Preaching Copy: Coming Out of the Great Tribulation

All Saints Sunday (Observed)
Sunday, November 9th, 2025

Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

¥ But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose
you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. ** To this he
called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. *°> So then,
brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by
our letter."® Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us
eternal comfort and good hope through grace, ** comfort your hearts and establish them in every good
work and word.

Exegetical Statement

Paul speaks words of comfort to the Church that has been fed a lie that Christ has already returned
and they missed it. He tells them not to be troubled, alarmed, or concerned by any such news. Don’t
let yourself become deceived and adopt a new way of life. Before Christ returns the Man of
Rebellion will be revealed, who will live opposed to God’s Word and way and will encourage others
to give up their faith, follow him, regard his teachings on the same level as Scripture, and eventually
worship him as God. While he hasn’t been revealed yet his office, the teaching from Satan that is
behind his work of apostasy, is very much going on now. He will come from within the Church and
will fool people with supernatural signs powered by the Devil, aimed at turning people away from
faith in Christ to reject Him and receiving Satan’s punishment of eternal damnation. But Paul is
thankful that the believers have been chosen, called to faith by the Gospel and given the Holy Spirit
who is at work in them to keep them sealed in faith towards Christ. He will keep admonishing,
encouraging, and strengthening them to persevere in the faith toward Christ and what He teaches
as truth all the way to life everlasting

Focus Statement:

As Christians we have been chosen by God and sealed in faith in baptism. His Spirit continues to
work in us to keep us sealed in that faith by seeing the impossibility of our being saints without the
atoning work of Christ. He works through Word and Sacrament to keep us looking to Him alone,
forgiving us when we sin, so we live and die in repentant faith

Function Statement:

Why it’s important to know:

As the Saints who come out of the Great Tribulation, we can become lax in our responsibility
to build up our faith in Sanctification. The devil is hard at work to call us away from our
trust in Christ telling us our sin is not that bad, even excused. He wants to divert our
attention from the absolute need we have for Christ

What the hearer should do as a result:

Hold fast to the faith explained in the Small Catechism from Scripture. Allow the Spirit to
show us our sin and show us our Savior so we always trust in Christ alone. The Spirit will
protect us through the Means of Grace from being snatched from His hand.

Subject Sentence: Delivered from Tribulation by the Strong Hand of Christ

1|Page



Introduction

“Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snow-clad mountains bright! With
palms they stand; Who is this band Before the throne of light?”. Thus begins the first
verse of Hymn # 676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” which we may sing during
Communion if time permits. It asks some pertinent questions for us as we consider our
First Reading and our Epistle Lesson this morning. These are the same questions asked of
the Apostle John in his vision recorded in Revelation 7:13-14 13 Then one of the elders
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have
they come?” 142 | said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones
coming out of the great tribulation.

Our Hymn answers it this way: “These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the
great affliction came. The saints of glorious fame! Who exactly are those? What is this
glorious fame? Are these only those who lost their lives because they confessed Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior? To figure this out we must figure out what this “great affliction” is, or as
John calls it in Revelation 7:14 “the great tribulation”

What Is “The Great Tribulation”?

So, what do you think this “Great Tribulation” is? Many hear this phrase and think of one of
the scary demonic movies like Damien where the Anti-Christ is running around and the
world is becoming hell on earth. Others hear this and think of those final days before
Christ’s return when the devil is waging open warfare against the Church, and terrifying
signs begin to happen in the heavens and upon the earth. And there is some truth to this.
Those days just preceding Jesus’ return will be like days we have never seen before. But
could we already be in these days of “Great Tribulation” right now?

