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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 

 The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 

Divine Service V 
 

 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
  

P Please share the Peace of Christ that He won for you on the cross 
with your fellow worshipers. 
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465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                  sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation                                                  LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins                                          LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,       
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your        
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and    
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution                                                       LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading Psalm 146 
P 1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

C 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my  
being. 

P 3 Put not your trust in princes, 
 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 

C 
4 When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
 on that very day his plans perish. 

P 5 Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

C 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them, 

P who keeps faith forever; 
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C 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed, 

P who gives food to the hungry. 

C The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

P 8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

C The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

P the Lord loves the righteous. 

C 
9 The Lord watches over the sojourners; 

P he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

C but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

P 10 The Lord will reign forever, 

C your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the 
Lord! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be     
forever. Amen. 
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465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one 
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded 
and desire what You promise, that among the many changes 
of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are 
found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

First Scripture Lesson:  
Acts 6:1-12, 7:1-2a, 51-60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in 
number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the         
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the  
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number 
of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But 
we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and       
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 
 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great    
wonders and signs among the people.  
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9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the    
wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then they 
secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12And they 
stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they 
came upon him and seized him and brought him before the 
council, 
 1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And       
Stephen said: 
 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. 
 51“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do 
you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? 
And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming 
of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and    
murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels 
and did not keep it.” 
 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and 
they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out 
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 
you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 
 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy      
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not   
believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were       
destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the           
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his     
marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God‟s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Holy Gospel: John 14:1-14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2In my Father‟s house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If 
you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough 
for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, „Show us the Father‟? 10Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the      
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of 
the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do 
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do,      
because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, 
this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you 
ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video Hymn of the Day:  
526 You Are the Way: through You Alone 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Doane, 1799–1859, alt. 

Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text: John 14:1-7 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 



 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is      
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an     
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, the box across from the 
Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our 
online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verses: Psalm 146:1-2 
1Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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785 We Praise You, O God  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 

Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all God‟s adopted children in Christ, that they would long 
for the pure spiritual milk of the Word, to read and meditate on 
it at home, in Bible Study, and in Worship, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the ministers of the Word serving as parish pastors, that 
they may be devoted to their task and to prayer; and for many 
servants in God‟s Church, that neither the preaching nor the 
care of His people may fall into neglect, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P …….let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
   

P To Him we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. We 

celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who have 
been instructed in these tenants and are members of an LCMS 
Church are welcome. Those who are not may approach the rail 
with their arms crossed and receive a baptismal blessing from 
the Pastor. This is not to pass judgement on your faith in Christ. 
We celebrate this way to stand together with our fellow LCMS 
congregations. For more information regarding this please see 
the second page of your worship folder. 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Preface                                                                     LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of 
all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your    
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious    
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in 
true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with 
which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our            
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 
thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us 
when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from 
Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that 
we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 
blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation.       
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                      LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His       

command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                     LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Sanctus                                                                     LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei                                                                     LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive  
the body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
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540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 
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5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 
    To the Father‟s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 
    Christ, the life that cannot die. 
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav‟nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church‟s glorious head: 
Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 11000252 
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563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789–1860 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal                                               LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.    

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

26 



 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have         
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one   
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus                                                 LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                       LSB 218 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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Closing Video Worship Song "10,000 Reasons"  
Performed by Matthew Redman 

Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 
  
Verse One 
The sun comes up 
It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 
  

Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 
  
Verse Two 
You're rich in love and you're slow to anger 
Your name is great and your heart is kind 
For all your goodness I will keep on singing 
10, 000 reasons for my heart to find 
  



 

Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 
  
Verse Three 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
10, 000 years and then forever more 
  
Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 
Repeat 
 
O I'll worship your holy name 
I will worship your holy name 
  
Songwriters: Jonas Myrin / Matthew James Redman 
 

Please stand as you are able 



 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner it has been shared with you, pour out His gifts 
upon those around you, to all who need to hear the Gospel 
from your lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so 
we serve in the world as His Church.  

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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