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JESUS THE GREATEST GIFT 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

DECEMBER 10, 2023 
 

THE PRELUDE 
 
 

Please stand and face the Processional Cross                       
 

 

 



THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 

OH, COME, LITTLE CHILDREN 

  

All.  1.  Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all,  
        to Bethlehem haste to the manger so small.  
        God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night  
        To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight.  

 
2. He’s born in a stable for you and for me;  

Draw near by the bright, gleaming starlight to see,  
In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild,  
And purer than angels, the heavenly Child.  

 
3. See Mary and Joseph, with love-beaming eyes,  

Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies;  
The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love,  
While angels sing loud alleluias above.  

 
4. Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today,  

Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they;  
Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast,  
And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 
Text: Christian v. Schmid, 1768–1854; trs. unknown 

Tune: IHR KINDERLEIN, KOMMET, Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747–1800 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
  Spirit. 

All:   Amen. 

 

 3 



4 

RESPONSIVE READING 
P  He came as a baby in a manger. 

C   Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  He came to be our Savior. 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  With joy and gladness, 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  He comes to us each day in His Word of promise. 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  Let us open our hearts to Him, 

C  and walk in His ways. 

P   He will come again to take us to Himself in heaven. 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor’s Homily 
 

THE SONG   
WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST 

CHILDREN 
 

One heart 
One spirit 

One voice to praise You 
We are the body of Christ 

 
One goal 

One vision 
To see You exalted 

We are the body of Christ 
 

And to this we give our lives 
To see You glorified  
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Christmas Lesson: 
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar      

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1–7) 

 
ANTHEM 

“WHAT CHILD IS THIS” 
PERFORMED BY HUNTER GOCHA 

  

Mary and Joseph enter with Jesus 
 

Gift: TO US FROM GOD: JESUS 
 

THE BLUE BOX 
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Narrator: The gift tag on this blue box says that this present 
is from God to all of us. What gift could this be? It 
is Jesus. He is God’s gift to all who believe. A 
long, long time ago, God promised He would send 
a Savior, a Messiah who would save all people 
from sin. 

 In the Bible, we learn from St. Matthew that an  
angel told Joseph to take Mary as his wife and 
said,   

 
 Angel: “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name 

Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

 
Narrator: When the baby came, this fulfilled God’s promise 

in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call His name              
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). Jesus is 
the Savior God promised.  

 
 God kept His word. Jesus was the first Christmas 

gift, and He is still the greatest Christmas gift. 
 
 This box is blue. The color blue reminds us of   

Advent, the time in the Church Year when we wait 
to celebrate again the coming of God’s greatest 
gift to us, Jesus. 

 

 
ANTHEM 

 
“AWAY IN THE MANGER.” 

 
BELLS TO HEAVEN CHIMES 
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HYMN #364 “AWAY IN THE MANGER.” 
 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3) and Tune: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

Gospel Lesson And in the same region there were shepherds out 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  
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 And  suddenly there was with the angel a mul-
titude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, (Luke 2:8–13) 

 
 Angel: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom He is 
pleased!” (Luke 2:14) 

 

Gift: TO US FROM JESUS :                     

FORGIVENESS, LIFE, AND SALVATION 

THE RED BOX 
 
Narrator: The gift tag says that this present is from Jesus. 

And it says this gift is also for all of us! I   
wonder what it is. Let us think about what it 
could be. We just heard that Jesus is “God with 
us.” Do you know where we find Jesus with us 
today? Jesus is with us in God’s Word and 
Sacraments, the Bible, Baptism, and Holy 
Communion.  Through these Means of Grace, 
Jesus brings us other gifts: the forgiveness of 
sins, rescue of death and the devil, and eternal 
salvation.  

 
Epistle Lesson: “[You have] been buried with [Christ] in   

baptism, in which you were also raised with 
Him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised Him from the 
dead.” (Colossians 2:12) 

 
Narrator: This gift is red. It reminds us of the loving gifts 

Jesus won for us on the cross and, in love, 
gives to us.  
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ANTHEM 
 

“O SING OF CHRIST” 
 

PERFORMED BY EVA JACKSON  
ALANNAH CHILDRESS 

 
 

Gospel Lesson When the angels went away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  

 
Shepherd: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”  

 
Gospel Lesson And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 
And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. (Luke 2:15–20) 

 

 

ANTHEM 
 

“WE THREE KINGS” 
 

PERFORMED BY BELLS TO HEAVEN 
 

Three Kings enter with Gifts 
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Gift: TO OTHERS FROM US : SERVICE 

THE GREEN BOX 

 
Narrator: The gift tag on this present says that it is from us 

to others. Those words mean that we give gifts to 
others because God first gave His gifts to us. As 
children of God, we live daily in our Baptism, 
worshiping God and helping other people. God 
blesses us so we can serve others. We are little 
gifts as we obey our parents, give presents to oth-
ers at Christmas, and are kind to the people we 
meet.  

