Written Copy: Genesis 4:6-10 “The God Who Doesn’t Give Up”
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Text: Genesis 4:6-10

® The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? i you do well, will you not be
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it."® Cain
spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. °
Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know; am | my brother's keeper?" *°
And the LORD said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground.

Exegetical Statement

The LORD works in and through Adam and Eve to continue the lineage of mankind on earth. Eve recognizes
and admits that she did this only through the LORD, who gives life to all. Her two sons mentioned each take
up vocations that help provide for the family. Both must labor and toil, as the LORD told Adam, that would be
his and his offsprings’ lot to survive, but it is only with the LORD’s blessing this happens. Both were taught by
their parents that it is proper to give an offering of thanks back to the LORD confessing Him to be their God
and provider of all. The LORD looks with favor on Abel’s offering but not Cain’s. This is not because the LORD
wants or needs fatty portions of meat. It is because Abel offered his sacrifice from a heart of repentant faith
and love for His God, where Cain offered his offering from a heart of un-belief that saw his produce as the
work and toil of his own hands. God comes to Cain, tells him his offering is unacceptable and warns him of the
sin, pride, and jealousy that is growing in his heart, ready to move him to sinful action. Lord wants to call Cain
to repentance but Cain refuses, both before and after he becomes the first murderer. But instead of the LORD
enforcing capital punishment on Cain, He gives harsh discipline, all aimed at bringing Cain to repentance. He
refuses to see himself as his brother’s keeper with any responsibility for the welfare of others. He is all about
himself. He is banished from his home, the ground that received Abel’s blood will no longer support him, so
he will be a wanderer and scavenger. God, in His grace and mercy, gives Cain a mark as protection from
vengeance sought against him by Abel’s relatives, all with the continuing hope he will repent, which never
happens.

Focus Statement:

Our LORD does not desire that any of us should be lost in unrepentant sin but comes to us time and
again through the Law preached and unpreached, to call us back to Him in confession and
repentance. He is far more patient with us than we deserve. He went so far as to become the
sacrifice that atones for all our sins, and by faith gives us His righteousness so that we might stand
in His presence now, declared just as if we never sinned, and forever completely free from sin and
bodily imperfection in eternal life.

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

At times we can be like Cain, refusing to see and confess the sinful thoughts and emotions that are
welling up inside us such as anger, lust, and jealousy. We turn away from His words of law meant to
show us our sin and need to confess and repent.

What the hearer should do as a result:

The LORD in His mercy has marked us with the mark of repentance in Baptism, calling us to
remember that in Him we are continually washed of our sin and guilt and restored as His
beloved children with whom He finds favor in our works done from a heart of faith and love.

Subject Sentence: God Keeps Calling Sinners to Repentance
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Introduction: Story Fit for Halloween

We have before us here this morning a story that fits well with the way our culture
celebrates All Hallows Eve. It’s the story of brother violently killing brother, a plot that
could be seen as the precursor of all those slasher movies they love to show on TV leading
up to Halloween. An example of this is the real-life story that inspired the book and the
movie Amityville Horror. In November of 1974 Ronald DeFeo Jr. murdered his parents, two
brothers, and two sisters in their home in Amityville New York. As to why he did that, it's a
bit of an enigma, as he offered conflicting reasons including hearing demonic voices.

Our Old Testament Story is a bit of an enigma as well. Questions that it may bring to your
mind are: Why did God have regard for Abel’s offering and not Cain’s? Does the LORD like
fatty portions of meat more than fruits and vegetables? What was the LORD doing before
and after that first murder? Why didn’t the LORD enforce capital punishment on Cain after
the fact? What is the significance of Abel’s blood crying out from the ground? And what was
the “mark” put on Cain by the LORD? Was this part of his curse?

Genesis 4:1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I
have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.

Our story starts with Eve giving birth to Cain. At the birth of her first son Eve gives a great
statement of faith that she had “gotten” this child, but not by her and Adam’s own work, but
instead through the help and blessing of the LORD. She had “gotten” him, not produced him
or even gave birth to him. The Hebrew word for “Cain” means “gotten”. Eve is remembering
God’s promise that one of her offspring would crush the head of the serpent Satan, in other
words crush the power he held over humanity as the Accuser of our sins.

Cain’s birth is also a testament to the LORD’s grace, patience, and mercy. Seeing how the
first two human beings caused Creation’s fall into sin, God would have every right just to
cancel this line of humanity and start over. But our God doesn’t give up, instead He redeems
what has been broken and fallen. However, Cain was not the promised Redeemer. Instead,
He became the first murderer.

