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Glory to Godililie highest,
and on earth pe wee, good will
iOWard men, ™
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Lommunion Statement
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service

We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the Real
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion”
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all
participants should be in communion; sharing the same confession of
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as fellow family
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the beginning
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a
blessing with their arms folded in front of their chest, or remain
seated.

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service. Thank you for
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.

** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is
gluten free wafers.
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Welcome and Announcements

As We Gather: Wrapped Presents

This Advent Season, we prepared for our Christmas celebration by
considering various ways our seasonal decorations amplify the real
meaning of Christmas. Though many of the reasons behind holiday
decorations go unappreciated and even unnoticed, they still point us to
Christ. Some of the decorations do this in a more obvious way. Even
the most secular of souls sees baby Jesus in the Nativity Set. But even
seemingly nonreligious signs of the season like evergreens and lights
originated in Christendom. Now, as we have come to Christmas Eve,
we consider another Christian tradition: the exchange of Christmas
presents.



The giving of gifts, beautifully wrapped, reflects the gracious
love of our heavenly Father, the “Father of lights,” from
whom “every good gift and every perfect gift” comes (James
1:17). Certainly, the greatest gift of all is none other than
what we have come to celebrate: God’s self-offering to us
through His Son for the forgiveness of our sin. Let us spend
some time slowly unwrapping this gift, with some of the
wonder and awe that filled that first Christmas night. O
Come, let us adore Him!

Opening Sharing of the Peace

[P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
and also with you

P] As you share the Peace of Christ with your fellow
worshipers, also discuss with them the question of the
day.

Confession and Absolution
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able

The sign of the cross < may be made by
all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *J+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth 1s not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.



(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Responsive Reading Psalm 98:1-6

P) 'Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!

His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.

P) *The Lorp has made known his salvation;

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of
the nations.



P) *He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.

[P) “Make a joyful noise to the LorD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

*Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!

P) °With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152

(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day for
Christmas Eve
(P) The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that
as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

Service of the Word

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7

? The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
*You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
*For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
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and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

’Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Epistle Lesson: Titus 3:1-7

"Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities,
to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, *to speak
evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to
show perfect courtesy toward all people. *For we ourselves
were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and
envy, hated by others and hating one another. “But when
the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, “he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, 'so that being justified by his grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Please stand as you are able

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
all the world should be registered. *This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. *And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. *And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, >to be registered with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child. °And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

®And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ’And an angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. '’And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a
great joy that will be for all the people.

11
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"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. '?And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” “And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

"When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” '°And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. '’And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child. '*And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. ""But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.
2And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated

Children’'s Message




Video Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Performed by Jimmy Clifton
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Text Luke 2:10-16

Please stand as you are able
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Offering and Prayers

Offering Statement

P} We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you
are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, mail their Offering
Envelope in, or use our online giving portal from our website.

Offering Verse: Isaiah 9:6

SFor to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Please stand as you are able

15
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Offertory LSB 159
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-enceof all His peo-ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Please be seated

Prayer of the Church

P) Let us pray to God our Father through the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Heavenly Father, in Your kindness and love, You sent Your
Son into the world to be our Savior. Be with those You sent
today to bring Jesus to us.



Bless especially all pastors, teachers, deaconesses,
missionaries, and musicians of Your church, and strengthen
the witness of all the congregations of our Synod, that more
people may know Your loving kindness each and every day.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Heavenly Father, as the angel testified as to whom the gift of
Jesus was given, so may each of us tell others about how the
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths is for them as well, that, by
Your Spirit’s power, our neighbors and coworkers and all
whom we love may unwrap the greatest gift of all this
Christmas. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever
one God, world without end.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Celebration of Closed Communion

P) Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper.
We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an
LCMS Church are welcome.

17
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Those who are not may approach the rail with their arms
crossed and receive a baptismal blessing from the Pastor. This
1s not to pass judgement on your faith in Christ. We celebrate
this way to stand together with our fellow LCMS
congregations. For more information regarding this please see
the second page of your worship folder

Please stand as you are able

Preface LSB 160
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 161
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Please be seated

Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive
the body and blood of Christ first and then

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Right Column
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.:

Table Dismissal

(P) Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins
have been forgiven.
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Distribution Hymns

Audio Hymn 365 Away in a Manger

Performed by Koine
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2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to  stay
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The stars in  the  bright sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the  sky,

care,

Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der
o) S —
s e e I !j | o — . —— A
'Z%Wj_'_r—r—r | ) [ f i —1 i |
The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on  the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921
Text and tune: Public domain



376 Once in Royal David's City

A Lamb of God Favorite
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gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav -en, Set at God’s right hand on high. Then like
m;ph R S
e —r e | {4 .
was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praisewill sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain
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366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Al you, be-neathyour heav -y Iload, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal
P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.



Close of Worship

Please stand as you are able

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.



387 Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse 1is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 1S found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

The Sharing of the Christmas Peace

(P) The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you



P) The love and the Peace that the angels announced at the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, has been poured out upon
you richly and abundantly this night. As the Holy Spirit has
shared this with you, go out and share it with those around you,
with all who need to hear the Gospel from your lips and by the
work of your hands. In doing so we serve in the world as His
Church.

Closing Peace
P} Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Sermon Notes




: And the ang&’sald to them |
~ “Fear not, for behold I
brmg you good news of -
'great joy that will be for all
~ the people. For unto you is -
born this day in the city of
‘David a Savior, who is™

Christ the Lord.”