Many Christians don’t want to even consider the possibility. Many don’t even want to study
what the Bible has to say about the End Times for fear that by studying it that will bring
about it’s coming to fruition. Others look around and are convinced the time is not yet,
probably won’t happen in my lifetime, nothing to worry about, just keep living our lives as
normal. But if Jesus doesn’t want us to focus on it, why does He teach about it in the three
Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke)? He tells us that no one will know when the
end will come, that it will come upon people suddenly who are unaware, just as the end
came to all life on earth in Noah’s day. What if we will be so involved in our daily affairs
that we won’t realize we are in those final days? What if the Great Tribulation is actually
going on now?
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Paul tells us in our Epistle Lesson 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 3 Let no one deceive you in any
way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself
against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Who is this man of lawlessness, the son of
destruction? This is the one John in his epistles calls the Anti-Christ, the one who will
oppose the work of Christ being done by the Church and will claim the honor and authority
that only belong to God, and in fact, will call on all people to worship him as God. Well, that
hasn’t happened yet. So, does that mean we don’t have anything to worry about yet?

Paul also says that “the rebellion comes first”. When will that happen? It already has! 2
Thessalonians 2:7a For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. It was going in
Paul’s day, it's going on now, in our time, and will continue and increase as we approach the
end. This “mystery of Lawlessness” has also been called “The Office of the Anti-Christ”. It is
Satan working behind the scenes through government agencies, human institutions, and
culture to prepare the way for this man of lawlessness. It does this by convincing culture
that those morals that used to be the foundation of our society, morals based on God’s laws
given to us in Scripture, are old fashioned and no longer applicable.

It began with our society dismissing God as either non-existent and created by men to keep
people in line, and therefore no longer relevant, or a god who created all things but left the
day to day management in our hands to do as we humans see fit, or the god who wants
people to be happy and live life to the fullest. This is not the God of Scripture, but a god
created by man’s desire and imagination through selective picking of Scripture verses and
ignoring others, or simply ignoring Scripture all together. The bottom line is this: with no
God calling the shots on what is moral and what is true, that job is left up to the culture at
large. Whatever culture says is okay becomes what becomes morally acceptable.

Think about how movies, TV and radio, and social media has changed over the years.
Before the 1960’s you wouldn'’t see displayed before your eyes anyone having sexual
relations with someone else, let alone someone who is not your spouse. Why? Because God
in His Word called sexual relations outside to the marital union of one man and one woman
a sin. It was morally unacceptable. But gradually the entertainment industry began giving
us plot lines where people were living together outside of marriage. It began with
heterosexual relationships but has since moved to same sex relationships. Through the
influence of movies, TV, and social media, culture has gradually grown to accept these
things. Since the 1960’s the number of people cohabitating has boomed because it's now
culturally acceptable. Even though the majority of people are not living in same sex
relationships, because it is set before us in media in a positive light, that has become
socially acceptable.
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The Women'’s Rights Movement of the 1960’s had some very positive outcomes with
women gaining the right to vote and greater equality in the work force. But growing out to
that was the mantra “my body, my choice” which is the line often cited to support a
woman'’s right to have an abortion. The Bible clearly calls this murder, but society has come
to accept it as morally okay. Another offshoot of the idea of “my body, my choice” is
transgenderism. [ have the right to choose what gender I want to identify as. Since there is
no God, or at least no one that society recognizes as the Creator who designed each person
to be a unique specific human being, people can choose to be what they want to be and live
how they want to live.

In all these things God’s voice of authority over how we live is being diminished and
cancelled. Why? So we can live how we want to live and do what we want to do, without
anyone telling us it is wrong. All Christians have particular sins they struggle with: things
their sinful heart desires which they know is wrong according to God’s word but desire to
do anyway. Maybe it’s an inordinate desire for wealth, or addictions to gambling, alcohol
and drugs, porn, or even gossip. We know it’s wrong, yet we continue to do it. Imagine a
pastor who told you that these things are okay, that Jesus doesn’t really condemn you for
doing them. He just wants you to be happy. He died and rose so that you could be happy.
These things used to be considered wrong in the past, but times have changed, we have
become more enlightened, and evidentially so has Jesus.