 
 We also serve others when, like the shepherds, 

we tell about the greatest gift God has given us—
Jesus!  

 
 This box is green. Green is the color of Christmas 

trees and growing things. As we hear God’s 
Word, we grow too. We grow as God’s children 
in love and service to others. 

 
C: We love because He first loved us. 

 (1 John 4:19) 
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Congregation & The Children 
 

Responsive Reading 
 

XXX Congregation Rings Bells 
 

 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C:  God has promised us a Savior. 
 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C Jesus is God’s gift to us. 
 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C Jesus died for all our sins. 
 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C Jesus gives His gifts to us. 
 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C God makes us His children. 
 
Narrator: Ring the bells. XXX  Tell the news. XXX  
C Jesus is God’s greatest gift. 
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THE HYMN  
 

LSB 388  GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  
Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;  
Go tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born!  
 
1. While shepherds kept their watching  

O’er silent flocks by night,  
Behold, throughout the heavens  
There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 
2. The shepherds feared and trembled  

When lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

 
3. Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work II, 1873–1925, stanzas, alt.  

Tune: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual; setting: Hugh Porter, 1897–1 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  In this Christmas season, when so much attention 
is given to the giving and receiving of presents, it 
is helpful to remind our children that God is the 
source of every good thing. The gifts we give and 
receive this Christmas, and the ways God uses us 
to serve others, are reminders that God has given 
us the greatest Christmas gift we will ever           
receive—Jesus—and through Him we have         
forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 



 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker 
  of heaven and earth. 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was  crucified,   died   and   was   buried.    He  
  descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
  again  from  the  dead.   He ascended into     
  heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
  Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
  judge the living and the dead. 
  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
  Church,  the communion of saints, the         
  forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the 
  body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
 and for all people according to their needs. 
 
 Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be 
 saved! As You led Joseph like a flock, so now by Your 
 Son lead us into straight paths. Bring us out of the bond
 age of our sins, and plant us securely in Your eternal 
 promises. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 

 
 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 
 
 
P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, 
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
     

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we   
 are bold to pray: 
 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

Benedicamus       LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 
 

Closing Blessing 
P    Let us pray: 
 O LORD, our God, you have called your servants to 
 ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
 as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 
 faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 
 we go, but only that Your Holy Spirit is leading us, and 
 Your hand is supporting us, through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
P     And now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
 the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be and abide with you all 
C     Amen 

  
Closing Peace 

P     Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C     Thanks be to God 
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Recessional Hymn:    LSB #387 
“Joy to the World”  

 
Trombone by  

Becky Jackson & Jaylin Jefferies 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
 And heav’n and nature sing, 
 And heav’n and nature sing, 
 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 Repeat the sounding joy, 
 Repeat the sounding joy, 
 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
 Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
 And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 
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Officiant—Pastor Mark Pretznow 

Organist—Norma Neuhart 

Violin—Eva Jackson & Alannah Childress 

Trombone– Becky Jackson & Jaylin Jefferies 

Piano-Hunter Gocha 

Music Director—Linda Weston 

Program Director—Christine Cates 

Sound Board—Cheryl Struble 

Live-Streaming-Jill Bailey, Gary Drago 

Confirmation Instructor—Katie Grim 
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Bells 2 Heaven 

Emily Smith   Hudson Kuhn 

Isaac Terry   Zachery Beasinger 

Chrissy Cates   Eva Jackson 

Logan Glomski   Becky Jackson 

Savannah Nippa     

 

A Special Thank You: 

To The William Kuehl Family 

For providing the Manger & the Baby Jesus. 
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Our Little Lambs 

Natalie Grim 

Charlotte Grim 

Madelyn Grim 

Eva Jackson 

Alannah Childress 

Declan Kindsvater 

Hunter Gocha 

Hudson Kuhn 

Ella Kuhn 

Alivia McKay 

Lauren Glomski 

Logan Glomski 

Zachary Beasinger 

Hunter Beasinger 

Austin Beasinger 

Zoey, Sabrina Offerman 

 

Bowen Prosch 

Alexandra Prosch 

Michael Aldridge 

Lorann Pull 

Mariyah Rodabaugh 

Aaliyah Rodabaugh 

Damien Rodabaugh 

Evie Beasinger 

Collins Kuhn 

Denny Struder 

Nora Poniewierski 
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Thank you to everyone on our 

 Education Committee 

Stewardship Committee 

Decorating Committee 

Altar Guild Committee 

Trustee Committee 
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