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Written Copy: Genesis 1:31-2:3 “8th Day Restoration” 
Trinity Sunday 

Sunday, May 31st, 2026 

Text: Genesis 1:31-2:3 
31 

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 

1 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

2 
And on the 

seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done. 

3 
So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had 

done in creation. 

Exegetical Statement 

The Triune God shows His powerful love for us in His meticulous Creation of the Heavens and the Earth. The 
Father was the architect, the Son the Word that called all things into being, and the hovering Spirit brought 
the breath of life into all living creatures. They created the framework of the cosmos, the sky, the seas and dry 
land, and then decorated them by filling them with plants and animals. Finally, when everything had been 
created good, beautiful, and beneficial, the Triune God created the pinnacle of Creation by making man and 
woman in His image and likeness: intelligent, strong, sinless, having free will to choose obedience to the 
Creator, and thereby worship Him. They were the reason the Triune God created everything else, to give 
humankind the perfect place to exist and be in an intimate loving relationship with one another and with the 
God who created them for that purpose. When all had been created, including man and woman, God declared 
everything to be extremely good, beautiful, beneficial, perfect. Having completed His plan of Creation the 
Triune God ceased from His creating work and declared the 7th day to be blessed, so that all Creation 
including mankind might live in that blessed peaceful state for eternity.  

Focus Statement: 

Jesus Christ is God the Son who became incarnate as part of the Triune God’s plan from the 

beginning to restore His fallen Creation, including us, to sinless perfection, and redeem us from the 

eternal damnation we deserve. He showed Himself to be the Incarnate God through His miraculous 

healing, casting out demons, and controlling nature. He came to pay the price of redemption by 

shedding His perfect blood, taking the punishment due us for ruining Creation and hurting each 

other. He gives that redemption to us through His gift of the Holy Spirit who blesses us by faith. 

Jesus’ resurrection promises that the work of restoration going on now by the Holy Spirit in us will 

be brought to completion in our resurrection on the Last Day, and open the door for our return to 

the perfect Garden.  

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:   

We look at this fallen world as our end goal. When it isn’t the perfect world that we desire it 

to be, we blame God. We want Him to make this world and our lives in it perfect, which they 

will never be, because we selfishly sinfully spoil it.  

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Give thanks and praise to the Triune God who worked together to create the perfect first 

Creation and is at work in us and around us to restore that perfect Creation by redeeming 

and restoring to us His perfect sinless image, a work to be completed in eternal life.  

Subject Sentence: Christ the Creator Will Restores Us to Perfection 



2 | P a g e  
 

Introduction: It’s a Beautiful World We Live In 

It’s getting to be that time of year when people head out on vacation. And while we travel to 

see family and friends, we also like to visit places of beauty in this country that we live in. 

Perhaps you’ve been to some of these places considered to be some of the most beautiful 

places in the U.S.A. (Show Pictures) 

 The Grand Canyon at Sunset 

 Tahquamenon Falls: located, appropriately enough, near Paradise MI. in the UP. 

 Western Michigan Fall Color Tour 

 Tulip Festival in Holland Michigan 

As beautiful as these places are, there is a couple who, if they were here, or had a camera or 

even an I-phone back in the day, would put all these pictures to shame. They saw and lived 

in a time and place whose beauty far surpasses anything you and I have ever seen. The 

couple is Adam and Eve, and the place is The Garden of Eden, when everything was fresh 

and new.  

Garden of Eden: Meticulous & Beautiful, Made for Humankind 

Genesis Chapter One describes how the Triune God meticulously and carefully made a 

world of beauty for mankind. He started with nothing, and from there created everything. 

God the Father was the architect with the master plan, which the Son followed by speaking 

all things into existence. First, He made light, then the infinite cosmos, the atmosphere, and 

the sky, then the ocean and dry land. After building this framework He meticulously 

decorated the frame, filling the cosmos with stars and planets, the sky, the sea, and the land 

with objects, vegetation, and creatures.  

He spent six days putting this all together. He could’ve done it all in one day, in one instant, 

and the universe and the earth would still be as complex, orderly, and beautiful. His careful 

six-day construction was to demonstrate what an amazing gift of love it was. At the end of 

each day of construction the Triune God inspects His work and finds it good, beautiful, and 

beneficial. Who was it a gift for? For those final creatures He made on the sixth day: Adam 

and Eve. He made it for them and for their offspring to follow, which should’ve included 

you and I.  

