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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

January 21, 2024 
 

Divine Service V 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
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P Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow              
worshipers. 

614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said  
Sung to the tune from #883 "All Praise to Thee My God, This Night” 
 

1 “As surely as I live,” God said, 
“I would not see the sinner dead. 
I want him turned from error’s ways, 
Repentant, living endless days.” 

 
2 And so our Lord gave this command: 

“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land; 
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace 
Who will repent and mend their ways. 

 
3 “All those whose sins you thus remit 

I truly pardon and acquit, 
And those whose sins you will retain 
Condemned and guilty shall remain. 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation      LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins     LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your         
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution       LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 
 

614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said  
Sung to the tune from #883  

"All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night" 
 
4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be; 

What you will loose, that shall be free; 
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n 
To open, close the gates of heav’n.” 

 
5 The words which absolution give 

Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading Psalm 62  Selected Verses 

P 1 For God alone my soul waits in silence; 

C from him comes my salvation. 

P 2 He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; 

C I shall not be greatly shaken. 

P 7 On God rests my salvation and my glory; 

C my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 

P 8 Trust in him at all times, O people; 
 pour out your heart before him; 

C God is a refuge for us. 

P 9 Those of low estate are but a breath; 
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C those of high estate are a delusion; 

 

P in the balances they go up; 

C they are together lighter than a breath. 

P 10 Put no trust in extortion; 
 set no vain hopes on robbery; 

C if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 

P 11 Once God has spoken; 
 twice have I heard this: 

C that power belongs to God, 

P 12 and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 

C For you will render to a man 
 according to his work. 

 
Gloria Patri      LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon 
our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your      
majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, 
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
Old Testament Lesson:    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 1Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, 

saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it 

the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, 

according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an               

exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began 

to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet   

forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 

Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 

evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to 

them, and he did not do it. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson:     1 Corinthians 7:29-35 
 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has 

grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as 

though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were 

not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not         

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and 

those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 

For the present form of this world is passing away. 
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 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man 

is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 
33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to 

please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 

betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be 

holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about 

worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own 

benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order 

and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

 
Holy Gospel:      Mark 1:14-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,         

proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 

and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the      

gospel.” 

 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they 

were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will 

make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw 

James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their 

boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they 

left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and    

followed him. 
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P This is 
the 
Gospel 
of the 
Lord. 

C

 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

Children's Message 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light  

Sung to the tune from #616 "Baptismal Waters Cover Me" 
 

1 O Christ, our true and only light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice 
And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 
2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
Enlighten those whose inmost minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 
3 O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 
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Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 
In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 
4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 
5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n 
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon: Mark 1:14-15 and Jonah 3:4-5 
 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
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     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and    
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the           
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 



13 

Offering Statement 

P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    
giving portal from our website.   

 
Offering Verse:       Psalm 62:8 

8Trust in him at all times, O people; 
 pour out your heart before him; 
 God is a refuge for us. 

 
782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings sts. 1, ref, 3–4 
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Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Please be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a 
sinner but that all would repent and believe the Gospel. 
In the epiphany of Your Son, Your time of salvation and 
Your kingdom have come near. As this world passes 

away, give 
faithful-
ness and 
urgency to 
Your 
Church to 
proclaim 
the Gospel 
of our God 
to all peo-

ple. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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C hear our prayer. 
  

P ...Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we 
need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Please stand as you are able 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 
Preface        LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 
God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever         
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give 
heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 
above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our            
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and 
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested 
to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He 
saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 
and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 
bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 



          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His 
command, and with His own words, we receive His  
testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord     LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was       
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in                 remembrance of Me.” 

 Sanctus               LSB 
161 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei       LSB 163 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of 
Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 
saying: 

 
Right Column 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 

P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 
your sins have been forgiven. 

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide  
Sung to the tune from #563 "Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness" 

 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 

For round us falls the eventide. 19 



O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 
2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 
3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 

 
 
4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 

The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious 
confi- dence. 

 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Me-

lanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche Psalmen, 
1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002526 
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849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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703 How Can I Thank You, Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: David Denicke, 1603–80; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal      LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus      LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
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614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said  
Sung to the tune from #883  

"All Praise to Thee My God, This Night" 
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