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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
December 3, 2023 

 
Divine Service I 

 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with those worshipping around you. 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (st. 3): 

tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation       LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins      LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as    
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,    
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution        LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His        
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 

C righteous and having salvation. 

P To you, O Lord, 
 I lift up my soul. 

P O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

C let not my enemies exult over me. 

P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

C they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous. 

C Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 

C righteous and having salvation. 

 
Kyrie         LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their    
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 
protection we may be rescued from the threatening   
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Lesson:     Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

 and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 

 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 

 or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides you, 

 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

 those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be 

saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

7There is no one who calls upon your name, 

 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O Lord, you are our Father; 

 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, 
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 and remember not iniquity forever. 

 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Lesson:       2 Peter 3:1-14 
 1This is now the second letter that I am writing to you,      

beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way 

of reminder, 2that you should remember the predictions of the holy 

prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 

your apostles, 3knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in 

the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4They 

will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 

fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the 

beginning of creation.” 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, 

that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of 

water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of 

these the world that then existed was deluged with water and      

perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now   

exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 

destruction of the ungodly. 

 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the 

Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 

day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count  

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 

perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 

with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and          

dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be     

exposed. 
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 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 

of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,         

because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 

and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according 

to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. 

 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Alleluia and Verse     LSB 156 

 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 13:19-37      Mark 13:19–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 19For in those days there will be such tribulation as has 

not been from the beginning of the creation that God created until 

now, and never will be. 20And if the Lord had not cut short the 

days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the 
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elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. 21And then if anyone 

says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do 

not believe it. 22False christs and false prophets will arise and    

perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 
23But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand. 

 24“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will 

be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 

with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. 

 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this         

generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 

even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be 

on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will 

come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 

and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do 

not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 

or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest 

he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I 

say to all: Stay awake.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day  
Sung to the tune from 
#644 "The Church's One Foundation" 
 

1 The clouds of judgment gather, 
    The time is growing late; 
Be sober and be watchful, 
    Our judge is at the gate: 
The judge who comes in mercy, 
    The judge who comes in might 
To put an end to evil 
    And diadem the right. 

 
2 Arise, O true disciples; 

    Let wrong give way to right, 
And penitential shadow 
    To Jesus’ blessèd light: 
The light that has no evening, 
    That knows no moon or sun, 
The light so new and golden, 
    The light that is but one. 

 
3 The home of fadeless splendor, 

    Of blooms that bear no thorn, 
Where they shall dwell as children 
    Who here as exiles mourn; 
The peace of all the faithful, 
    The calm of all the blest, 
Inviolate, unfading, 
    Divinest, sweetest, best. 



13 

 
4 Oh, happy, holy portion, 

    Relief for all distressed, 
True vision of true beauty, 
    Refreshment for the blest! 
Strive now to win that glory, 
    Toil now to gain that light; 
Send hope ahead to grasp it 
    Till hope be lost in sight. 

Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

 
 
 
Sermon Text: Mark 13:28-33 

 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the    
living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have joined 
us for worship this day. Those who would like to give an 
offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in the     
Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, mail 
their Offering Envelope in, or use our online giving   
portal from our website.   

 
 

Offering Verses:     2 Peter 3:10–12a 
 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed.  11Since all 
these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 

ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God 

 
 

Offertory Anthem: "Come and Behold Him"  
Lamb of God Adult Choir 
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Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Lord’s grace and peace as we enter another 

Church Year, that God who is faithful would confirm 
the testimony about Christ among us as we wait for His 
revealing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
  
P Gracious Father, You have made us glad to enter into 

Your presence to hear the good news of our Savior and 
receive Your gifts. Preserve Your Church against all her 
enemies, and lead us to walk in Your ways and to      
follow Your paths, that when Jesus returns in His glory 
we may welcome Him with glad hosannas; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface        LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,       
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus        LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was       

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in                 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we   
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving 

us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us 
to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your          
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini      LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei       LSB 163 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of 
Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 
saying: 

 
Right Column       LSB 164 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 

your sins have been forgiven. 
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631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 
6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 
    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 
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7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
696 O God, My Faithful God 
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5 Let me depart this life 
    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 
6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Please Stand as you are able 
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Close of the Service 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has 
no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction       LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 

7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973; (st. 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text (sts. 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you 
  
P The love and the Peace of  Christ Jesus, Your Savior, 

has been poured out upon you richly and abundantly 
this day. In the same manner as He has shared with you, 
pour out these gifts upon those around you who need to 
hear the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your 
hands. In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  
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Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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Fellowship Time 
 

All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to 
join us for refreshments and fellowship immediately       
following our worship services this morning. Refreshments 
will be served for those wishing to stay. This is a good 
time to get to know one another – plan to stay if you can. 
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