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Written Copy: Ephesians 1:19-23 “Great Is [?]”   
Ascension Day Celebrated 

Sunday, May 17th, 2026 

Text: Ephesians 1:19-23 
19 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might 

20 
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

22 
And he put all things under his 

feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all. 

Exegetical Statement 

Paul writes to a Church that is battling with those who worship the false God Artemis, in the city that is the 
center of worship of this false god. He gives thanks to God for the faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior that has 
been given to the Church in Ephesus, along with Jesus’ sacrificial and unconditional love which sets them 
apart as God’s holy people. He prays that they would continue to be given through the Holy Spirit wisdom and 
knowledge in who God is, the hope that they have through their call to faith, and the eternal inheritance they 
have been given as the gift of grace from Christ held by faith. Paul also wants them to realize how great is the 
power of the Ascended Christ in His working through all things as He reigns and rules over every earthly 
ruling power and every spiritual entity. His is the only name to be called on in this day and age and through 
all the ages. God the Father accomplished all this by raising Jesus from the dead and seating Him in the place 
of all power and authority. In that place Jesus of Nazareth, who is also the Divine Son of God has subjected all 
things under His control, and He rules over all things on behalf of His Church that functions as His body in 
mission and witness for Him, who is at work in filling all things through the proclamation of the Gospel. In the 
end all people and all creatures will bow before Him as the King over all things.  

Focus Statement: 

Jesus Christ who, after His resurrection, was proclaimed to be our Savior, God’s plan from the 

beginning, has ascended to the position of highest authority and rule over all things in one earth 

and in the spiritual realm. No other person or power can undermine His work to bring about all that 

must happen before His return. And His plan and purpose is not heaven on earth, but that His 

Church be given the opportunity to proclaim Him as Lord and Savior of all to the lost of our day. He 

is ruling now, albeit at times hidden from our eyes, and will be ruling uncontested forever in eternal 

life to come. 

Function Statement:   

Why it’s important to know:  

We have our own idea of how things should be going in the world and in our life. We desire 

this to be as close to heaven on earth as possible, and we look to whomever and whatever 

will make that happen. And when it doesn’t, we question the authority over all claimed by 

Jesus in His ascension.   

What the hearer should do as a result:  

Understand that what our King ruling over all allows may not appear to be for our personal 

best, but as His Church can be used to welcome those to whom we are sent into His kingdom 

now, and His eternal kingdom where He will rule forever uncontested.  

Subject Sentence: Great Is Our Lord and Saving Ruling Eternally 
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Introduction: Gonzo Abandons His Narration 

How many of you have seen “The Muppets: A Christmas Carol”? I know it’s not the right 

season. It’s the Muppet version of Charles Dickens classic story of Ebenezer Scrooge being 

visited by the 3 Ghosts of Christmas. The Muppets character “The Great Gonzo” acts as 

narrator with Rizzo the Rat who is his sidekick. Rizzo is astounded that The Great Gonzo, as 

the narrator, seems to have ‘god-like’ knowledge of what will happen. But when they get to 

the appearance of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, it’s so scary that Gonzo and Rizzo 

abandon their position and leave the audience on their own until the end of the story.  

In our lives today, do we ever see Jesus in His ascension as abandoning us to whatever may 

come? That He pulled a “Get out of Dodge” and leaves us to suffer through with minimal 

help? We confess He is at the right hand of the Father, but what does that mean, really? We 

look at what is going on in the world around us and wonder who is minding the shop? We 

confess Jesus is our Savior King, meaning He is ruling, but maybe at the right hand of the 

Father He is too far away to stay on top of things. Or maybe when bad things happen, He 

has to play catch-up and damage control. Maybe, because of my continued sinfulness, He is 

not as amenable to always help me when I need Him. 

Could the problem be regarding who we are really trusting in to rule over our lives and our 

world, and what we think should be happening versus what is going on around us? 

