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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507  248 736 8639                                            
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
 

 Christmas Eve 10PM Worship  
Wednesday December 24th, 2025 

Divine Service I 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Entrance of the Processional Cross 

P Please stand and face the Processional Cross 
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Processional Hymn: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross T may be made by  
all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by    
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly       
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I  
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Responsive Reading Psalm 98:1–6 
P 1Oh sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm 
 have worked salvation for him. 
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P 2The Lord has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the nations. 

P 3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 

P 4Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

C 
5Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

P 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

C make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 

 

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
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Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 

Text and tune: Polish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day for 
Christmas Eve 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of 
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant 
that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may 
with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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Choral Cantata 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

Isaiah 7:14 
P  14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.        

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel. 

 

Isaiah 11:1 
P 1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 

P We are people of the promise and we have been promised 
a Savior. 

C  O COME, O COME EMMANUEL: 
  

P We are held captive by many things in our lives and we 
need a Redeemer. 

C O COME, O COME EMMANUEL! 
  

P We grope in the darkness and we need the light of His 
Presence. 

C O COME, O COME EMMANUEL! 
  

P Our hearts yearn for His appearing for when He comes, we 
can truly REJOICE! 

C O COME, O COME EMMANUEL! 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
By WinGS Choir 
 

A Place Called Bethlehem 
 

Micah 5:2 
P 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 

 

Luke 2:1–7 
P  1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,     
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

L Bethlehem! 

C A COMMON PLACE, 
  

L An ordinary town. 

C AN UNLIKELY PLACE FOR A KING TO BE BORN!  
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L Bethlehem! 

C A COMMON PLACE. 
  

L An ordinary town. 

C AN UNLIKELY PLACE TO HEAR ANGELS 
SINGING! 
  

L Bethlehem! 

C A COMMON PLACE. 
  

L An ordinary town. 

C AN UNLIKELY PLACE FOR KINGS TO VISIT! 
  

L Bethlehem! 

C A COMMON PLACE. 
  

L An ordinary town. 

C BUT THE VERY KIND OF PLACE GOD WOULD 
CHOOSE! 

 

A Place Called Bethlehem  
(w/ O Little Town of Bethlehem)  
By WinGS Choir 

 

How Great Our Joy 
 

Isaiah 40:11 
P 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead those that are with young. 
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! [Men] In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields keeping watch over their flocks by night. 

@ [Women] Then an angel of the Lord stood before them 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them… 

C AND THEY WERE TERRIFIED! 
  

P But the angel said to them, 

L Do not be afraid! For see – I am bringing you Good News 
of great joy to all the people.  To you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord! 
This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger. 

! [Men] And suddenly there was with the angel 

@ [Women] a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: 

C  “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN 
AND ON EARTH PEACE AMONG THOSE WHOM 
HE FAVORS!” 

  

! [Men] When the angels had left them and gone into heav-
en  

@ [Women] the shepherds said to one another, 

C  “LET US GO NOW TO BETHLEHEM AND SEE 
THIS THING THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE WHICH 
THE LORD HAS MADE KNOWN TO US!” 

 

How Great Our Joy             
By WinGS Choir 
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The Lord Is Come 
 

Psalm 98:4 
P 4Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

 

Matthew 1:23 
P 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

               (which means, God with us). 
 

Hebrews 1:6 
P 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, 

he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

L Hear the Good News of Great Joy! 

C PREPARE YOUR HEART TO RECEIVE HER 
KING! 
  

L Let the heavens sing out the news! 

C LET THE EARTH REPLY: 

A [Choir]: Joy to the World! 
  

L Hear the Good News of God’s redeeming love! 

C A NEWBORN CHILD SLEEPS IN A MANGER 
BED! 
  

L  Let the heavens sing out the news! 

C LET THE EARTH REPLY: 

A [Choir]: Joy to the World! 
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L Hear the good news of the promise of peace! 

C PEACE ON THE EARTH. PEACE AMONG ALL    
PEOPLE 
  

L Let the heavens sing out the news! 

C LET THE EARTH REPLY: 

A [Choir]: Joy! Joy! Joy to the World! 
 

The Lord I Come (Joy to the World /  
Away in a Manger /  
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  
By WinGS Choir 

 

The Glory of Christmas 
 

John 1:9 
P  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. 
 

Isaiah 49:13 
P 13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

 break forth, O mountains, into singing! 
for the Lord has comforted his people 
 and will have compassion on his afflicted. 

 

L The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
  

L The powers of darkness are dispelled! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN!  



