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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 
 The 9th Sunday after Pentecost: 
Proper 12,Sunday, July 26th, 2026 

Divine Service V 
 

 
 

 
      
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
  

P Please share the Peace of Christ that He won for you on the cross 
with your fellow worshipers. 
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574 Before the Throne of God Above  
Sung to the tune from LSB #563 "Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness" 

1 Before the throne of God above 
    I have a strong, a perfect plea: 
A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 
    Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

 
2 My name is graven on His hands, 

    My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heav’n He stands 
    No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

Text: Charitie L. de Chenez, 1841–1923 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation                                                         LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and     
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins                                          LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,       
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your        
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and    
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution                                                           LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 125 
P 1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

C which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

P 2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
 so the Lord surrounds his people, 

C from this time forth and forevermore. 
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P 3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 
on the land allotted to the righteous, 

C lest the righteous stretch out 
their hands to do wrong. 

P 4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 
and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

C 
5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 
the Lord will lead away with evildoers! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 
574 Before the Throne of God Above  
Sung to the tune from LSB # 563 "Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness" 

3 When Satan tempts me to despair, 
    And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look, and see Him there 
    Who made an end of all my sin. 

 
4 Because the sinless Savior died, 

    My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God, the just, is satisfied 
    To look on Him and pardon me. 

Text: Charitie L. de Chenez, 1841–1923 
Text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, 
hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we 
may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
 6“You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord 
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured      
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any 
other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, 
for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the 
Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your 
fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the Lord your God 
is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 
thousand generations.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:28-39 
 28We know that for those who love God all things work       
together for good, for those who are called according to his  
purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he     
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or         
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in 
a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 
 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, 
men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into        
containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of 
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, 
“Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
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Children's Message 
 

746 Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit  
Sung to the tune from LSB #684 "Come unto Me, Ye Weary" 

1 Through Jesus’ blood and merit 
    I am at peace with God. 
What, then, can daunt my spirit, 
    However dark my road? 
My courage shall not fail me, 
    For God is on my side; 
Though hell itself assail me, 
    Its rage I may deride. 

 
2 There’s nothing that can sever 

    From this great love of God; 
No want, no pain whatever, 
    No famine, peril, flood. 
Though thousand foes surround me, 
    For slaughter mark His sheep, 
They never shall confound me, 
    The vict’ry I shall reap. 

Text: Simon Dach, 1605–59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text: Romans 8:35-39 
 

746 Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit  
Sung to the tune from LSB #684 "Come unto Me, Ye Weary" 

3 For neither life’s temptation 
    Nor death’s most trying hour 
Nor angels of high station 
    Nor any other pow’r 
Nor things that now are present 
    Nor things that are to come 
Nor height, however pleasant, 
    Nor darkest depths of gloom 
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4 Nor any creature ever 

    Shall from the love of God 
This ransomed sinner sever; 
    For in my Savior’s blood 
This love has its foundation; 
    God hears my faithful prayer 
And long before creation 
    Named me His child and heir. 

Text: Simon Dach, 1605–59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father        
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an   
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, the box across from the 
Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our 
online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verse: Romans 8:28 
 28And we know that for those who love God all things work    
together for good, for those who are called according to his       
purpose. 
 

Offertory 786 Lord of All Good 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 

Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 
  
O Lord, preserve us from error and deliver us from temptation. 
Grant that we may abide in Christ and His word of truth,      
remaining steadfast and immovable until the end. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God, You send out pastors to preach and teach the whole 
counsel of Your Word. Grant that they may serve You       
faithfully, and that we may receive their words with joy and 
thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You have given us various vocational        
responsibilities in our lives. Grant us faithfulness in these    
callings, that we may see them as gifts through which we serve 
You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P …….Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
  

P These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of 
You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only 
Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. We 

celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who 
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an 
LCMS Church are welcome. Those who are not may approach 
the rail with their arms crossed and receive a baptismal      
blessing from the Pastor. This is not to pass judgement on your 
faith in Christ. We celebrate this way to stand together with our 
fellow LCMS congregations. For more information regarding 
this please see the second page of your worship folder. 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

Preface                                                                     LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of 
all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only
-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that 
we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ 
gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness.  



