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Vespers 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

As We Gather 
P God's children Israel had been suffering under the heavy 

hand of slavery in Egypt for 400 years. They were crying 
out to the LORD to save them. The LORD had promised 
their forefather Abraham that His people would go into 
slavery, but that He would come to punish their captors, 
and bring them out and into the land promised to      
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Yet 400 years was a long time 
to wait. Not all had remained faithful to worshipping the 
LORD. Some had turned to the Egyptian gods, while  
others had lost their faith entirely in the God of Abraham. 
But the LORD is the God who keeps His promises. He is 
the God who comes to seek and save the lost.  

 



Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C and also with you 
  
P I invite you to stand as you are able and share that Peace of 

Christ with one another as you feel comfortable doing so. 
 

Please remain standing for our Opening Hymn 
 

Opening Hymn: 331 The Advent of Our King  
Sung to the tune from #527 "O Savior, Precious Savior" 
 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
    Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
    His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
    To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression 
    And rule in equity. 

 
2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
    And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
    Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
    Were precious in His sight. 

 
3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
    Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
    Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
    From hill to valley flow. 
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4 Kings shall fall down before Him 
    And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
    His praise all people sing. 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
    And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
    A kingdom without end. 

 
5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
    All blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
    His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever— 
    That name to us is Love. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Responsive Reading of Psalm 71:1–9 

P 1 In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; 

C let me never be put to shame! 

P 2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

C incline your ear to me, and save me! 

P 3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 
 to which I may continually come; 

C you have given the command to save me, 
 for you are my rock and my fortress. 

P 4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
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C from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 

P 5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 

C my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 

P 6 Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 
 you are he who took me from my mother’s womb. 

C My praise is continually of you. 

P 7 I have been as a portent to many, 

C but you are my strong refuge. 

P 8 My mouth is filled with your praise, 

C and with your glory all the day. 

P 9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; 

C forsake me not when my strength is spent. 

 
Gloria Patri       LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
Advent Versicles 

P The Sprit and the Church cry out: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P All those who await His appearance pray: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P The whole creation pleads: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we       

implore: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P Let us Pray 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by 
Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  
C Amen 
 

Please be seated 
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Service of the Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson:    Exodus 3:1-15 
 1Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, 

Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side 

of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And 

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 

midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet 

it was not consumed. 3And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see 

this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4When the Lord saw 

that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 

“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Do 

not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 

which you are standing is holy ground.” 6And he said, “I am the 

God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 

at God. 

 7Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of 

my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 

their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down 

to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 

up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 

milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9And now, 

behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have 

also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 
10Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, 

the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, 

“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt?” 
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 12He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign 

for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the    

people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

 13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of 

Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 

them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, 

“Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 
15God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, 

‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This 

is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered    

throughout all generations.” 

 
Reading Response 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson:      Galatians 4:4-7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 

his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. 
 

Reading Response 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Holy Gospel:      Luke 19:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th 

chapter 
C Glory to You, O Lord 
 

 1[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And 

there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax   

collector and was rich. 3And he was seeking to see who   

Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not,       

because he was small of stature. 4So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was 

about to pass that way. 5And when Jesus came to the place, 

he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 

down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried 

and came down and received him joyfully. 7And when they 

saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of 

a man who is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and said to 

the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 

poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore 

it fourfold.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 

come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10For 

the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
 

Readings Response 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people 

of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to 

us by His Son. 
  
 

Please be seated 
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349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon: Exodus 3:6-10 
 "I AM Has Come to Save You" 

 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
Catechetical Instruction:  

The Third Article of The Apostles Creed 
 

Sanctification 
 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the           
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
P What does this mean?   
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C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him;  

  
P but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  
  
C enlightened me with His gifts,  
  
P sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
  
C In the same way He calls, gathers,              

enlightens, and sanctifies the whole     
Christian Church on earth,  

  
P and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
  
C In this Christian Church He daily and richly 

forgives all my sins and the sins of all       
believers. 

  
P On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
  
C This is most certainly true. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of 

God. If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel 
obligated to give an offering, we are just glad that 
you have joined us for worship this day. Those who 
would like to give an offering may drop it off in the 
Offering Box in the Narthex, the box across from the 
Church Office, mail their Offering Envelope in, or 
use our online giving portal from our website.   
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805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please be seated 

 
 

Prayer Requests are collected from the congregation 
 

Litany 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

   

The prayers then continue: 
  
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with 

Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 
C Alleluia.   



P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen 
  
P Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us    

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life 
to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
   

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your       
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments 
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Please stand as you are able 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in    
heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we     
forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing Blessing      Psalm 146:5 
P O LORD, our God, you have called your servants to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 
we go, but only that Your Holy Spirit is leading us, 
and Your hand is supporting us, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
P And now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be and abide with you all 

C Amen 
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347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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