 

14 

L Peace on earth! Good will to all people! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
  

L Rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
  

L Come and behold Him! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
  

L Come and adore Him! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
  

L Come and welcome Him! 

C JESUS CHRIST IS BORN! 
 

The Glory of Christmas  
(Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light /  
Good Christians, Come Rejoice /  
O Come All Ye Faithful)          
By WinGS Choir 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
 



 

  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the     
Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the     
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
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Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. If you 

are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated to give an  
offering, we are just glad that you have joined us for worship 
this day. Those who would like to give an offering may drop it 
off in the Offering Box in the Narthex, mail their Offering  
Envelope in, or use our online giving portal from our website.   

 

Offering Verse: Isaiah 9:6 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
Please be seated 

 

Offertory: "Oh How Joyfully"  
Offered by The Hallelujah Ringers 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray to God our Father through the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
  
Heavenly Father, in Your kindness and love, You sent Your 
Son into the world to be our Savior. Be with those You sent 
today to bring Jesus to us. Bless especially all pastors,      
teachers, deaconesses, missionaries, and musicians of Your 
church, and strengthen the witness of all the congregations of 
our Synod, that more people may know Your loving kindness 
each and every day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Heavenly Father, as the angel testified as to whom the gift of 
Jesus was given, so may each of us tell others about how the 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths is for them as well, that, by 
Your Spirit’s power, our neighbors and coworkers and all 
whom we love may unwrap the greatest gift of all this   
Christmas. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P …….Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Celebration of Closed Communion 
P Just a note concerning our celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

We celebrate what the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod calls 
"Closed Communion". We offer the Lord's Supper to all who 
are in communion/fellowship with us according to the tenants 
of faith as professed in Luther's Small Catechism. All who 
have been instructed in these tenants and are members of an 
LCMS Church are welcome. Those who are not may          
approach the rail with their arms crossed and receive a      
baptismal blessing from the Pastor. This is not to pass     
judgement on your faith in Christ. We celebrate this way to 
stand together with our fellow LCMS congregations. For 
more information regarding this please see the second page of 
your worship folder. 
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Please stand as you are able 
 

Preface                                                                     LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty     
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the       
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus                                                                     LSB 161 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                      LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini      LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the  
body and blood of Christ first and then  

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of your sins 

have been forgiven. 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: English 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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373 See amid the Winter’s Snow  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
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Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 

Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 

376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T 
in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Christmas Eve Candle Lighting 
 

Distribution of the Light 
  
[During the Lighting of the Candles, "O Holy Night" is played in 
the background) 
  
(The Pastor lights a candle from the Christ Candle. The Ushers 
light their candles from the Pastor’s candle. Then the Ushers 
light the candles of the worshipers in each row who are nearest 
the aisle.)  
  
Note: Lighted Candles should not be tipped to avoid wax    
dripping on the Pews, clothing, or the floor. Each parishioner 
should tip his unlit candle into the flame of his neighbor’s  
candle. In this way pass the light down the row you are in. 
  

P Almighty God, Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your    
unspeakable gift to mankind, which is the birth of the Christ 
Child in Bethlehem, as announced by Your Holy Angels this 
night. May the mystery of the Word made flesh fill our souls 
with wonderment and yearning that, like the shepherds, we 
may always hurry to worship Him where He promises to be, 
here in His Word and Sacrament. Change our hearts this 
night from a busy inn that has no room for Your Son to a  
quiet and meditative place set aside to ponder this great gift. 
Help us this night to rejoice just as the angels did as they 
shared the good news of great joy that is for all the people. 



 

As we share the light from the Christ candle this night, may 
the light that is our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and 
Lord burn ever brighter in our hearts so that we, like the 
Shepherds, might be moved to “Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere. Go, tell it on the mountain that 
Jesus Christ is born.  

C Amen 
 

The Christmas Story from Luke 2:1–7 
P  1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2This was the first         
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they 
were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 

 



 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night                                       st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Christmas Story from Luke 2:8–14 
P  8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a    
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a         
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 



 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night                                     st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Christmas Story from Luke 2:15–20 
P  15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to          
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a       
manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the   
saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 



 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Close of Worship 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Benediction                                                      LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please extinguish your candle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 



 

Sermon Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Sharing of the Christmas Peace  
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and the Peace that the angels announced at the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, has been poured out    
upon you richly and abundantly this night. As the Holy Spirit 
has shared this with you, go out and share it with those 
around you, with all who need to hear the Gospel from your 
lips and by the work of your hands. In doing so we serve in 
the world as His Church. 

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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