
 

 
Lamb Of God 

Lutheran 
Church 

 The 4th Sunday in Advent 
Sunday,  

                               December 22nd, 2024 
                              Divine 

Ser-



 

2 

Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507                                        
248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
The 4th Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 22nd, 2024 
Divine Service III 

 
  

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow worshippers 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel              sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all  
in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the   

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation                                            LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins                                   LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your        
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     



 

6 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution                                                      LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
P My soul magnifies the Lord, 

C and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

P My mouth derides my enemies, 

C because I rejoice in your salvation. 

P There is none holy like the Lord; 

C there is none besides you; there is no rock like 
our God. 

P The barren has borne seven, 

C but she who has many children is forlorn. 

P The Lord kills and brings to life; 
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C he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

P The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

C he brings low and he exalts. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P My soul magnifies the Lord, 

C and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                sts. ref, 3–4 
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 
lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
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4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength 
of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 10:1-10 
 1For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to 
come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by 
the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, 
make perfect those who draw near. 2Otherwise, would they not 
have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once 
been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of 
sin? 3But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin every 
year. 4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins. 
 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, „Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.‟” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 
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offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then 
he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abol-
ishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by 
that will we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Alleluia                                                           LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chap-

ter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the 
hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
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among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
     Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the  
     living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spir- it, 
     the holy Christian 
Church, 
     the communion of 
saints, 
     the forgiveness of 
sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
 

 
 
 
 

Children-with their parent's permission,  
may depart for Children's Church 

 

814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 

 
 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff‟rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th‟oppressed. 

 
6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 
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But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon: Luke 1:39-45  
"Blessed to be a Blessing"  
Pastor David Hensler 

 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like to 
give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in 
the Narthex, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our 
online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verse: Hebrews 10:10   
10And by that will we have been sanctified through the    
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
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Offertory Anthem:  
"Daughter of Zion" WinGS 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, that 
our ever-faithful and all-powerful God would give us 
grateful hearts that rejoice in His Son and His coming 
in the flesh to save us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P …….let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the   
nations and their desire. He who formed us of clay took 
on our human nature that He might save us. He came to 
His own and was rejected by them, yet You established 
Him as the true cornerstone, tested and precious, that 
whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. 
Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in 
the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain 
watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; for 
You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface                                                            LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,       
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus                                                            LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 

to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord                            LSB 

197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was           
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in     remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini                                                 LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                         LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive  

the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute  
them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Right Column                                        LSB 199 
The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 

18 



 

Amen. 
 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 

your sins have been forgiven. 
 

530 No Temple Now, No Gift of Price  
Sung to the tune from #698 "May We Thy Precepts, Lord,  
Fulfill" 

1 No temple now, no gift of price, 
No priestly round of sacrifice, 
    Retain their ancient pow‟rs. 
As shadows fade before the sun 
The day of sacrifice is done, 
    The day of grace is ours. 

 

2 The dying Lord our ransom paid, 
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One final full self-off‟ring made, 
    Complete in ev‟ry part. 
His finished sacrifice for sins 
The covenant of grace begins, 
    The law within the heart. 

 
3 In faith and confidence draw near, 

Within the holiest appear, 
    With all who praise and pray; 
Who share one family, one feast, 
One great imperishable Priest, 
    One new and living way. 

 
4 For Christ is ours! With purpose true 

The pilgrim path of faith pursue, 
    The road that Jesus trod; 
Until by His prevailing grace 
We stand at last before His face, 
    Our Savior and our God. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
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643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 

Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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Thanksgiving                                                LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have        
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Salutation                                        LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus                                                LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                                LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          sts. ref, 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 



 

 

Sermon Notes 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
______ 
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P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has 
been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. 
In the same manner it has been shared with you, pour out 
His gifts upon those around you, to all who need to hear 
the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. 
In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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Midweek Advent Sermon Series: 
Dominus-The Advent of our Lord from a  

Different Perspective 
Please join us for our Midweek Advent Workship Services on 

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. During these services instead of  
focusing on the Old Testament promises of a Savior, or the 
birth narrative from Luke‟s Gospel, we are going to take a  

different perspective inspired by the Gospel of Mark. While 
Mark doesn‟t have a birth narrative for Jesus like the Gospels 

of Matthew and Luke, it does speak to us about “advents”. 
“Advent” means “arrival”. And in the Gospel of Mark, we see 

the “advent arrival” of some very important work this child 
born on Christmas Day came to do for you and me. 

 
 
This Series will conclude on: 
December 24th - The Child Who Gained Authority Over 
Death 
 

Please join us as we celebrate the Advent of our Lord and  
savior Jesus Christ and in doing so remain prepared for  

His 2nd Coming on the Last Day. 
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Advent and Christmas Worship 
 

The Church Season of Advent is upon us!  
Advent officially begins Sunday December 1st. Here is 

the schedule of special services to help us prepare for and 
celebrate Christ‟s first coming as a child on  

Christmas Day, as well as focus on His promised  
return on the Last Day. 

  
 Christmas Eve Worship: 3:00 PM and 10:00 PM 
 No Christmas Day Service 
 
 



 

 

 


