This week at Lamb of God + November 23rd, 2025
Worship Attendance/Live Streaming for

11/6/2025 (78/9)

Website: | ambof god!l ut heranflint.co
E-Mail address: | ambof godf |l int @gmail . co
Sunday 8:30am Hal |l el uj ah Ringe
9:00am Adult Bible Stud
10:00am Last Sunday of t
Di vine Worship S
11:30am Fell owship Hour
11:45am Grief Support
Monday 1:00pm Womanos Bi bl e St
3:00pm LWML Meeting
Tuesday 8:00am Trustees
9:00am Quil ters
10:00am FAM: Kitchen
4:00pm FAM: Mi ssi on
No Wi nGs Choir P
Wednesday 7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve
8:00pm Pie Soci al
Thursday Of fice Cl osed
Happy Thanksgi ving!
Congregati onal Meeting Sunday
Foll owing Worship Service
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Al t ar Flhedlowers os the Altar are in celebration this
morning and were given to the glory of God,
from Glenda Dixon for her birthday.

QUIET MEDITATION/PRAYER TIME
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS 9:30 AM-9:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

1 Sunday morning Bible Study: 9:00 am: We pick one of the Scripture Lessons to be
read in worship and take a longer look at what God is saying to us, to prepare our hearts
and minds for the Divine Service to follow.

17 Monday Woman’s Bible Study: 1:00 pm Monday: St arti ng November
wi || commence a study of the book of Mat t
accounting Matthew gives of Jesus®" parable
speci al note of the promise that Christ 1is

face struggles in this |ife, we can dwel |l (

1 Wednesday Bible Study: 10:00 am LifeLight Study of the Gospel of John: On
hiatus until 1/7/26: We read through and meditate on John’s Gospel, which is not
presented chapter by chapter in worship as are the other three Gospels. 90% of John’s
Gospel does not have a parallel in the other three. This Bible Study begins with a short

time of worship and prayer. LifeLight Study Guides will be available in the Fellowship
Hall.

17 Wednesday 7PM Bible Study: “Faith on the Edge-The Unexplained”: On
hiatus until 1/7/26: In this study we will look at things that exist in our world that
science and culture either struggle to explain or explains wrongly. Then we will Look to
Scripture to see what our Lord has to say, realizing that not all things will be completely
explained or understood this side of eternity. The subjects we will look at are: Miracles,
Mystical Experiences, Near Death Experiences, Demons, and Angles.
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|| Bi ble Studies can be Zoomed from h
| l owship Hall f or a time of study and

2 Pastor Mark Pretznow



Monday Women's Bible Study

Starting November 24t h, we
study of the book of Matt he

Gospel of Matthew, we wil/l
full accounting Matthew gi\
par abslaggss,ngs, and teachings
speci al note of the promi sc¢
coming again to reign eter:H
struggles I n this |i1fe, we
surmaemd certain hope 1 n our

GOD'S WORD FOR TODAYe—rt
. W e M Gy

A Ve NONATTHEW

His Kingdom Forever

Come and joi.
you can.

Pastor Hensll

e Parables e Discipleship  Judgment Day
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LWML Ladies Christmas Dinner
December 9th, 2025

Come and have a fun time with us in fellowship with

LOG sisters! We will have it at Country Carriage Swartz

Creek at 5:30pm. Our ladies will be collecting socks

donations for FAM. Any questions please any of the

LWML ladies. -
’
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President’s Column
By Pastor Paul Clark
It’s like comparing apples with oysters.

You may be thinking, “Wait a minute, Pastor! | think you meant “comparing apples with oranges.” We use that phrase
when comparing two things that are in different categories and should not be equated. But if you look into the origin
of the phrase, you will find that it compared apples with oysters. The American Heritage Dictionary says, “This
metaphor for dissimilarity began as apples and oysters, which appears in John Ray’s proverb collection of 1670, with
the phrase “as like as an apple to an oyster.” It may date back to 1594 to William Shakespeare, in The Taming of the
Shrew, where Tranio says, “He is my father, sir, and sooth to say, in countenance somewhat doth resemble you.” To
which Biondello replies, “As much as an apple doth to an oyster.”

