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Advent Midweek Service #1 
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December 6, 2023 

Vespers 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

As We Gather 
The LORD called Abraham out of the country and household 
where he was living to travel to the land of Canaan and live 
there as a temporary resident who had no permanent     
dwelling. And he went, and lived there, trusting in the 
LORD's great promises to him. He believed God's  promises 
that even though he and his wife Sarah were beyond 
childbearing age, the LORD would make from them a great 
nation. And through a birth announcement that could only be 
held by faith, the Lord promised that he and Sarah would 
have a son. And through that son, another even greater birth 
announcement would be realized, one that would change the 
world.  
 



Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C and also with you 
  
P I invite you to stand as you are able and share that Peace of 

Christ with one another as you feel comfortable doing so. 
 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Responsive Reading:      Psalm 105:1–11 

P 1 Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

C 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of all his wondrous works! 

P 3 Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 

C 4 Seek the Lord and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 

P 5 Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

C 6 O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 
 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

P 7 He is the Lord our God; 
 his judgments are in all the earth. 

C 8 He remembers his covenant forever, 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand 
generations, 

P 9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 
 his sworn promise to Isaac, 

C 10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 
 to Israel as an everlasting covenant,  
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P 11saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 
 as your portion for an inheritance.” 

Gloria Patri       LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
Advent Versicles 

P The Sprit and the Church cry out: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P All those who await His appearance pray: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P The whole creation pleads: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we           

Implore: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 

who in spite of the impatience of Abraham and Sarah 
still graciously kept Your promise to them of a son and 
through that son the Savior of all nations. Enlighten our 
darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are   
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, 
Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy   
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 

Service of the Word 
 

First Lesson:      Genesis 17:1-21 
 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord        

appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 

before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant      

between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then 

Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my     

covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of 

nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a     

multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I 

will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I 

will establish my covenant between me and you and your          

offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I 

will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your 

sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, 

and I will be their God.” 

 

 9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep 

my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations. 10This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between 

me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you 

shall be circumcised. 11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of 

your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 

and you. 12He who is eight days old among you shall be             

circumcised. 
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 Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your 

house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is 

not of your offspring, 13both he who is born in your house and 

he who is bought with your money, shall surely be                

circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an           

everlasting covenant. 14Any uncircumcised male who is not 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his 

people; he has broken my covenant.” 

 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I 

will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples 

shall come from her.” 17Then Abraham fell on his face and 

laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man 

who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years 

old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham said to God, “Oh that     

Ishmael might live before you!” 19God said, “No, but Sarah 

your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting 

covenant for his offspring after him. 20As for Ishmael, I have 

heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him  

fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve    

princes, and I will make him into a great nation. 21But I will 

establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to 

you at this time next year.” 

 
Reading Response 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Second Lesson:     Genesis 18:1-15 
 1And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, 

as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted 

up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in 

front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to 

meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, 

if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 
4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 

yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that 

you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—

since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you 

have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah 

and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make 

cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender 

and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 
8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, 

and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree 

while they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And 

he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The Lord said, “I will surely   

return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife 

shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door    

behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in 

years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So  

Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my 

lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The Lord said to       

Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 

child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the Lord? 

At the appointed time I will return to you about this time next 

year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied it, saying, 

“I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did 

laugh.” 
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Reading Response 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
Holy Gospel:      John 8:37–59 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter 
C Glory to You, O Lord 
  

 37 (Jesus said) I know that you are offspring of Abraham; 

yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 
38I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what 

you have heard from your father.” 

 39They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus 

said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be   

doing what Abraham did, 40but now you seek to kill me, a man 

who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what 

Abraham did. 41You are doing what your father did.” They said to 

him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one      

Father—even God.” 42Jesus said to them, “If God were your    

Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I 

came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43Why do you not 

understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 

word. 44You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 

your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 

has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar 

and the father of lies. 45But because I tell the truth, you do not  

believe me. 46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the 

truth, why do you not believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears the 
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words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that 

you are not of God.” 

 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying 

that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, 

“I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you       

dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One 

who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if 

anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews 

said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham 

died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our   

father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do 

you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify 

myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 

of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known 

him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I 

would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 

word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 

day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You 

are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”    
58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before       

Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at 

him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
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Readings Response 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of 

old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to 

us by His Son. 
  
 

Please be seated 
370 What Child Is This  

A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 

Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 



Sermon: Genesis 17:16-19  
"The Miraculous Birth Announcement  

That Changed Everything" 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Catechesis: The First Article of the Apostle's Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. 

  
P What does this mean? 
  
C I believe that God has made me and all crea-

tures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

  
P He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, 

house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all 
I have.  

  
C He richly and daily provides me with all that I 

need to support this body and life. 
  
P He defends me against all danger and guards and protects 

me from all evil.  
  
C All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 

goodness and mercy, without any merit or wor-
thiness in me.  

  
P For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 

obey Him 
  

C This is most certainly true. 
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Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have joined 
us for worship this day. Those who would like to give an 
offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in the    
Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, mail 
their Offering Envelope in, or use our online giving  
portal from our website.   

 
805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated 
 

Prayer Requests are collected from the congregation 
 

Litany 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P ..., let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and 
also that we, being defended from the fear of our    
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through  
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in     
heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we      
forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing Blessing     Psalm 146:5 
P O LORD, our God, you have called your servants 

to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that Your Holy 
Spirit is leading us, and Your hand is supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
P And now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be and abide with you all 

C Amen 
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public dmain 

 

Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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Scrip orders  

Order your Christmas gift cards  Sunday, 

December 10th 

Orders will be back on  

Sunday December 17th 

See Linda Weston or Faith Moss 
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