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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
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 The Ascension of Our Lord 
(Celebrated) 

Sunday, May 17th, 2026 
Divine Service IV 

 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

C He is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow worshipers 
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491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation                                                  LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.     
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake 
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins                                          LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution                                                           LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and has raised Him from death to everlasting life. For His sa-
ke He forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading Psalm 47 
P 1 Clap your hands, all peoples! 

 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

C 
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 

P 3 He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 

C 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

P 5 God has gone up with a shout, 
 the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

C 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

P 7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 

C 
8 God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Please be seated 
 

Video Hymn: Best of the Best #90 Holy and Anointed One
 Performed by Brian Doerksen 
 

Chorus 
Jesus, Jesus 
Holy and anointed one 
Jesus 
Jesus, Jesus 
Risen and exalted one 
Jesus 
 
Verse 
Your name is like honey on my lips 
Your Spirit like water to my soul 
Your Word is a lamp unto my feet 
Jesus I love You 
I love You 
  
Repeat Chorus and Verse 
  
Author/Composer: John Barnett 
Release/Copyright: © 1980 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 
  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

C He is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in 
heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

First Lesson: Acts 1:1-11 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that    
Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken 
up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself 
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them   
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 
 
 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to 
them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  
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This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease 
to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and       
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And 
he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

C He is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
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Alleluia and Verse 
 
Alleluia                                                                  LSB 205 

 
 
Verse                                                                  LSB 205 

 

 
 
Alleluia                                                                  LSB 205 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:36-53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood 
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he 
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 
Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet.  
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41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he 
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and     
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all         
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius        
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is     
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
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494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph  
Sung to the tune from LSB #803 "Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee" 
 

1 See, the Lord ascends in triumph; 
    Conqu’ring King in royal state, 
Riding on the clouds, His chariot, 
    To His heav’nly palace gate. 
Hark! The choirs of angel voices 
    Joyful alleluias sing, 
And the portals high are lifted 
    To receive their heav’nly King. 

 
2 Who is this that comes in glory 

    With the trump of jubilee? 
Lord of battles, God of armies, 
    He has gained the victory. 
He who on the cross did suffer, 
    He who from the grave arose, 
He has vanquished sin and Satan; 
    He by death has crushed His foes. 

 
3 While He lifts His hands in blessing, 

    He is parted from His friends; 
While their eager eyes behold Him, 
    He upon the clouds ascends. 
He who walked with God and pleased Him, 
    Preaching truth and doom to come, 
He, our Enoch, is translated 
    To His everlasting home. 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text: Ephesians 1:20-23 
 



 

494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph  
Sung to the tune from LSB #803 "Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee" 
 

4 Now our heav’nly Aaron enters 
    With His blood within the veil; 
Joshua now is come to Canaan, 
    And the kings before Him quail. 
Now He plants the tribes of Israel 
    In their promised resting place; 
Now our great Elijah offers 
    Double portion of His grace. 

 
5 He has raised our human nature 

    On the clouds to God’s right hand; 
There we sit in heav’nly places, 
    There with Him in glory stand. 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
    Man with God is on the throne. 
By our mighty Lord’s ascension 
    We by faith behold our own. 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an     
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, mail their Offering     
Envelope in, or use our online giving portal from our website.   
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Offering Verses: Ephesians 1:18–19 
 18 (May) the eyes of your hearts (be) enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the   
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,       
according to the working of his great might 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

786 Lord of All Good 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 

Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the confidence and hope of all the faithful, that our Risen 
and Ascended Lord, who reigns over all things would subdue 
all spiritual enemies under our feet, giving us a share in the   
victory Christ has won for us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the comfort and peace we are given in the sure and certain 
hope that Jesus Christ is reigning and ruling over all earthly   
authorities, through whom His will is always accomplished so 
that all that must happen before His return is fulfilled, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P …….let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
   

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the            
sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our  
salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the 
dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where 
He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us         
together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and        
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and     
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and       
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who 
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an 
LCMS Church are welcome. Those who are not may approach 
the rail with their arms crossed and receive a baptismal    
blessing from the Pastor. This is not to pass judgement on your 
faith in Christ. We celebrate this way to stand together with 
our fellow LCMS congregations. For more information        
regarding this please see the second page of your worship 
folder. 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

C He is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Preface                                                                     LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 18 



 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,       
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die      
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and      
saying: 

 
 

Sanctus                                                                       LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                     LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him  
receive the body and blood of Christ first and  

then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Right Column 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
 
 

Audio Hymn #941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You  
Sung by Rianne Utecht 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934, alt. 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
 
 

 



 

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 

Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
 
5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
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7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

525 Crown Him with Many Crowns  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

C He is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us     
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus                                                   LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and the Peace of  Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner as He has shared with you, pour out these gifts 
upon those around you who need to hear the Gospel from your 
lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so we serve in the 
world as His Church.  

 



 

Sermon Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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