God’s Love, Mercy, and Patience with Cain

Then we see both Cain and Abel, Adam and Eve’s 1stand 24 son, bringing offerings before
the LORD when the right time came, perhaps harvest time. Surely Adam and Eve taught
their boys that this was the right way to worship the God who had given them life and all
they had, despite the work and toil involved in living this life. Perhaps giving an offering
was a reminder of the first sacrifice of an animal for a human being, when after Adam and
Eve fell, and were embarrassed by their nakedness, the LORD created clothing from the
skins of animals that were slain for them. It's a reminder that God blessed his children
through the death of another part of His creation.
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Cain brings the fruit of the ground: the fruits and vegetables he was able to harvest after
the toil and sweat God told Adam would be his lot in earning a living as a farmer. Perhaps
he brought them with the attitude: “Look at what I have produced for you, God, with the
sweat of my brow. Hope your happy with what I've done!”

His brother Abel also brings an offering: the choicest, most tender portions of the flock of
sheep and goats, the first born, the best. And the LORD looked with favor upon Abel’s
offering, He accepted it as good, right, and salutary. But He did not feel the same about
Cain’s fruit and vegetable offering. We may ask, why was that? Does God like tender meat
better than vegetables? At this point Adam and Eve and their family were living off a diet of
fruits and vegetables. Meat consumption doesn’t begin until after the flood.

His approval was not solely based on what Abel brought. Psalm 50:11-12 11 [ know every
bird of the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. 12 If I were hungry, I
would not tell you, for the world and everything in it is mine. The LORD doesn’t need
anything from us. What God desires is our loving obedience. God’s acceptance of Abel’s
offering was more about his heart condition. Psalm 50:14-15 14 Offer to God a sacrifice
of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 15 and call upon me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” Abel’s offering was about
his confession of the God who had given him life and continued to provide for him,
forgiving him for the wrongs he had done, out of divine mercy, grace, and love. Hebrews
11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. Abel’s offering was acceptable
because it came from a heart that held fast to God by faith.

Faith in God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness was something Cain lacked. With this kind of
heart condition, it wouldn’t have mattered what kind of offering Cain brought. His purpose
was not to glorify the LORD, but himself and his own work, or was brought as an obligation
and not a sacrifice of love. When the LORD did not approve of his offering, but favored his
younger brother’s, jealousy and anger began to simmer and boil in his heart. Perhaps you
and I can understand how this can be. Most of us don'’t take kindly to others being favored
over us.

The LORD knows Cain’s heart condition. And rather than standing by and doing nothing the
LORD God Creator of all actually comes and speaks to Cain, one on one. Genesis 4:6-7 ©
The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do
well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door.
Its desire is for you, and you must rule over it.” The LORD is warning Cain: “You’ve got a
serious heart problem. And you need to turn away from your jealousy and anger.” What
does it mean to “do well”? The LORD is saying, “Confess the sin that is beginning to rule in
your heart, turn away from it, and turn to Me, the source of all goodness, love, and
mercy.”
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The LORD is coming to Cain with the Law to convict him of the sin ruling his heart and life.
The LORD is telling him to turn away from jealousy and anger that is ruling over him. The
LORD tells him instead to do well, do what is good, right, salutary, what shows love for God
and for his brother. This is something Cain on his own, with his sinful heart condition can’t
do. The LORD knows that, and comes to Cain so that he might confess this is beyond him
and turn back to the LORD in repentant faith. The LORD is doing this out of patient love for
this fallen child, to keep him from making matters worse. But unfortunately, Cain doesn’t
listen. Instead, Cain commits the first pre-meditated murder.

Genesis 4:9-10 ° Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said,
“I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 1° And the LORD said, “What have you
done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.

This terrible tragedy is not the LORD’s fault, it’s not Abel’s fault, he did absolutely nothing
wrong, this is all on Cain. At this point the LORD would have every right to impose capital
punishment, every right to appear and bring about vengeance for the spilled blood of Abel,
crying to the Just Judge from the ground for justice and vengeance.

