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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 

 The Fourth Sunday of Easter: 
Good Shepard Sunday 

Sunday, April 26th, 2026 
Divine Service V 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
  

P Please share the Peace of Christ that He won for you on the cross 
with your fellow worshipers. 
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709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation                                                  LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins                                          LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,       
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your        
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and   
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution                                         LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



 

6 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 23 (ESV) 
P The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

C He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

P He leads me beside still waters. 

C He restores my soul. 

P He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

C Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

P your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

C You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies; 

P you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, 

C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

      Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened 
from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may 
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 

First Scripture Lesson: Acts 2:42-47 
 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and      
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe 
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple         
together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when 
you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued    
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For 
you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
  



 

9 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Holy Gospel: John 10:1-10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that 
man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The 
sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 
the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and  
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Please be seated 
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Children's Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:21-25 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father        
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an   
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, the box across from the 
Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our 
online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verses: Acts 2:44-45 
 44And all who believed were together and had all things in    
common. 45And they were selling their possessions and             
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Offertory Anthem: "I Am Jesus Little Lamb”  
Offered by The Hallelujah Ringers 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 
  
Loving Father, Your Son is the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
who faithfully gathers His flock to Himself in the sheepfold 
that is the Church. Grant us steadfast faith to hear His voice 
and follow Him, even through the valley of the shadow of 
death, that we may receive our portion that is life with Him 
now, and eternal life to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious God, bestow the gift of Christ’s wisdom and         
tenderness upon all pastors who are called to be the shepherd 
the souls of Your people. Teach believers everywhere to       
receive their pastors as a gift from You and empower your  
pastors to always point to Christ, the Good Shepherd. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, hear our prayers for all Christian homes. Preserve all 
married couples in love and faithfulness. Strengthen all parents 
for their task as teachers of the faith, Uphold the unmarried in 
lives that are honorable and unashamed of the vocations you 
have given them. May we abound in good deeds done in love 
toward one another, and thereby be living examples of the joys 
of a life of faith in You to those who do not know You as we 
know You and confess you to be: our Good Shepherd. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P …….Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
   

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to 
You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who 
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an 
LCMS Church are welcome.  
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      Those who are not may approach the rail with their arms 
crossed and receive a baptismal blessing from the Pastor. This 
is not to pass judgement on your faith in Christ. We celebrate 
this way to stand together with our fellow LCMS                  
congregations. For more information regarding this please see 
the second page of your worship folder. 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Preface                                                                      LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of 
all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your    
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious     
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in 
true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with 
which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our             
forgiveness.  

 



 

 
     By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out 
His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread 
and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                      LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His       

command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord                                     LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Sanctus                                                                       LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                      LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive  
the body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
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Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
 

Audio Recorded Anthem: 597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
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711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 
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Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal                                                    LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us      
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Close of the Service 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Benedicamus                                                     LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb  
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner it has been shared with you, pour out His gifts 
upon those around you, to all who need to hear the Gospel 
from your lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so we 
serve in the world as His Church.  

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
 

Please stay for our Congregational Meeting 
directly following this Service, and for   
Fellowship Hour After 
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Congregational Meeting 
April 26th, 2026 following  
worship service. We postponed 
it from March 29th because it 
was Palm Sunday. 
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