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Midweek Advent Sermon Series:
Every Heart Prepare.
Wednesdays beginning 12/03/25

We decorate in preparation for Christmas. In November
and December, people spend hours putting up lights in
their living space and ornaments on their evergreens.
Poinsettias are placed on the mantel, presents are put
under the tree, and we “deck the halls with boughs of
holly.” These Christmas decorations bring enjoyment and
anticipation to the holiday. Advent is the church’s season
of preparation for Christmas, for the coming of the Lord.
This Advent season, as part of our preparation, we will
reflect upon three common Christmas decorations and
how they help us see Christ and prepare for His coming.

e Evergreens on 12/03/25
e Christmas Lights 12/10/25
e The Creche (The Manger Scene) 12/17/25

Advent Dinner:5-6:30 PM
Worship 7:00 PM

Please join us as we turn to Scripture to focus our
preparation on the real ‘Reason for the Season’, Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior



Lamb of God Lutheran Church

Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in
Friendship/ Fellowship/and Faith.

2051 West Maple Ave. Pastor Mark Pretznow
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Midweek Advent Service #1
Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025
Vespers Service
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Welcome and Announcements

As We Gather: Focusing on Evergreens

P) As we begin the month of December many people are busy
preparing for Christmas, both believers and non-believers. Along
with the Christmas shopping that is ramping up, we decorate our
homes and our yards as part of our preparation. In this Midweek
Advent Series, we are going to look at three different decorations
that we use to prepare our hearts and minds for Christmas.

Tonight, we look at the tradition of buying and decorating
evergreen trees and the garland made from them. Did you ever
wonder why we do this? We will look at how this tradition can
prepare our hearts and minds to focus in the real reason for the
season, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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331 The Advent of Our King A Lamb of God Favorite
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last-ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able

Opening Sentences Psalm 51:15; 70:1
P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save
us.

Psalmody

Responsive Reading Psalm 92

P) The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.



P) It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;

P) to declare Your steadfast love in the morning,
and Your faithfulness by night,

P) to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.

P} For You, O Lorp, have made me glad by Your work;
at the works of Your hands | sing for joy.

(P} How great are Your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!

P) The stupid man cannot know; the fool cannot understand
this:
that though the wicked sprout like grass

(P) and all evildoers flourish,
they are doomed to destruction forever;

() but You, O LorD,
are on high forever.

For behold, Your enemies, O LORD,

P} for behold, Your enemies shall perish;
all evildoers shall be scattered.

P) But You have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox;
You have poured over me fresh oil.

P) My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;

my ears have heard the doom of my evil
assailants.



The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

® =

They are planted in the house of the LOrD;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
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They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,
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to declare that the LORD is upright;

He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in
Him.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P) The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

1 The Advent of Our King A Lamb of God Favorite
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Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
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Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’'n to reign.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you
And also with you

P) Let us pray:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your
protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of
our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen

Please be seated

Service of the Word

Old Testament Lesson: Hosea 14:4-8

*I will heal their apostasy;
I will love them freely,
for my anger has turned from them.
3 will be like the dew to Israel;
he shall blossom like the lily;
he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;
®his shoots shall spread out;
his beauty shall be like the olive,
and his fragrance like Lebanon.
"They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow;
they shall flourish like the grain;
they shall blossom like the vine;
their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.



80 Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?
It is I who answer and look after you.

I am like an evergreen cypress;
from me comes your fruit.

Epistle Lesson: Revelation 22:1-7

'Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb 2‘[hrough the middle of the street of the city; also, on
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. *No longer will there be
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and his servants will worship him. *They will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. >And night will
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and
ever.

°And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true.
And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent
his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

"“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who
keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Please stand as you are able

Holy Gospel: John 11:17-27

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh
chapter

Glory to You, O Lord



""Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb four days. '"Bethany was near Jerusalem,
about two miles off, "and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. *’So
when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. *'Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. *But even now I know that whatever you ask from God,
God will give you.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” **Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day.” *’Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, *°and everyone who lives and believes in
me shall never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him,
“Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
who is coming into the world.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

Responsory for Advent LSB 230
(P) Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

(P} In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

®=



Please be seated

Audio Hymn 561 The Tree of Life
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1 The tree of life with ev - ’ry good In E - den’s
2 The still - ness of that sa-cred grove Was  bro - ken,
3 What mer - cy God showed to our race, A plan of
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ho - ly or-chard stood, And of its fruit so pure and
as the ser-pent strove With tempt-ing voice Eve to be-
res - cue by His grace: In send-ing One from wom-an’s
ter - nal in His name; For all who trust and will be -
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sweet God let the man and wom-an eat.  Yet in this
guile And Ad-am too by sin de - file. O day of
seed, The One to fill our great-est need— For on a
lieve, Sal - va-tion’s liv - ing fruit re - ceive. And of this
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gar - den al-so grew An - oth -er tree, of which they
sad - ness when the breath Of fear and dark - ness, doubt and
tree up - lift-ed high His on -1ly Son for sin  would
fruit so pure and sweet The Lord in - vites the world to
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knew; Its love - ly limbs with  fruit a -
death, Its aw - ful poi - son first dis -
die, Would drink the cup of scorn and
eat, To find with - in this cross of
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dorned A - gainst whose eat - ing God had warned.
played With - in the world so new - ly  made.
dread To crush the an - cient ser - pent’s head!
wood The tree of life with ev - ’ry  good.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952

Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526

Sermon Text: John 11:23-37
"Evergreens”

Video

Christmas Carol:

The Holly and the lvy

1

ref

The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the
crown.