 

      By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out 
His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread 
and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                      LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His        

command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                     LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Sanctus                                                                      LSB 195 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Please be seated 
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Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive  
the body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
 

Worship Hymn "Jesus Messiah"  
Performed by Chris Tomlin 

Verse 1 
He became sin, who knew no sin 
That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing, love so amazing 
  
Chorus 
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
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Verse 2 
His body the bread, his blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing, love so amazing, yeah 
  
Chorus 
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
  
Bridge 
All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world 
  
Final Chorus 
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
You're the Lord of all 
The Lord of all 
  
Songwriters: Chris Tomlin / Daniel Carson / Ed Cash / Jesse Reeves 
Jesus Messiah lyrics © Capitol CMG Publishing, Music Services, Inc, Reservoir Media Management, Inc 
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656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: tr. composite 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Audio Hymn #645 "Built on the Rock"  
(Performed by Koine)  
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

724 If God Himself Be for Me  
Sung to the tune from LSB # 644 "The Church's One Foundation" 

1 If God Himself be for me, 
    I may a host defy; 
For when I pray, before me 
    My foes, confounded, fly. 
If Christ, my head and master, 
    Befriend me from above, 
What foe or what disaster 
    Can drive me from His love? 

 
2 I build on this foundation, 

    That Jesus and His blood 
Alone are my salvation, 
    My true, eternal good. 
Without Him all that pleases 
    Is valueless on earth; 
The gifts I have from Jesus 
    Alone have priceless worth. 

 
3 Christ Jesus is my splendor, 

    My sun, my light, alone; 
Were He not my defender 
    Before God’s judgment throne, 
I never should find favor 
    And mercy in His sight, 
But be destroyed forever 
    As darkness by the light. 

 
4 He canceled my offenses, 

    Delivered me from death; 
He is the Lord who cleanses 
    My soul from sin through faith. 
In Him I can be cheerful, 
    Courageous on my way; 
In Him I am not fearful 
    Of God’s great Judgment Day. 
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5 For no one can condemn me 
    Or set my hope aside; 
Now hell no more can claim me: 
    Its fury I deride. 
No sentence now reproves me, 
    No guilt destroys my peace; 
For Christ, my Savior, loves me 
    And shields me with His grace. 

 
6 Who clings with resolution 

    To Him whom Satan hates 
Must look for persecution; 
    For him the burden waits 
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses 
    Heaped on his blameless head; 
A thousand plagues and crosses 
    Will be his daily bread. 

 
7 From me this is not hidden, 

    Yet I am not afraid; 
I leave my cares, as bidden, 
    To whom my vows were paid. 
Though life from me be taken 
    And ev’rything I own, 
I trust in You unshaken 
    And cleave to You alone. 

 
8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 

    No pain or poverty, 
No earthly tyrant’s anger 
    Shall ever vanquish me. 
Though earth should break asunder, 
    My fortress You shall be; 
No fire or sword or thunder 
    Shall sever You from me. 
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9 No angel and no gladness, 
    No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
    No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheming, no contrivance, 
    No subtle thing or great 
Shall draw me from Your guidance 
    Nor from You separate. 

 
10 My heart with joy is springing; 

    I am no longer sad. 
My soul is filled with singing; 
    Your sunshine makes me glad. 
The sun that cheers my spirit 
    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 
The heav’n I shall inherit 
    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1, 3–5, 10): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (sts. 2, 6–9): tr. Richard Massie, 
1800–87, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal                                                    LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace 
in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus                                                       LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Video Hymn: #922 "Go, My Children, with My Blessing"  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been poured 
out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the same manner 
it has been shared with you, pour out His gifts upon those around 
you, to all who need to hear the Gospel from your lips and by the 
work of your hands. In doing so we serve in the world as His 
Church.  
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Sermon Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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We have a sign-up sheet for anyone who 
would be interested in training for      
performing CPR, First-Aid & training in 
use of the AED machine. Details will be 
determined after we have the number to 
plan with.  



 

30 



 

Back to School Donation List 
 
 #2 pencils 
 Blue or Black pens 
 Pack of loose-leaf lined paper 
 Elmer’s white glue 
 Elmer’s glue sticks 
 Large pink erasers 
 12” Rulers (wood or plastic—no images) 
 Plain notebooks (red, green, yellow, 

blue—no images) 
 Folders with two pockets (red, green,   

yellow, blue—no images) 
 3 Ring Binder (white or black—             

no images) 
You may still donate school     
supplies for the children to bless 
them in their studies for the 
school year. The donation cart is 
in the Narthex. 
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