words to John the Baptist

Matthew 11:2-3 2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall
we look for another?”

In our Gospel Reading we see John the Baptist is wondering about Jesus too. John has an
idea of how things should be going with the Messiah on the scene, but that's not what's
happening.

2|Page



Imagine John the Baptist languishing in jail, imprisoned by King Herod for accusing him of
adultery with his brother’s wife. And he is hearing reports about what Jesus is doing. Now
remember, John is the one who pointed to Jesus as being the Messiah, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. John was the one with the eyewitness account of who this
man is. When he baptized Jesus, he saw the Holy Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.
John heard the voice of the Father from heaven say, “This is My Beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased” So what has happened to John’s knowledge and faith in Jesus as the
Promised One, the Messiah?

Being in jail, facing the fact that he may never get out alive would be enough to make
anyone wonder. Plus, the message John was given to prophesy about what this Promised
Messiah would do wasn’t matching what he was hearing that Jesus did. Matthew 3:10
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Matthew 3:12 His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Problem is Jesus is not
chopping down any of those religious leaders who are trees bearing the spoiled fruit of
works righteousness and sinful pride. He’s not even clearing the threshing floor of the
heathen occupying Romans. Instead, He is talking with and eating with the Pharisees. He is
calling a tax collector of all people to be His disciple. He is preaching not divine judgment
but sacrificial and unconditional love for all people, including our enemies. A stressed out
and worried John is wondering if he somehow got it all wrong.

Jesus sends this answer back through the disciples John sent: (Matthew 11:4-6) 4 “Go and
tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them. ¢ And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

Jesus is saying to John, “Look at the works that I'm doing and compare them to what
Scripture says about me.” They are in part what Isaiah prophesied in our Old Testament
Lesson that the Messiah would do: Isaiah 35:5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. And these things are being fulfilled in the
ministry Jesus is doing.

But then what about verse 4? Isaiah 35:4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be
strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of
God. He will come and save you.” Who is coming to save John from imprisonment? Where
is the salvation from Roman rule?
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And from our Psalm we read earlier: Psalms 146:7 who executes justice for the
oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free. The LORD
God was able to set free the Jewish captives in exile in Babylon working through a Persian
King who did not believe in Him. But what about John’s freedom? Wasn'’t he doing the job
successfully that God had called him to do? Notice in Jesus’ reciting the works He is doing
fulfilling Scripture (Matthew 11:4-5) 4 “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them”, there is
no mention to John about “setting the prisoners free”. John will not get out of Herod'’s
prison alive; he will be beheaded. And that’s not because Jesus couldn’t do that for him, He
could. It’s because God chose not to answer John's prayer, at least not in the manner or
timing John wanted.

John the Baptist certainly knows how it feels to be stressed out and under pressure. He
knows what it’s like to live through things that are not the way they are supposed to be. He
knows what it’s like to cry out to God in prayer, and yet there seems to be no answer.

Jesus sends this message to John Matthew 11:6 And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.” “Blessed is the one who is not caused to doubt so greatly that they fall
away from faith in me and become trapped in unbelief”. Could Jesus be saying the same
thing to you and me today?

When Jesus Doesn’t Answer According to Our Timing

He would have us look back on times in our lives when we were in trouble, times when we
were sick and prayed to Him, times when we faced financial worries and prayed to Him,
when we prayed to Him for safe travels on slippery roads and made it home safe, when we
prayed for a loved one who was sick and they got better.

Yet what about those prayers of healing for you or loved ones that seemingly go
unanswered just like John’s. Did you ever consider that maybe it’s not a matter of them
going unanswered, but instead perhaps they are being answered in a way and time that
doesn’t match our expectations. But, how are we supposed to live through these times not
knowing

James 5:7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it
receives the early and the late rains.
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A farmer would plant his crops and then wait for the rains to come early in the season and
late in the season. He didn’t have the Weather App or even a Farmer’s Almanac so as to tell
him when these rains were coming. He had to patiently wait for the hand of the LORD to
bring the rain. They came not because the farmer offered a certain number of bulls for
sacrifice or prayed night and day. The rains came from a Merciful and Loving God who
promised to take care of His people in the land He promised them. They came when the
LORD knew it was just the right time. What the LORD wanted from the farmer was a
patient and trusting faith in Him.

And what about when the rains didn’t come? There was a lesson there for His people who
tended to wander away from Him to trust in other gods or in themselves. He gave them a
reason to turn back to Him in patient faith and trust.

God’s timing in answering our prayers is often not the same as ours. We think the answer
needs to happen right now! Now is the time! It's now or never! Yet our God knows better.
We are an impatient people who unlike previous generations have the technology available
on our smartphones to get answers instantly. We can hop onto the Amazon website and
order things to be delivered the next day. We can run to Meijer which is just down the road
and open 6am to Midnight.

When God doesn’t answer according to our desires and timing, He is working on building
that patient longsuffering faith. You and I don’t naturally have that in our heart. But it
comes as a gift from the Lord who is unbelievably patient and long-suffering with you and I.

What Jesus Came to Do: Partial Fulfillment Now

Along with God’s timing being different, His goal in our lifetime is different than ours. In all
those things that Jesus told John to focus on that He was doing as part of His ministry: the
healing and even the raising from the dead, these were all being partially fulfilled. All those
people would eventually get sick again and die again. And as far as captives being released,
Jesus didn’t free anyone from Roman Rule. Our Old Testament Lesson prophesy’s a
wonderous change in the earth where desert wastelands are turned to lush green
blossoming forests. And it promises the glory of the LORD shall appear, coming with
vengeance to save His people. Jesus didn’t accomplish any of that, did He?
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Jesus is that Lord God who came to set prisoners free and turn wastelands into lush forests.
But this work would be done not out in the Creation, but within the hearts and minds of all
who believe in Him. He came to change the desert wasteland of our sinful hearts into lush
green forests of faith, that have obedient and steadfast love for God and love for our fellow
man. And He did that in a manner nobody expected. He came with vengeance to conquer
those enemies that would keep us in the desert wasteland of sin, eternal separation from
God, and suffering forever. He did that by giving Himself over into suffering and death for
you, to earn for you're a right relationship with God. He paid the price for all times you are
impatient with God and doubt His proclaimed love for you.

Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection is the proof of how much God loves you, cares for
you, and wants the best for you, now and for eternity. And He gives you the power to hold
fast to His promises of love and restoration of all things through the gift of the Holy Spirit
who plants, grows, and waters that patient, long suffering steadfast faith.

Living in Patiently in Steadfast Faith

James 5:8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand.

As we live out our life of faith in this broken world we need to exercise the patience that is
willing to wait for God’s answer at the right time, and tempered with a heart that is firmly
established in the faith of who God is and His love for you; a heart that is willing to concede
that God works and answers in ways that are different from our own.

We need to realize that the fulfillment of Jesus’ promises to us have a “now and not yet”
quality to them. He does bring healing now, but complete and full healing is not yet. He
does bring salvation from sin, eternal death, and the devil, yet these things still afflict us
now. We still sin, we are still tempted by the devil, and all of us have a date with death
sometime in our future.

But we have the Holy Spirit working that patient, longsuffering trust and faith that God will
fully bring about all that He has promised. That complete fulfillment will come not when
you or [ want it to, but at the 2" Coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. That is when
Creation will be restored to its original beauty, when you and I will be restored to complete
health, when sin will be no more, and the devil will never bother us again. And the Holy
Spirit is at work to give, build, and strengthen that longsuffering steadfast faith in you so
that you walk with Jesus throughout your life now, all the way to eternal life to come.
Amen.

6|Page



