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Midweek Advent Sermon Series:
Every Heart Prepare.
Wednesdays beginning 12/03/25

We decorate in preparation for Christmas. In November
and December, people spend hours putting up lights in
their living space and ornaments on their evergreens.
Poinsettias are placed on the mantel, presents are put
under the tree, and we “deck the halls with boughs of
holly.” These Christmas decorations bring enjoyment and
anticipation to the holiday. Advent is the church’s season
of preparation for Christmas, for the coming of the Lord.
This Advent season, as part of our preparation, we will
reflect upon three common Christmas decorations and
how they help us see Christ and prepare for His coming.

e Evergreens on 12/03/25
e Christmas Lights 12/10/25
e The Creche (The Manger Scene) 12/17/25

Advent Dinner:5-6:30 PM
Worship 7:00 PM

Please join us as we turn to Scripture to focus our
preparation on the real ‘Reason for the Season’, Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior



Lamb of God Lutheran Church
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in
Friendship/ Fellowship/and Faith.
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Midweek Advent Service #3
Wednesday, December 17th, 2025
Vespers Service
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Welcome and Announcements

As We Gather:
The Creche (The Manger Scene)

“Prepare!” is often the watchword of the season as the world gets
ready for another celebration of Christmas. An integral part of any
preparation is decoration. We see decorations everywhere this time of
year. The world may not comprehend the real meaning of Christmas,
but even secular preparations use many of the same decorations
beloved by Christians—an appropriation we shouldn’t mind at all,
because these decorations point us to Christ. This year, as we look
forward again to the coming of the Messiah, we take a fresh look at
how the adornments of the season draw our eyes to Jesus, that we may
more richly behold the love, peace, joy, and hope He comes to bring
as this beauty is set before us.
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So far, we have looked at the custom of setting up and
decorating Evergreen Trees. Because these trees remain green
when all other plants lose their leaves and turn brown they
remind us of the "evergreen" life we have with Christ,
spiritually now, and in body, soul, and spirit to come.

Then we looked at the custom of adorning our trees, our
houses, and our yards with Christmas lights. These remind us
of how the baby born on Christmas morn came to be the light
of the world, and how at His 2nd coming will He return
illuminated by all the glory that belongs to Him as God the
Son.

Tonight, we focus on the creche—those miniature models of
the nativity scene that abound each December. Unlike lights
and evergreens, the symbols that aided our meditation these
last two weeks, the créche is distinctly Christian. In it, we
behold Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the Magi, the angels, the
stable animals, and, at the center, baby Jesus. Some places
introduce the characters in chronological order; others put
them all out at once. Either way, the créche represents a
crucial, historical event: God taking on human form and
human nature so that He could take our place and redeem us
from all sin. Let us behold it with fresh eyes this evening.

Opening Sharing of the Peace
[P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
and also with you.

P) As you share the Peace of Christ with your fellow
worshipers, also discuss with them the question of the

day.

Opening of Worship
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
H
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain
Please stand as you are able
Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Sentences Psalm 51:15; 70:1

P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

Psalmody



Responsive Reading Psalm 89:1-8
(P} O LorDp God of hosts,
who is mighty as You are, O LORD,
with Your faithfulness all around You?

P} I will sing of the steadfast love of the LorD, forever;

with my mouth | will make known Your
faithfulness to all generations.

P) For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever;

in the heavens You will establish Your
faithfulness.”

P] You have said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen
one;
| have sworn to David My servant:

P) ‘I will establish your offspring forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’”

(P) Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD,

Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy
ones!

P} For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?
Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD,

P) a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones,
and awesome above all who are around Him?



Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) O Lorp God of hosts,
who is mighty as You are, O LORD,
with Your faithfulness all around You?

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding st. 3

3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
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par - don down from heav'n. Let us haste, with
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tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P} The Lord be with you
And also with you

P) Let us pray,
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and
to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



Service of the Word
Epistle Lesson: 1 John 1:1-4

'That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
’the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to
it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us— °that which we have
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. *And we are writing the-
se things so that our joy may be complete.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first
chapter

Glory to You, O Lord

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came to%ether she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. "And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
2But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. *'She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:



>Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us).

