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Midweek Advent Sermon Series:
Every Heart Prepare.
Wednesdays beginning 12/03/25

We decorate in preparation for Christmas. In November
and December, people spend hours putting up lights in
their living space and ornaments on their evergreens.
Poinsettias are placed on the mantel, presents are put
under the tree, and we “deck the halls with boughs of
holly.” These Christmas decorations bring enjoyment and
anticipation to the holiday. Advent is the church’s season
of preparation for Christmas, for the coming of the Lord.
This Advent season, as part of our preparation, we will
reflect upon three common Christmas decorations and
how they help us see Christ and prepare for His coming.

e Evergreens on 12/03/25
e Christmas Lights 12/10/25
e The Creche (The Manger Scene) 12/17/25

Advent Dinner:5-6:30 PM
Worship 7:00 PM

Please join us as we turn to Scripture to focus our
preparation on the real ‘Reason for the Season’, Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior
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Midweek Advent Service #2
Wednesday, December 10th, 2025
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Welcome and Announcements

As We Gather: Focus on Lights

“Prepare!” is often the watchword of the season as the world gets
ready for another celebration of Christmas. An integral part of any
preparation is decoration. We see decorations everywhere this time of
year. The world may not comprehend the real meaning of Christmas,
but even secular preparations use many of the same decorations
beloved by Christians—an appropriation we shouldn’t mind at all,
because these decorations point us to Christ. This year, as we look
forward again to the coming of the Messiah, we take a fresh look at
how the adornments of the season draw our eyes to Jesus, that we may
more richly behold the love, peace, joy, and hope He comes to bring
as this beauty is set before us.
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Tonight, we focus on lights. You see them everywhere this
time of year. Some neighborhoods even compete, and tourist
destinations spend millions on attractive light displays. Like
evergreens, this is something nonreligious people do this time
of year without appreciating their true significance. Yet we
know that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). He came
to restore righteousness to the world. This restoration
continues to unfold through the ministry He has entrusted to
His church. As Zechariah sang, “In the tender compassion of
our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us to shine
on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and
to guide our feet into the way of peace” (LSB, Benedictus,
Morning Prayer). We gather this evening to bask in the light
of Jesus that His Word would have its way with us and so
reflect His saving light into the darkness that remains in our
world.

Opening Sharing of the Peace

[P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
and also with you

[P} As you share the Peace of Christ with your fellow
worshipers, also discuss with them the question of the
day.

Opening Hymn 332 Savior of the Nations, Come szs. /-3
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (st. 3): tr.
Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain
Please stand as you are able
°
Opening Sentences Psalm 51:15; 70:1

P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

Psalmody

Responsive Reading Psalm 118 sciccied portions

(P) The Lorp is God,
and He has made His light to shine upon us.

(P) Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
up to the horns of the altar!

Glad songs of salvation
are in the tents of the righteous:

P) “The right hand of the LorD does valiantly,
the right hand of the LORD exalts,
P) the right hand of the LorD does valiantly!”

I shall not die, but | shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.



(P) The Lorp has disciplined me severely,
but He has not given me over to death.
P] Open to me the gates of righteousness,

that | may enter through them
and give thanks to the LoORD.

(P} This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.

| thank You that You have answered me
and have become my salvation.

(P) The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

(P) This is the day that the LorD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(P} Save us, we pray, O LORD!

LORD, we pray, give us success!

(P} Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.

(P) The Lorp is God,



and He has made His light to shine upon us.
P} You are my God, and I will give thanks to You;
You are my God; | will extol You.
(P] Oh give thanks to the Lorp, for He is good;
for His steadfast love endures forever!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) The Lorp is God,

and He has made His light to shine upon us.
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Back then to His throne and crown.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text: © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526

Tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you
And also with you

(P) Let us pray:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled
to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

Please be seated

Service of the Word



Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-7

! But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In
the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the nations.

* The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
*You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
*For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this.

(P) This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

'Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we
do not lose heart. “But we have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to
tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the
truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God. *And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. “In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. °For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able

Holy Gospel: John 1:1-14

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter
Glory to You, O Lord

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. *He was in the beginning
with God. *All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. “In him was
life, and the life was the light of men. “The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.



SThere was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
"He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. *He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.

’The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. '°He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. ''He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. '“But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, *who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

Responsory for Advent LSB 230
(P} Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch.
This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

(P) In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Please be seated
11
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
"The Christmas Light"
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all re - ceiv - ing Grace on grace, new life  with - in!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: Public domain
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Offering

Offering Statement

P) We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If
you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give
an offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for
worship this day. Those who would like to give an offering
may drop it off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, mail
their Offering Envelope in, or use our online giving portal
from our website.

Please stand as you are able

Responsive Offering Verses:
Psalm 118:28-29

) **You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God; | will extol you.
[P) *°Oh give thanks to the LoRrD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

13
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Congregation may be seated

Prayers of the Church

Pastor comes down to collect the
prayer petitions from the congregation

Antiphon LSB 231

(P) Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.

Kyrie LSB 233
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.



Collects

P} O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

[P) For eyes to behold the Father’s hand in all creation, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For awareness of beauty and the living traditions of the church
that bring Christ to our eyes through arts and crafts, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P ... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy

(P} Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from You.
Thank You for sending Your Son to bring the light of life into
the world and shining it into our hearts through the Gospel.
Give us Your Spirit to hold us fast as we walk through dark
places that remain in our world. Grant that our faith not grow
dim but, by Your grace, glow in us through our final journey—
that we may radiate Your goodness and glory each day and
many may join us in Your light and also walk with You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Collect for Peace

P] O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please stand as you are able

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 234
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

16



Benediction LSB 234

[P] The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.
332 Savior of the Nations, Come sts. 6-8
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All our ills of flesh and soul.
In this light faith now a - bides.
Now and through e - ter - ni -ty

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 7): tr. Gifford
A. Grobien, 1973; (st. 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text (sts. 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002526

Tune: Public domain

Closing Peace
P) Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Sermon Notes

Order vour Poinsettia’s
Soon!

We would love to give our
Chancel beautiful
Poinsettia’s to decorate it
and make it cheerful!
There is a sign-up sheet in
the fellowship hall
bulletin board. You can
decide to have them to take
home or leave them here.
Let’s make it cheerful and
beautiful!
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Advent Dinners

Come and join us from 5-6:30PM

for delicious food and fellowship

before our advent mid-week

Services.

. Wednesday December 3rd 2025
Chicken & Dumplings with
Salad

. Wednesday December 10th
2025 Potluck Bring Your
Favorite Dish to Pass (Sign up
Sheet on Fellowship Board)

. Wednesday December 17th
2025 Cheesy Potato Soup with
Salad
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