Lamb Of God
Lutheran
Church

The First Sunday after
Christmas Sunday,
December 29th, 2024
Divine Service IV




Lommunion Statement
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service

We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the Real
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion”
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all
participants should be in communion; sharing the same confession of
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as fellow family
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the beginning
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a
blessing with their arms folded in front of their chest, or remain
seated.

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service. Thank you for
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.

** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is
gluten free wafers.
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Welcome and Announcements

Salutation

(P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

Please share the Peace of Christ with a
wave of your hand from where you sit.
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387 Joy to the World
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Jjoy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all
in remembrance of their Baptism.



Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore
You are feared.

P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us
our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.



Absolution LSB 203

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you, and has raised Him to everlasting life. For His sake
He forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I«
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Service of the Word

Responsive Reading of Psalm 111

@) 'Praise the Lorp!
I will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart,

in the company of the upright, in the
congregation.

P) 2 Great are the works of the LORD,

studied by all who delight in them.

[P) ° Full of splendor and majesty is his work,

and his righteousness endures forever.

P) *He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the LoRbD is gracious and merciful.

P) °He provides food for those who fear him;

he remembers his covenant forever.

[P) °He has shown his people the power of his works,
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in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
" The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are trustworthy;

% they are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and
uprightness.

? He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is his name!

!9 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.

His praise endures forever!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created
us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated

Old Testament Lesson:
Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

'The Lorp said to Moses, *“Consecrate to me all the
firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the
people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”

’Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in
which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
for by a strong hand the LorD brought you out from this place.

"“When the Lorp brings you into the land of the
Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give
it to you, '“you shall set apart to the Lorp all that first opens
the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males
shall be the Lorp’s. “Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall
break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you
shall redeem. '*And when in time to come your son asks you,
‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong
hand the LorDp brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery. ’For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go,



the LorD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the
firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore 1
sacrifice to the LorD all the males that first open the womb,
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17

12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, com-
passion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing
with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. '*And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. >And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body. And be thankful. '°Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and admonishing one  another in all wis-
dom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. '’And whatever you
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

COLOSSIANS 3:13
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(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia LSB 205
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Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

al - le-lu - ia.

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second

chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



**When the time came for their purification according to
the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) **and to offer a
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord,
“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
>Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. °And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. *’And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, **he took him up in
his arms and blessed God and said,

»<Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace,

according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation

3lthat you have prepared in the presence of all
g)zeoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

3And his father and his mother marveled at what was
said about him. **And Simeon blessed them and said to
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed *’(and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

°And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years,
having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, °'and then as a widow until she was
eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. **And
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coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God
and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem.

YAnd when they had performed everything according to
the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth.

*And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of

the body,

and the life *I- ev-
erlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Children's Message
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His re -deem - ed Shall break forth with one ac - cord.
al - le - lu - 1a! Lo, the in - car - nate God Most High!
in Your glo - ry To Your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.

Text: Henry J. Pye, c. 1825-1903, alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Text: Luke 2:29-35
Anthem: "Mary Did You Know" WinGS

Offering and Prayers

Offering Statement

[P} We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God.
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like to
give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in
the Narthex, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our
online giving portal from our website.

Offering Verses: Colossians 3:16-17

'Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts
to God. ""And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Offertory Anthem:
"We Three Kings" Hallelujah Ringers



Prayer of the Church

(P)

P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the assurance of faith, that when we take in our
hands the bread and the wine of Holy Communion, we
take the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, given
and shed for our forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

....... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your
mercy, trusting that You will grant us all things needful
and prevent all things harmful to our faith, for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Please stand as you are able

Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eterni-
ty, all who believe in Him will  overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:
Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke



Lord’s Prayer
(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are
bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

17
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“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink

it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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And grant us peace, (0]

Lord, we  pray.
Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated



Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive
the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute
them to those who come to receive, saying:

Right Column

The true body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

The true blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

Table Dismissal

[P} Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of
your sins have been forgiven.

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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1 Draw near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who His saints  in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal Yyields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Gives liv - ing wa - ters to  the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

981 To Your Temple, Lord, | Come
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bet - ter place, Here I see my Sav - ior’s face.
give me grace In Your courts Your love to trace.
soul may bless Christ the Lord, my righ - teous - ness.

Spir - it pleads; Hear, for Je - sus in - ter - cedes.

5 While I listen to Your Law,
Fill my soul with humble awe
Till Your Gospel bring to me
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The Dismissal

P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.

Depart "I+ in peace.

Amen.
Please stand as you are able
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

[P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall s,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem -ing grace. (0] re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a-bound. Ev - er faith- ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er,
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(0] re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Sharing of the Peace
P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you

(P) The love and the Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior,
has been poured out upon you richly and abundantly
this day. In the same manner as He has shared these
with you, pour out these gifts upon those around you
who need to hear the Gospel from your lips and by
the work of your hands. In doing so we serve in the
world as His Church.



Closing Peace
P) Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God

Please stay for our Congregational Meeting
that follows the conclusion of this Worship Service
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Congregational Meeting: Today, Sunday,
December 29th, 2024 following worship.
Lamb of God will hold our final Congregational
Meeting for 2024 on Sunday, December 29th,
2024, following the worship service. Among
other things we will be voting to elect a new
Education Committee Director to the Church
Council. Emily Smith and Isaac Terry have
expressed interest in running for this position as a
dual partnership. Any other members who would
also be interested in running for this position are
encouraged to submit their names to Council
President Tom Hansen or call the Church Office.

Congregational




Sermon Notes
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