Instead, the LORD comes with probing questions that He already knows the answer to. His
question to Cain is very similar to the question the LORD had for Adam and Eve after they
ate of the Forbidden Fruit and fell away. “The LORD asked them, “Where are you?” He
knew their physical location. He wanted them to realize their spiritual location, that they
had fallen away from their loving relationship with Him. The LORD is doing the same thing
with Cain, prompting him to see and confess to this great sin he has done, and how far he
has fallen away from the loving faith relationship the LORD created him to have. The LORD
has come to Cain in great love and patience for him to try to move him to repent. Instead,
Cain lies and makes excuses. Cain knew exactly where his brother was. And yes, Cain the
older brother was to be his younger brother’s keeper, loving Abel just as God loved Abel,
and loved Cain for that matter.

Cain remains in unrepentance, turned away from the loving and merciful God who had
given him life. So, the LORD imposes heavy punishment on this hard-hearted child. He will
be banished from his family, he will no longer be able to make a living growing fruits and
vegetables, he will be a wanderer and a scavenger. Yet in all this the LORD does not end
Cain’s life and send him to eternal punishment and torture. In all this the LORD is still being
patient and merciful. As he lives out the hard struggles and consequences of his sin, the
LORD’s desire is that he would yet turn back to Him in confession and repentance. Even
when you and I would have given up on Cain, the LORD has not. Cain will live out his life
apart from the LORD, but not because of anything the LORD has done, instead all because of
Cain’s choice to live in unrepentant unconfessed sin.
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God’s Love, Mercy, and Patience with You and Me

In all that God did He showed the greatest love, patience, and mercy for Cain. There is
nothing Cain could do to make right what he had done. But the LORD wanted him to turn
back to Him in faith, because of the promise of the Redeemer who was to come, the One
who would and did make right Cain’s horrible sin.

For the same reason the LORD has the greatest love, patience, and mercy for you and me.
We may not have killed anyone, but our sins are just as awful in the sight of our Holy God.
In the sermon on the mount Jesus tells us how our anger looks in the eyes of God in
Matthew 5:22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be
liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. We deserve the same
punishment given to Cain, a life lived apart from God and headed to eternal destruction. But
thanks be to God that is not what we are given.

The LORD is gracious and merciful to you, moving you to repentance, because in justice He
has already done all that is necessary to forgive you of your sin. He sent His only Son, His
perfect sinless Son, who had no sin to suffer and die for. He took all of your sin upon
Himself, He became your sin on the cross. He took the sins of all mankind upon Himself,
including Cain’s, yours, and mine. He came to be your atoning sacrifice so that you would
never suffer what you deserve. Instead, as His gift of love, according to His great mercy, and
through His free gift of grace, He gives you what Jesus earned for you with His perfect life: a
life lived with God now as His precious child, and all the way to eternity.

The Mark of Cain and the Mark of Your Baptism

The LORD God put a mark on Cain so that none of Abel’s relatives would take vengeance on
him for murdering their brother. By the way, Adam and Eve had many other children
besides these two. The Bible is not the history of the world, but the history of our sin and
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We don’t know what the mark actually was, but it was God’s
gracious protection of Cain’s life, protection he didn’t deserve, but God gave to him anyway
out of love, in the hope he would one day repent and turn back to his Maker.
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Our LORD has put a different kind of mark on you. It's what you were given in your
baptism. He marked you as one redeemed by Christ, bought back from the devil’s control
and a life lived apart from your Creator and Redeemer with blood of Jesus’ sacrifice. It is the
place you are to look to when you sin, and especially when your guilt makes you wonder if
God could ever forgive you. It declares you to be God’s forgiven and much-loved child. It
declares Jesus to be the mediator who speaks up on your behalf before God regarding your
sin, declaring He has paid the debt you owe in full. It declares that whenever you turn to
God in confession and repentance, the answer back is “You are completely forgiven. All of
your sin is washed away. You are right with me. Not because of anything you have
done, but because of all Your Redeemer and Savior has done for you.”

Conclusion

Our Old Testament Lesson is the sorrowful story of the first murderer, and how Adam and
Eve’s sin was handed down and grew in their offspring. But it’s also the story and example
of our LORD’s great compassion, mercy, love, and patience with us His sinful children. He
does not give up easily but comes to you and I through the Law preached into our ears, and
the Law in action in our lives by which our sinfulness makes life hard and painful. He comes
to you not to grind you down or make you suffer mercilessly. He comes in love to turn you
from your sin and back to Him. He comes to present your Redeemer and Savior before your
eyes. He comes so that even though you continue to sin, His grace and forgiveness
continues to flow to you by faith. He comes to walk with you through all life’s troubles and
all your temptations and times of falling away to call you back and keep you as His precious
and forgiven child, walking with Him through this fallen world and all the way to eternal
life to come. Amen.
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