**When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, ?’but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

Responsory for Advent LSB 230
[P) Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

(P} In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Please be seated
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra- cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

O | p— — -

o) o \ o \
Dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all-suf-fi-cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven

Sermon Text: 1 John 1:1-2
"The Creche"



Video Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Performed by Jimmy Clifton
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!

2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove

3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(0] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain
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Offering

Offering Statement

(P)] We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God.
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have joined
us for worship this day. Those who would like to give an
offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in the
Narthex, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our
online giving portal from our website.

Offering Verse: 1 John 1:3

Sthat which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to
you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ.

Please stand as you are able

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

A Lamb of God Favorite
) 4
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A Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; Praise Him, all
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crea-tures here be - low; Praise Him a-bove, ye heav’n - ly
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host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

You may be seated



Prayers of the Church
Pastor collects the prayers from the Congregation

Antiphon LSB 231

P] Let my prayer rise before You as incense,

and the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.

Kyrie LSB 233

P} Lord, have mercy;

Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Collects

P} O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

(P) For eyes to behold the Father’s hand in all creation, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For awareness of beauty and the living traditions of the
church that bring Christ to our eyes through arts and crafts,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P ... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy
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P] O Most High, our rock and our salvation, You have never
abandoned us but have always come to the aid of Your
people. Grant that the eyes of our hearts would see You just
as Your people of old saw Your Son when He came to this
world, walked and taught among us, and gave His life for us.
Give us such faith that we may trust all that our fathers and
mothers of old saw, touched, and heard—just as it has been
revealed to us through Your Word. For Your Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, and comes
to us even now by Your Spirit’s power; through Jesus Christ,
the Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.

Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and
Thanksgiving

P) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



Please stand as you are able

Lord’s Prayer

(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 234
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

15
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Benediction

LSB
234
[P] The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding sts. 4-5
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with His mer - cy And
liv - ing Spir - it While

with words of love draw near.
e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Closing Peace

P) Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God

Acknowledgments
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Sermon Notes

Order vour Poinsettia’s
Soon!

We would love to give our
Chancel beautiful
Poinsettia’s to decorate it
and make it cheerful!
There is a sign-up sheet in
the fellowship hall
bulletin board. You can
decide to have them to take
home or leave them here.
Let’s make it cheerful and
beautiful!
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Christmas Eve Schedu B

Wednesday December 24, 2025
3:00 PM

Divine Worship Service

with Communion

Sermon: Luke 2:1-10
“Wrapped Presents”

10:00 PM
Divine Worship Service
Choral Cantata with

Candle Lighting




Christmas Help for LOG Families in Need.

God bless you and thank you all for your generous donations of gifts and
toys for Franklin Avenue Mission Christmas.

It has come to my attention that we have a few Lamb of God families who
are struggling to make ends meet and buy gifts for their children this
Christmas. It would be wonderful if you have within your means to help out
our brothers and sisters in Christ to give their kids a nice Christmas.

Here are the needs:
e One family with four children:
15 year old boy-difficult Lego set
13 year old: Gaming Headset for a Personal Computer
11 year old girl: 5/8 size curling iron
11 year old: Gaming Headset for Xbox
Or Gift Cards for Best Buy / Meijers
One family with four children ages: 12 yrs old, 2-11 yrs old, and 3yrs old
Gift Cards for Amazon, Walmart, or Meijer
One family with one 3yr old boy:
Gift Cards for Meijer / Walmart

e O O O O O
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May the Lord bless them through the love of Christ we share at Christmas

Pagtor Mark Pretznow

There is a box and a tree next to it so you can place the donations
there.
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IN THE BEGINNING WAS
THE WORD, AND THE

WORD WAS WITH GOD,

AND THE WORD WAS GOD.
- JOHN 1I:1