This may sound ridiculous at first. But just think about those sins you struggle with. What if
you found a voice that told you it’s okay to do those things. Those voices are out there, not
only out in the godless culture, but they are there in Christian denominations too with
Pastors preaching that what used to be called sin is no problem anymore, because the
Church in the past got it wrong. Who is behind that voice? Satan, working through that
mystery of lawlessness (that) is already at work. This is “the rebellion (that) comes
first” and is in fact now at work. It is Satan preparing the way for the man of lawlessness
who is to come, who will replace the law of God with his own law of anything and
everything is permissible according to culture, except being a Christian. After all, Christians
are the ones who call these things a sin. And even further, for that matter, if these things are
no longer sins, why do we need a Savior, especially one who calls Himself our King, who
tells us that we can’t do the things that make us happy? And then in steps the man of
lawlessness who will claim he can make everybody happy.

What Hope Do We Have? Our Hope is in Christ!

What hope do true believers in God have as we face off against culture, government, and
human institutions who are manipulating the lives and minds of our society? We have the
greatest hope, and it rests in Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The One who sits
at the center of the throne ruling over the whole universe, even over Satan as he works to
deceive people and turn them against us. He has decisively defeated the devil and his
power over us through His life, death, and resurrection.
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2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 1# To this he called you
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Through Paul God tells you He chose you before time began to be His own private property,
His precious child. You were born belonging to Satan under his control as a sinner. But
Jesus, on the cross, paid the ransom price to save you out from under the devil’s control and
into His reign and rule of love and grace. The Gospel Message is God’s means through the
Holy Spirit to give to you personally all that Jesus won for you in His death and
resurrection, and it comes to you by faith.

The Holy Spirit is at work in all of us who have been chosen by God to be His children. He
uses God’s Word to inform us that God’s Laws have not been cancelled or set aside by
culture. As Jesus says in Matthew 5:18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
God’s Laws have not been cancelled. What has been cancelled is their power to condemn us
to eternal suffering because Jesus was condemned and suffered in my place. What that
means is not that the laws no longer matter, they do. But we can readily own up to our
struggle with them, confess them, and find Jesus’ love and forgiveness poured out upon us.
We find His Spirit at work within us through Sanctification: the Holy Spirit’s work to help
you grow to hate your sin and no longer desire to do it, help you to avoid it, and forgive you
when you fail.

2 Thessalonians 2:15-17 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions
that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave
us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and
establish them in every good work and word.

Through His work going on in you, you're protected from the lies of the devil that are being
whispered to you that sinfulness is no longer bad or that certain things no longer matter to
God. Through His work we can stand firm in faith toward Him, seeking to obey Him out of
the love that He gives to us through the means of grace. Through the Spirit’s work we can
grow in knowledge of those things Paul taught, those things the other Apostles taught,
those things Jesus taught. And even as you may see your inability to do them, you grow in
your love and wonder for your Savior who came to free you from bondage to sin and give
you a new life established with Him now, encouraged not to live to please self but live to
love and help others to see Jesus as you see Him.
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Most of all, by faith you can live with the comforting knowledge that in the end, it’s not the
devil or the man of lawlessness who will win the day. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 And then the
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will Kkill with the breath of his
mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. When Jesus returns on
the Last Day, the devil, the Anti-Christ, and all those who supported him are done. They will
be destroyed by the mighty command from Jesus’ mouth, and all the work they tried to
accomplish to destroy the Church will come to nothing. In the end, and even now, Jesus
wins.

Conclusion

Revelation 7:13-14 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Who are these dressed in white robes coming out of the great tribulation? They are the
saints; they are you and me. We have received in our baptism the white robe of Christ’s
righteousness. Yet we have been tempted by the devil, the world, and our own sinful hearts
to please ourselves and disobey our God. But all of those sinful stains have been washed
clean by the blood of the Lamb of Sacrifice who is Jesus Christ. When we die in faith, we will
stand before Him declared good enough to live with Him in His glorious presence forever.

Your faith in Jesus Christ and the Spirit’s work to keep you in that repentant faith through
Word and Sacrament is what defeats the devil’s work in the tribulation to steal you away
from Him. The Holy Spirit, who is stronger, protects you so that you can enjoy the glorious
future Christ has planned for you for all eternity.

Revelation 7:15-17 15b he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”

That is my future, and your future through faith in Christ. May you remain in that faith and
hope now, and until we all stand before Him in eternal life. Amen
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