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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 

 The Second Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 1st, 2026 

Divine Service V 
 

  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
  

P As you share the Peace of Christ with your fellow worshipers, also 
discuss with them the question of the day. 
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567 Not What These Hands Have Done                          sts. 1–3 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation                                                   LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins                                          LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,       
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your        
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and    
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution                                                           LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 121 
P 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 

C 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
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P 3 He will not let your foot be moved; 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 

C 
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 

P 5 The Lord is your keeper; 
 the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

C 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 
 nor the moon by night. 

P 7The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
 he will keep your life. 

C 
8 The Lord will keep 
 your going out and your coming in 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
forever. Amen. 
 

 

567 Not What These Hands Have Done                       sts. 4–6 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By 
Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may 
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may     
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 12:1-9 
 1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father‟s house to the land that I will show you. 
2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother‟s 
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to 
the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  
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7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your        
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the 
Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the 
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an 
altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9And 
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our      
forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was         
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham     
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a 
gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but 
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the 
one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count 
his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he 
would be heir of the world did not come through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 
there is no transgression. 
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 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not 
only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares 
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is      
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Holy Gospel: John 3:1-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, 
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”         
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother‟s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
„You must be born again.‟ 8The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 
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9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you   
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
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Children's Message 
 

591 This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now  
Sung to the tune from #524 "How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds" 

1 This is the Spirit‟s entry now: 
    The water and the Word, 
The cross of Jesus on your brow, 
    The seal both felt and heard. 

 
2 This miracle of life reborn 

    Comes from the Lord of breath; 
The perfect Man from life was torn; 
    Our life comes through Christ‟s death. 

 
3 Let water be the sacred sign 

    That we must die each day 
To rise again by His design 
    As foll‟wers of His way. 

 
4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 

    For Your baptismal pow‟r 
That washes us through all our days; 
    Lord, cleanse again this hour. 

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, 1933–2009 
Text: © Thomas E. Herbranson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

 

Sermon Text:  
John 3:3-8 and Romans 4:1-3, 13 

 

Please stand as you are able 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius       
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is    
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an   
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, the box across from the 
Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our 
online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verses: Romans 4:16-17 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to 
the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into    
existence the things that do not exist. 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Please be seated 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faith to fix our eyes on the Son of Man and to turn from the 
things of the flesh, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all pastors, that they would patiently teach the faith to all 
who question the way of salvation, in this and every            
generation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  



 

P …….let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 
grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. We 

celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants of 
faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who have 
been instructed in these tenants and are members of an LCMS 
Church are welcome. Those who are not may approach the rail 
with their arms crossed and receive a baptismal blessing from 
the Pastor. This is not to pass judgement on your faith in Christ. 
We celebrate this way to stand together with our fellow LCMS 
congregations. For more information regarding this please see 
the second page of your worship folder. 
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Preface                                                                       LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all 
creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your           
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not  
perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious      
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in 
true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with 
which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our               
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 
thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, 
by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may 
receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a 
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                     LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His       

command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                    LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive  
the body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
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Video Hymn BOB #33 Change My Heart, Oh God 
Chorus: 
Change my heart, oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart, oh God 
May I be like you (Repeat) 
  
Verse: 
You are the potter 
I am the clay 
Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 
  
Chorus: 
Change my heart, oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart, oh God 
May I be like you 
  
Repeat Verse 
Repeat Chorus 
 
 

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

20 



 

21 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God‟s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father‟s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 
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6 Since Christ has full atonement made 
    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 

 
9 Faith clings to Jesus‟ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav‟n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

The Dismissal                                                LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.      

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled        
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy   
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus                                                LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

24 



 

C Amen. 
718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner it has been shared with you, pour out His gifts 
upon those around you, to all who need to hear the Gospel 
from your lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so we 
serve in the world as His Church.  

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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