Paul in Ephesus: “Great Is Artemis of the Ephesians” 

When Paul wrote his letter to the Ephesians, he was writing to the city he had to “get out of 

dodge” from prematurely after his ministry and witness caused a riot. Ephesus was known 

as the center of worship for the god Artemis. This was the Greek goddess of fertility that 

had become in the minds of those in Asia Minor “The Mother God” who had charge of 

nature, and blessing her followers with abundance, including in childbirth. She was 

worshiped in a temple in Ephesus that was known as one of the Seven Wonders of the 

Ancient World. Continued veneration of her was important to the city not only in a spiritual 

sense but also economically as craftsmen made all kinds of trinkets dedicated to her 

worship, including miniature silver shrines.  

Paul, through his preaching about God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ as being the one 

and only God, and the proof that His witness was true through miraculously casting a 

demon out of a fortune telling woman, threatened to ruin both the spiritual and economic 

base of the city. The result was a riot in the public amphitheater where followers of Paul, 

trying to speak in his defense, were drowned out by the crowd chanting over and over 

“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians”.   

 



3 | P a g e  
 

The Truth Paul is Preaching in His Letter About Christ 

Ephesians 1:19-21 (What is) the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe, according to the mighty working of his strength. 20 He exercised this 
power in Christ by raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in the 
heavens —  21 far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every 
title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

Paul, in his letter written to the Church in the city of Ephesus, which was to be shared with 
other Churches, works to reinforce what he was proclaiming about Jesus in this center of 
pagan worship. He holds up and testifies that “Great Is the Power and Might of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ Over All Things and All People” 

What does it mean that Jesus has ascended and is sitting at the right hand of God the 
Father? He rules with surpassing greatness and authority above all other authorities; over 
any and every human king and ruler, and any spiritual entity that might claim authority 
over humankind. His authority and power is immeasurably great and no other being can 
match the might of His strength as He exercises His will over all things. No other being can 
preempt, disrupt or cancel what Jesus ordains must happen. He is far above any and every 
other thing that people might look to and worship, not just in this time and age, but 
throughout all ages to come. When it comes to what happens in the world, the buck stops 
with Jesus, He is in complete control. Artemis of the Ephesians is nothing, a nonexistent lie 
compared to King Jesus. 

The thing is Jesus is not some kind of Greek Demigod, He was a flesh and blood man. What 
proof does Paul cite for Him being given such authority and power? Jesus resurrection from 
the dead. He is true man who suffered death, yet by the mighty power of God the Father 
was raised from death, never to die again. And He was welcomed back to the Father’s side: 
to the “right hand” of God the Father. What does His place at the Father’s “right hand” 
mean? Jesus has the authority of the very God who created all things and sustains all things 
to implement His will upon all creatures of the earth, and no other creature can 
countermand that. It means that this man is also God, who rules as only God can.  

What Do We Chant in Our Desire to Make Heaven on Earth 

Those Ephesians chanted “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians”, looking to and trusting in 
this false god to make happen what they wanted and desired by buttering her up and 
pleading with her. Who is it we may be chanting to in our lives as we desire what we want 
to happen when we want it? Who is it we look to for the fulfillment of how things should go 
in this world and in our lives? Do we chant “Great is the Democratic Party?” or “Great is 
the Republican Party”? Do we chant “Great Are Those Talk Show Hosts, Media 
Commentators, News Reporters Turned Editorials, Famous/Influential People Who 
Love to Give Their Opinion on What Is and What Should Be?” Whatever we are trusting 
in, whoever’s words we regard to be absolute truth, following with blind obedience, and 
counting on to solve our problems, that is who we are chanting about with the witness of 
our lives.  
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Whomever it is we are looking to; it ends up we are lifting up ourselves over the One True 
Lord and Savior. We are looking for whomever and whatever can bring about what we 
think should happen in this world, what truth and justice should be, and when it should be 
applied. What it really comes down to is we are looking for whomever can bring about 
heaven on earth, whoever can make our life right now to be the least amount of suffering 
for us, even if it’s at the expense of others. We look to our own perceived needs and wants 
at the expense of what must happen before Christ returns on the Last Day. 