How wonderful was that Garden of Eden? At the end of the sixth day when God inspected 

all things, He didn’t just declare them to be good, but exceedingly good, beautiful, and 

beneficial. And He gave this to humankind as His gift of love, for us to have dominion over 

it, care for it and for all the animals He populated it with.  
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He created those first two human beings with what they needed to care for His Creation 

and populate the earth. The Triune God made them in His image and likeness: making them 

perfect, intelligent, strong, loving and caring about the world around them and each other. 

The Holy Spirit blew the breath of life into them, giving them a soul that desired to have a 

relationship with their Creator God, desiring to love, serve, and obey Him.  

Genesis 2:2-3 2 On the seventh day God had completed his work that he had done, 

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 God blessed 

the seventh day and declared it holy, for on it he rested from all his work of creation. 

It was the perfect place, so much so that the Creator God rested on the 7th day, meaning He 

ceased from His work of creating. Nothing more needed to be added. While He ceased from 

His work of Creating, He did not cease from His work of maintaining the Creation and 

keeping everything spinning and working.  

The 7th day was to be a day of rest, but not a day of inactivity. Adam and Eve had tasks to 

perform in caring for the creation, gathering food, and loving each other. But all that was 

easy, it was not toil and sweat and work. It was enjoyable and fulfilling. And it was 

supposed to be that way forever.  

It’s important to note that at the end of all of the other six days we have this phrase 

repeated: “there was evening and there was morning” which concluded that particular 

day and started the next. But when we get to the 7th day, there is no pronouncement from 

the LORD “there was evening and there was morning”, because the peace and perfection 

of that day were to be the eternal future here on this earth. There would be evenings and 

mornings of course, but all of them were to be lived in that 7th day peace and perfection 

forever and always.  

The 7th Day Peace and Perfection Ruined 

Adam and Eve truly had it all. What they had, if you could but see it and experience it for 

one day, would make you so envious of that gift they had been given. And they, unlike you 

and I, truly had “free will”. They could and did say yes and obeyed all that God had 

commanded them. And they had the power to say no to the temptation to disobey. As 

Martin Luther once commented, they demonstrated their love, obedience, and thankfulness 

for the gift that was this life every time that they walked past the one tree in the Garden 

that they were commanded not to eat from.  
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They kept on choosing love and obedience until the day and time when they didn’t. They 

were given dominion over all creatures including that serpent that tempted them. They had 

the will and power to tell him to stop, shut up, go away. They could choose not to listen and 

to walk away. But instead, they let Satan, disguised as a serpent, to put into their heads and 

their heart that God was holding out on them. Even though they truly had everything they 

could need, they became convinced they needed more, they needed to know what evil was. 

And when they found out what it was, by choosing to disobey God, by choosing to sin, it 

changed everything. It ruined everything. It ruined them.  

That perfect image of the Triune God they were created in was now tarnished. They were 

no longer other centered but became curved in on themselves. That is what evil meant. 

They no longer knew what was good, they could no longer on their own consistently 

choose good, choose to obey. From here on out they would no longer choose to serve God 

and others but would first and foremost serve themselves. They fell from perfection, and 

God’s creation fell along with them.  

And that trait was passed down all the way to you and me today. We choose serving 

ourselves over serving others especially when it comes to sacrificing our time, talents, and 

treasures. Instead of lovingly managing Creation we choose to use it and abuse it for our 

own selfish interests, not thinking about others less fortunate or the next generation to 

come. We no longer know God’s will apart from what He reveals to us in His Word, and 

even then, we choose to disregard it and disobey it.  

Creation no longer works to our advantage the way it was designed. Instead, we have to toil 

and labor to provide for our needs. And Creation sometimes works against us in the form of 

natural disasters, storms, tornados, hurricanes, drought, and forest fires. And we don’t help 

these matters any by our lack of care and compassion for the world around us.  

Even the most beautiful place on this earth pales in comparison to the beauty and 

perfection that once was when God rested on the 7th day. But remember, He rested and 

ceased from creating but not caring for us or caring about us. 