Oh, the rising of the sun and the running of the deer.
The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.

The holly bears a blossom as white as any flow’r,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet Savior.

The holly bears a berry as red as any blood,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners
good.

The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas Day in
the morn.

The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all.

The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown.
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the
crown.

11
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Offering and Prayers

Offering Statement

P) We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God.
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have joined
us for worship this day. Those who would like to give an
offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in the
Narthex, mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our
online giving portal from our website.

Offering Verses: Psalm 92:1-2

Tt is good to give thanks to the LorD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
“to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,

Please stand as you are able

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

A Lamb of God Favorite
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A Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; Praise Him, all
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crea-tures here be - low; Praise Him a-bove, ye heav’n - ly
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host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Please be seated



Prayers of the Church

Pastor gathers Prayer Requests from the congregation

Kyrie
(P)

LSB 233
Lord, have mercy;

Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Collects

(P)

P)
(P)

O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

For eyes to behold the Father’s hand in all creation, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For awareness of beauty and the living traditions of the
church that bring Christ to our eyes through arts and crafts,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

....... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord of life, You sent Your Son to bring back to life all the
children of Adam. Grant that we may view the evergreens of
this season through the eyes of faith so that in a world still
filled with death, we may be of good courage, knowing that,
just as the evergreen prevails over death in winter, we
prevail over the winter of our sin and will rise to life eternal
on the Last Day; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen. 13



Collect for Peace

P) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 234
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

14



Benediction LSB 234

[P] The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.
331 The Advent of Our King A Lamb of God Favorite
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Who comes to set us free,
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The sin-ful self be put a- way, The new self now put on.
With Fa-ther, Spir-it, ev - er one Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Closing Peace

P} Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bi-
ble, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing min-
istry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Sermon Notes
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Advent Dinners

Come and join us from 5-6:30PM

for delicious food and fellowship

before our advent mid-week
services.

. Wednesday December 3rd 2025
Chicken & Dumplings with
Salad

. Wednesday December 10th
2025 Potluck Bring Your
Favorite Dish to Pass (Sign up
Sheet on Fellowship Board)

. Wednesday December 17th

2025 Cheesy Potato Soup with
Salad

Ser-
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er ©
2025
Con-
cordia
Pub-
lishing

House.
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‘& CHRISTMAS BINNER

LWML Ladies Christmas Dinner Tuesday

December 9th, 2025

Ladies of the Lamb are having their annual Christmas
Dinner at Country Carriage at 5:30pm. Everyone is
invited and we are asking for you to donate any size new
socks. Please bring the socks to church, there is a box by
the Mitten Tree.

Out To Lunch Bunch

Come and join all your brothers and sisters in
Christ December 17th, 2025 at 12:30pm. It will
be at Hibachi Buffet 3022 S Linden Rd. Flint.

17
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FRANKLIN AVENUE

MISSION
R

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son” jonn3:16

At this blessed time of year. Please join with us to celebrate our Savior’s birth and share
the good news with community members of Flint’s East Side. We can best do this by
providing Christmas gifts for those families who would otherwise go without.

Here is how the sharing ornaments work:

Donors please remove an ornament, print your name on the one marked "church
ornament"”, cut the ribbon and place church ornament in box provided

Donors take the ornament marked ‘donor’and return with unwrapped gift to your church
with ornament attached by 12/7/2025

For ornaments marked "Sponsor" please complete a check and return in an envelope,

with ornament attached, to your church by 12/7/2025
Thank you for blessing us and all God’s people.
Quick look for ornaments:

A green dot are gifts for children —clothes or a
Toy - (please around $20 or less)

A blue dot is a Sponsor ornament — Write a check and
FAM associates will do the shopping

A Yellow dot is for Bethlehem Market happening 12/16
and 12/18 where Children spend FAM bucks to buy
small gifts for their parents/family

FE An orange dot is for our 2 Annual Adult Christmas Market
items where adults that missed child sign up can shop
free for toys for their children, some clothes and adult gifts

A red dot helps with Franklin Avenue Mission needs, Mercy House needs
or Medical clinic need

A pink dot helps our Marketplace customers feel special at Christmas
with extra items in our Client Choice Pantry in partnership with the Food Bank



Mitten Tree will be in the Narthex to
collect your donations of mittens,
scarves, hats and any small cold
weather material!
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