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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 

 The Fourth Sunday in Advent  
Sunday December 21st, 2025 

Divine Service III 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with  
your fellow worshipers. 

 

3 



 

4 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation                                                 LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins                                        LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever      
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You 
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution                                                         LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the          
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 24 
P 1The earth is the Lord‟s and the fullness thereof, 

 the world and those who dwell therein, 

C 
2for he has founded it upon the seas 
 and established it upon the rivers. 

P 3Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
 And who shall stand in his holy place? 

C 
4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
 and does not swear deceitfully. 

P 5He will receive blessing from the Lord 
 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

C 
6Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
 who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

P 7Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

C that the King of glory may come in. 

P 8Who is this King of glory? 

C The Lord, strong and mighty, 
 the Lord, mighty in battle! 

P 9Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

C that the King of glory may come in. 
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P 10Who is this King of glory? 

C The Lord of hosts, 
 he is the King of glory! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  sts. ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

        P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 
lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 7:1-17 
 1In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of 
Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah 
the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, 
but could not yet mount an attack against it. 2When the house of 
David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the heart of 
Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest 
shake before the wind. 
 3And the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and 
Shear-jashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper 
pool on the highway to the Washer‟s Field. 4And say to him, 
„Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be 
faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at 
the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. 
5Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has   
devised evil against you, saying, 6“Let us go up against Judah 
and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and set up the 
son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,” 7thus says the Lord 
God: 

“„It shall not stand, 
 and it shall not come to pass. 
8For the head of Syria is Damascus, 
 and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

 (Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken to pieces so 
that it will no longer be a people.) 

9“„And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
 and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 
If you are not firm in faith, 
 you will not be firm at all.‟” 

 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too   
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?  
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14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For 
before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 
17The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and 
upon your father‟s house such days as have not come since 
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of 
Assyria.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 1:1-7 
 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised        
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David     
according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his  
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name 
among all the nations, 6including you who are called to  
belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called 
to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first    
chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and        
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of    
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 
he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 

Children's Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Children-with their parent's permission,  
may depart for Children's Church 
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354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 

Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon Text: Isaiah 7:14-17 
 

 



 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an    
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, mail their Offering     
Envelope in, or use our online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verse: Psalm 24:1 
1The earth is the Lord‟s and the fullness thereof, 
 the world and those who dwell therein, 

 
 

Offertory: "Advent Celebration"  
Offered by The Hallelujah Ringers 
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Prayer of the Church 
P O God, You have kept Your Word and delivered to us Your 

own Son by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. Guide us so 
that we may rejoice in the Word made flesh and in the re-
demption He has won by His holy life, life-giving death and               
resurrection. Bless all pastors, that they may faithfully preach 
and teach this Gospel. Open the hearts of young men to hear 
and heed Your call to the ministry. Bless all church workers in 
their various vocations, that they may serve us well in Your 
name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy Lord, You promised the virgin-born Son to reluctant 
King Ahaz, and in the fullness of time the Word became flesh. 
Open our hearts and strengthen our faith gladly to receive 
Your Son in the signs where He is present: not in signs of our 
own choosing, but in the Holy Word and Sacraments. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You raised up Joseph, a man honorable and 
just, to be the guardian and earthly father to Your Son. Give 
all earthly fathers wisdom, patience, the desire to honorably 
fulfill their calling and, above all, faith and loyalty to Your 
Word, that knowing Your true Guardianship, they may head 
their households with godly forbearance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P …….Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Dayspring from on high 
and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the 
flesh and by His blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the 
Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in the darkness 
of unbelief with the light of saving faith, and enlighten those 
who dwell in the shadow of death with the certain hope of the 
resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall with 
thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess 
Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last 
Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Announcement Concerning Celebration of 
the Lord's Supper 

P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who 
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an 
LCMS Church are welcome. Those who are not may          
approach the rail with their arms crossed and receive a      
baptismal blessing from the Pastor. This is not to pass    
judgement on your faith in Christ. We celebrate this way to 
stand together with our fellow LCMS congregations. For 
more information regarding this please see the second page of 
your worship folder. 
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Preface                                                                     LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty     
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they 
might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                      LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord                                   LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini                                                            LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei                                                                     LSB 198 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive  
the body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column                                                     LSB 199 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 

Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal                                                LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.      

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 



 

 

Thanksgiving                                                   LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have          
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one     
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation                                                           LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus                                                   LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                                   LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 



 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   sts. ref, 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 



 

Sermon Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner it has been shared with you, pour out His gifts 
upon those around you, to all who need to hear the Gospel 
from your lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so we 
serve in the world as His Church.  

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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