What Is Christ’s Mission Statement as He Rules Over All? 

Ephesians 1:22-23 22 And he subjected everything under his feet and appointed him 
as head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of the one 
who fills all things in every way. 

What is Jesus’ mission statement as He rules over all things at the right hand of the Father? 
He rules over everything for the good of the Church and the mission He has given to us. It’s 
the same mission statement He gave to the disciples when He was preparing to ascend back 
to the Father.  

Acts 1:6-8 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you 
restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time? ” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

These disciples had their own idea of how things should go: restore the temporal kingdom 
of Israel just as in the time of David, with Jesus sitting on a real physical throne in 
Jerusalem. But that was not the mission that Jesus was bringing about or that they should 
be about. It’s about being His witnesses to His death and resurrection beginning where 
they were at and spreading out over the whole earth. That’s the mission we should be 
about to this day, proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior and King for all people.  

It’s not the mission statement we might like to hear Him give. We want Him to bring about 
world peace on this earth right now, but Jesus told us that in this world there will be wars 
and rumors of wars. It’s not necessarily to Make any particular country Great Again, 
especially at the expense of others. It’s not to solve all our problems as a nation right now 
or bring about the concept of justice and equality we may desire. It’s not about bringing 
down gas prices. It’s not about our lives being free from the things that trouble us like 
sickness and death, or economic insecurity. It’s not about taking away all the troubles that 
plague us. It’s not about fulfilling our vision of making this time and this place heaven on 
earth.  
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What it is about is spreading the Gospel Message about Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of 
all people, even those we may consider to be our enemies and adversaries. It’s about the 
Holy Spirit working through the problems and troubles that are part of life in a fallen world 
to show people that the god they are looking to and lifting up as great is no God at all. It’s 
about creating opportunities for us as the Church to proclaim, “Great is Our King and 
Savior Jesus Christ who loves all people and gave His life to save all people from 
eternal damnation.” It’s about the Holy Spirit creating windows of opportunity for you to 
share one on one with others struggling with worry, fear, and guilt that Jesus is Lord of all 
who loves them more than anyone else in this life, and wants a faith relationship with them 
now that lasts all the way to eternal life to come. 

King Jesus mission is about keeping you and I in repentant faith. It’s about giving us a 
reason to keep turning to Him in the midst of all our cares and concerns. It’s about keeping 
us in repentant faith where we confess all those things we look to as a god who can make 
happen what we think should happen and then turning by faith to One who rules over all 
things for our ultimate and eternal good. It’s holding fast by faith that as a forgiven child of 
God, King Jesus has my best interest in mind, not just in this world, but so that in the end I 
will stand before Him in faith to enjoy the true heaven on earth, eternal life in the perfect 
New Heaven and Earth.  

Jesus’ mission is to make you and keep you as His witness as to who truly is Great, and keep 
you in that faith each and every day of your life 

 

Conclusion 

The Ephesians in their sinfulness shouted, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians”. In your 
sinful selfishness who might you and I be looking to and elevating as great in this world?  

There is only One great God and King, who is also your Savior, and His name is Jesus Christ. 
No power and authority on earth or in the spiritual realm can countermand His plan and 
purpose. He works through believers and unbelievers alike so that all that must happen 
before His return on the Last Day comes about. Just as He worked through the devil and his 
agents who thought they could defeat His work to save the world by making Him suffer and 
die on the cross, only to contribute to the means by which Jesus won forgiveness, salvation, 
and victory for you, He is at work through the forces of evil this day.  

It’s sometimes hard for us to see Him at work as we look through the lens of what we think 
should happen now. It’s hard for us to see as our vision is limited to what we feel is best 
right now at this moment, disregarding the eternal plan from the past and spreading out 
into the future. By faith we hold fast that Jesus is reigning and ruling for you, for His 
Church, for all who have believed in the past and will believe in future, to bring about His 
uncontested reign in eternal life to come. Amen.  

 


