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A Service of Celebration and Praise to God 
 

In Memory of the Life and Faith of 
 

Ruth Diane Wass 
 

November 2, 1958—April 4, 2023 
 

 +  +  + 
Entered the Church Militant: November 30th, 1958 

 

Entered the Church Triumphant: April 4th, 2023 
 

Procession of the Casket and the         
Bereaved 

 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives  sts. 1–2, 6–8 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 

Text and tune: Public domain 



Funeral Opening Announcement 

P On behalf of Lamb of God Lutheran Church, I want to   
offer to you, the family and friends of Ruth Wass and all 
who knew her as a special person of God's creation, our 
deepest sympathy. May our Lord, who knows your needs, 
comfort you and give you strength and faith to uphold one 
another. 
  

Whenever people gather for a Christian Funeral Service, 
there are two basic reasons for the worship service. The 
first is to demonstrate by our presence the respect we have 
for the deceased, understanding that it was a life given as a 
gift from God. The second is to contemplate the meaning 
of our relationship to Jesus Christ and other people for 
time and eternity. May this service serve both functions in 
your life this day.  

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Casket is covered with the Funeral Pall 
 

Remembrance of Baptism 

P In Holy Baptism Ruth Wass was clothed with the 
robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all her 
sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were     
baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by      
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with Him 
in a death like His, we shall certainly be  
united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 23 (ESV) 

P The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

C He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

P He leads me beside still waters. 

C He restores my soul. 

P He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. 

C Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

P your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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C You prepare a table before me in the       pres-
ence of my enemies; 

P you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life, 

C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord      
forever. 
Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your   
loving-kindness shown to Ruth, and to all Your servants 
who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from 
their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto 
death and receive the crown of eternal life; through     
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Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

 
Old Testament Lesson:  Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 

22The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
 his mercies never come to an end; 
23they are new every morning; 
 great is your faithfulness. 
24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 
 “therefore I will hope in him.” 
25The Lord is good to those who wait for him, 
 to the soul who seeks him. 
26It is good that one should wait quietly 
 for the salvation of the Lord. 

31For the Lord will not 
 cast off forever, 
32but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 
33for he does not willingly afflict 
 or grieve the children of men. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson:      Philippians 1:3-6 
 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,     
5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
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now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Anthem: #702 "My Faith Looks Up to Thee  

Played by Rick Dexel 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
Verse 

P Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. 
Alleluia. 

 
 

Holy Gospel:       John 14:1-6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 

also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not 

so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And 

you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 

the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into 
Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our 
faith. 

 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

748 I’m But a Stranger Here 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–35 

Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon: Philippians 1:6 "Bringing His Work to Completion" 
 

 

The Prayers and Remembrance 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised 
Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people         
together into one communion in the mystical body of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole 
Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
  

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior    
Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We 
give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the 
power of death and by His resurrection He opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the 
confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and 
that neither death nor life nor things present nor things 
to come will be able to separate us from Your love, 
which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       
forever. 

C Amen. 
Please stand as you are able 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 
bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
A Bell is rung 64 times in honor of all the years of life God 
granted to Ruth. 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He 
who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

  

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
     Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
     which You have prepared in the sight of   
every people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
     and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen. 

  

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He 
who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

 
Concluding Collect 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your 
flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them 
home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resur-
rection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with 
those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he 
says: 

 

P We now commit the body of our sister, Ruth Wass, to 
its resting place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
change our lowly bodies so that they will be like His 
glorious body, by the power that enables Him to     
subdue all things to Himself. 

 

P May God the Father, who created this body; may God 

the T Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; may 
God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified 
this body to be His temple, keep these remains to the 
day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ 
You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You   
sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily 
resurrection You brought life and immortality to light 
so that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope.  
Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the 
grave that He won for us. Keep us in everlasting     
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communion with all who wait for Him on earth and 
with all in heaven who are with Him, for He is the   
resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction and Dismissal 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be       gra-
cious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Please wait until the conclusion of the Closing Hymn to depart, in 
order to give Ruth's family time to say goodbye 
Video Hymn #752 Be Still My Soul 
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Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
You are invited to join us for a Funeral Luncheon in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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Ruth Diane Wass 
November 2, 1958 - April 4, 2023 

WASS, RUTH DIANE - Age 64, died      Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at Ascen-
sion Genesys Hospital. 
Funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday, April 13, 2023 at 
Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 2051 West Maple       Avenue, Flint, 
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Reverend Mark Pretznow officiating. 

Lamb Of God 
Lutheran Church 

April 13, 2023 

Reverend Mark Pretznow, 
Officiating 

Norma Neuhart,  
Organist 


