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Lommunion Statement
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service

We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the Real
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion”
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all
participants should be in communion; sharing the same confession of
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as fellow family
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the beginning
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a
blessing with their arms folded in front of their chest, or remain
seated.

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service. Thank you for
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.

** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is
gluten free wafers.



Lamb of God Lutheran Church

Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in
Friendship/ Fellowship/and Faith.
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The First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday December 28th, 2025
Divine Service IV

Welcome and Announcements

Salutation
[P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

Please share the Peace of Christ with a
wave of your hand from where you sit.



902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now sts. 1-2
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light di - vine, And let Your truth with - in  us shine.
light our minds; And set us free from doubt that blinds.
Text: Lutherisch Hand-Biichlein, 1648, Altenburg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim
Text and tune: Public domain
Please stand as you are able
Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by
all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 203

P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You
are feared.



P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you, and has raised Him to everlasting life. For His sake He
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Responsive Reading Psalm 111

P) 'Praise the LORD!
[ will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

2Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.



[P) °Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.

“He has caused his wondrous works to be
remembered;
the LoRbD is gracious and merciful.

([P) °He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.

®He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.

[P) "The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;

8they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and
uprightness.

=

’He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.

®

Holy and awesome is his name!

=

"The fear of the LoRD is the beginning of wisdom;

®

all those who practice it have a good
understanding.
His praise endures forever!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.



Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer - cy;
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Christ, have mer-cy;
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Lord, have mer - cy.

902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now sts. 3—4
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that blest place @ We then shall see You face to face.
Trin - 1 - ty, Be praise through-out e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Lutherisch Hand-Biichlein, 1648, Altenburg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created
us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive
in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Please be seated

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LorD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LorD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
*For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
’In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
'"But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
"Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea
with the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,
2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?
Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.
"Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LOrRD gave them rest.
So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.



(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Galatians 4:4-7

*When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, >to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. *And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia LSB 205
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Verse LSB 205
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” "*And he rose and took the
child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt |
called my son.”

'Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by
the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he
had ascertained from the wise men. ''Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18« A voice was heard in Ramabh,

weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.”

YBut when Herod died, behold, an an%el of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, “’saying, “Rise,
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel,
for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” *'And he
rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land
of Israel.



*’But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what
was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be
called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I~ everlasting. Amen.
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Please be seated

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

A u ‘ . Refrain
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work II, 1873-1925, alt.
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Isaiah 63:7-14 "In These Days;
Proclaim the Living Savior”
Pastor David Hensler

Offering and Prayers



Offering Statement

P} We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If
you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give
an offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for
worship this day. Those who would like to give an offering
may drop it off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, the box
across from the Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope
in, or use our online giving portal from our website.

Offering Verses: Psalm 111:4-5

*He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered:;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.

He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.

Please stand as you are able
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Offertory: 806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Give thanks, give  thanks.

Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526



Please be seated

Prayer of the Church

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.

Lord, we are the people of Your promise, to whom You have
revealed Your Son as Savior and Redeemer. Bless Your Church,
that we may enjoy the gift of good and faithful ministers.
Prosper Your Word and bring to fruition its proclamation in
every place and time. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) O God, You give us the gift of each other. Renew our
fellowship as the Body of Christ. Grant all things beneficial for
husbands and wives, the single, those who desire marriage, and
the lonely who yearn to know the comfort of friends and family.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P ....... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of Your promise and the
children whom You have redeemed through the salvation
accomplished through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

Celebration of Closed Communion

P) Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper.
We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an
LCMS Church are welcome. Those who are not may approach
the rail with their arms crossed and receive a baptismal
blessing from the Pastor. This is not to pass judgement on
your faith in Christ. We celebrate this way to stand together
with our fellow LCMS congregations. For more information

regarding this please see the second page of your worship
folder.

Please stand as you are able

Preface LSB 208

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,



almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You
so freely bestow on us and all creation.

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that
we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 210
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Please be seated

Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the

body and blood of Christ first and then

Text: Stephen P. Starke

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Right Column

The true body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

The true blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.:

Table Dismissal

(P) Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your
sins have been forgiven.

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
Sung to the tune from LSB #405 "To Jordan River Came Our Lord"
1 The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

2 This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4  But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.



7  With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526

829 Christ the Eternal Lord

oW
T — i —— p—— . ] ——
I’S‘u — e e AS I e s ™ i =
1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we -claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - ‘ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
5 Christ the as-cend - ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va-tion won For ev-’ry child of -ecarth;
Our Morn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whose praise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whomyet un-seen we love;
[ 4 . .
'ﬁ‘""ﬁ | — ! | ———= e ——— ! ———
53 — o 'I I I*’ :' I i' - ———
With thank-ful - ness and praise @ We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,
In - spire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is  past Your voice from heav-en’s throne
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In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.

Shall call Your chil-drenhomeat last To know as we are known.
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: Public domain
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837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref—6

A Refrain
FA—] N — —— ———— —
I’\:)D & | o4 C P R — Ial. —

Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
A e —— = 1|
o= e = =SS == i

all the world a - dore His sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 Al new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
40 Lord, once Ilift - ed on the glo-rious tree,

A ) Refrain
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.

As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.

5 Letev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526

The Dismissal
P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *1+
in peace.
Amen.



Please stand as you are able

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
Amen.
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722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, [ need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
Hu . .
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
[ 4 . . .
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor I 2o a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
Hu .
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: Public domain

Sharing of the Peace
[P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you

(P) The love and the Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has

been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day.
In the same manner as He has shared these with you, pour
out these gifts upon those around you who need to hear the
Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. In
doing so we serve in the world as His Church.



Closing Peace
P} Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Sermon Notes




Monday Women's Bible Study

Starting November 24th, we will commence a
study of the book of Matthew. As we read the
Gospel of Matthew, we will rejoice in the very
full accounting Matthew gives of Jesus'
parables, sayings, and teachings. We will take
special note of the promise that Christ is
coming again to reign eternally. As we face
struggles in this life, we can dwell on the

sure and certain hope in our Savior.

Again, we meet from s i e )
1:00pm to 2:30pm. MATTHEW

His Kingdom Forever

Come and join us when
you can.

Pastor Hensler

* Pa mb]e * Discipleship e Judgment Day
¢ Heaven Is... * His Promises to Me * The King 2



LifeLight Bible Study:
The Gospel of John
Wednesday’s at 10 AM On hiatus until 1/7/26

Please join us Wednesday’s at 10 AM as we continue our LifeLight
Bible Study on The Gospel of John.

We will begin with a short time of worship
followed by a study guided by the LifeLight
Study guide, which will be made available in
the Fellowship Hall.

I hope you can join us! Please bring a friend!

Pastor Mark Pretznow

Wednesday 7PM Bible Study:
“Faith on the Edge-The Unexplained”

On hiatus until 1/7/26

There are more things that go on in our world
than meets the eye, or that science can explain. In the past, these things
were explained away as figments of people’s imagination or subjects of
science fiction or supernatural fantasy. Yet many people would contend they
are real occurrences and experiences. In this study we will take a look at
some of these things, looking at how science has tried to explain them, how
culture explains them, and then what God’s Word has to say on the subject.
We keep in mind that not all things that exist in this world are explained to
our liking, some things God lets them remain a mystery, some things must
be held by faith this side of eternity. We will look at Miracles, Mystical
Experiences, Near Death Experiences, Dreams, Demons, and Angels.

FAITH ON THE EDGE SERIES

Please join us or use the Zoom link to join us from home. We would love to
study God’s Word with you. And bring a friend too.
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