The Triune God’s Plan: 8th Day Redemption and Restoration 

The Triune God knew what we would do to His perfect creation. Yet He made those first 

two human beings. God knew how you and I would contribute to the damage done to 

creation and the damage we do to our fellow man by putting ourselves and our interests 

first. Yet His Spirit gave life to you and me anyway. 

That’s because the Triune God has always had a plan to right the wrongs, to redeem us: buy 

us back from the eternity of suffering in hell that our disobedience earns for us. He has a 

plan from the beginning to restore you and I and all Creation to that original perfection. 
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And this plan centered on God the Son coming down and intimately joining Himself to 

humanity in the incarnation.  

He came to close out this 7th day period of fallen brokenness by taking all of our 

disobedience and sins upon Himself, taking them to the cross, and suffering the pain and 

punishment due us for our disobedience and refusal to put Him and others first. On the 

cross He paid the price of Redemption which was the shedding of His blood in His death. 

That’s what we earned for ourselves, but out of the greatest love Jesus said to the Father, 

“Don’t punish them, punish me.” 

And there on the cross He brought to close that 7th day period that had turned from 

perfection to hopelessness. Just as the previous six days ended with evening and darkness 

falling, recall what happened as Jesus was on the cross: Luke 23:44-45a 44 It was now 

about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three, 45a because the sun’s 

light failed. Darkness falls when darkness should not have, because Jesus’ sacrifice was 

bringing this fallen broken 7th day to its close.  

Then John 19:30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished.” What 

was finished? His paying the price to redeem us from sin, death, and hell certainly. But also 

“finished” was the age of the 7th day that was a life lived apart from and in judgment by our 

Creator for our part in ruining His perfect Creation.  “Finished” was living a life in fear of 

and running away from death and the eternal damnation that follows. “Finished” was 

putting our hope in a world that continues to fall and grow darker, and is destined for 

complete destruction.  

And when the light of Easter dawn shone down on this earth, and Jesus stepped forward 

from the tomb, a new era was born, one often called the “8th Day.” It is the beginning of the 

implementation of the Triune God’s plan to redeem and restore His perfect creation. The 

Father planned it from before the beginning of Creation, the Son carried it out in His 

incarnation, death, and resurrection, and the Holy Spirit delivers it to the hearts of each and 

every person through the Gospel.  

Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk 

in newness of life. 

He does the work of Conversion in your heart to turn you away from self-centeredness and 

back to being centered on Christ your Savior through faith. He is at work restoring the 

perfect image of God in you that was lost to all mankind during the Fall. In baptism we are 

given a new life to live toward God. And the Spirit continues to restore that life centered on 

God as He works in us through Confession and Absolution. 
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The goal, the mission Jesus gave all His disciples, including us today, involves us and those 

around us we meet in all places where we go as part of your daily life: to make you and 

them ready, and keep you and them ready for the grand and glorious 8th Day finale: Christ’s 

return and His restoring completely the perfection of the Garden of Eden in the New 

Heavens and New Earth. He will restore the beauty that had been lost when His original 

Creation fell. And by faith in Christ, you will get to see it! 

You will see what Adam and Eve once saw, that pristine beauty and perfection at the 

beginning of the 7th day. You will get to experience the Creation once again working 

perfectly to provide for the needs of your body. You will no longer have to work, sweat, or 

toil. There will no longer be natural disasters, storms, wildfires, droughts. 

You will experience and live in the perfect love and harmony that was Adam and Eve’s 

before the Fall. With God’s image perfectly restored in you, you will live in perfect 

obedience and love for Him and for all the people who surround you in this New Heaven 

and New Earth. Gone forever will be crime, anger, war, murder, and injustice. This is a life 

that is beyond our imagining from where we stand here today. But through faith in Christ, 

this will be your eternal future, His gift of faith to you. 

Conclusion 

Our world still has much beauty in it. Our world has people who occasionally show love and 

compassion for others. Imagine how much more beautiful and loving and compassionate 

will be the eternity to come. We don’t deserve that and could never earn it. It is the Triune 

God’s gift of love to you, being given to you through these words that I speak, through the 

faith given and strengthened in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Remain strong in that 

faith today, tomorrow, and all the way to your entrance into the restored beauty and 

perfection of Eden that is eternal life to come. Amen.  