Whether apples and oysters or apples and oranges --- what’s my point?

This past week Pope Leo said, "Someone who says 'I'm against abortion but says | am in favor of the death penalty’
is not really pro-life. Someone who says that 'I'm against abortion, but I'm in agreement with the inhuman
treatment of immigrants in the United States," | don't know if that's pro-life."

| can’t let that one slide by without rebuke. He’s wrong. Comparing abortion with capital punishment, or with

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: immigration policy, is like comparing apples with oysters.
2 - Board Members,
Thank You Abortion is the killing of an unborn baby, the extermination of a new life, fully human, and

innocent of any wrongdoing. One of the things God hates, according to Proverbs 6:17, are
“hands that shed innocent blood.” Innocent blood certainly describes a tiny unborn child
4-5 — Abortion Pills who is slaughtered before he or she has the chance to be born. That baby, whom God “knitted
5 — Loving Arms Report together” in the mother’s womb, is “fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139). Our Lord
and Savior Jesus loves the little children. He warned of great judgment against anyone who

3-4 — President’s Column

6 — What's Happening in

Michigan? deliberately sought to harm them or who would try to prevent them from coming to Him.
7 - Legislative Report Capital Punishment is an act by which the governing authorities, who wield the power of the

sword according to Romans 13, put to death a guilty criminal, who has taken the life of
another human being, thus forfeiting his own. The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod states
the position that “capital punishment is in accord with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
13 — House of Refuge Confessions.” This is based on HOLY SCRIPTURE: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man
14-17 — Resources shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.” (Genesis 9:6) This is not to
be an act of personal vengeance, but an act of government who in fulfilling their duty to
punish the wicked and protect the innocent, may impose capital punishment. “For he (the
government) is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries (continued p.3)

8-9 — Essay Contest
10-12 — Upcoming Events

18-19 - How to Give

20 — In the Next Issue,
Quotes




out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:4)
So, comparing capital punishment with abortion is, indeed, like comparing apples with oysters.

But what was truly offensive about the Pope’s statement was that he said that those who are against abortion but in favor
of the death penalty are not really pro-life. In doing so, he is watering down the malevolent horror of abortion by equating
it with other issues in which we have the freedom within the boundaries of God’s Word to debate. Shame on him.

Now as Lutherans, we adhere to the teaching of Scripture alone. We do not recognize the authority of the Pope. But here
is why | am particularly incensed over what he said: He is burdening those who are members of the Roman Catholic Church
by telling them that they are not truly pro-life IF they do not agree with him on capital punishment, despite what Scripture
says to the contrary. | have many dear Catholic friends that | know support the Right To Life and are actively fighting for
the lives of our innocent unborn children, but now this throws an additional weight upon their shoulders, one that is NOT
backed by Holy Scripture. They are being told that they must be against the death penalty or else they are hypocrites and
not truly pro-life at all. That is abominably wrong.

Now it is true that, though the Bible allows capital punishment, it does not mandate capital punishment. It leaves it up to
the State, that is, the governing authorities. In our Republic, represented by those whom we the people elect to office,
we have the freedom to decide, through our legislative process, whether we wish to have capital punishment or not.
Unlike with abortion, which is unquestionably the willful butchery of an innocent baby, we can debate the pros and cons
of capital punishment. For example, if a state does have capital punishment, we would certainly want to ensure that it is
applied justly, after a fair trial and conclusive evidence, so that an innocent person might not be mistakenly convicted and
put to death.

The point is not that we MUST have capital punishment, it is that we CAN have capital punishment. But abortion IS and
ALWAYS IS the deliberate killing of an unborn baby human being who has done no wrong and has no opportunity to
speak in his or her own defense. So, yes, you can be against abortion but still support the death penalty and be pro-
life. Don’t compare apples with oysters.

What of the other part of the Pope’s statement, when he said, “Someone who says that ‘I'm against abortion, but I'm in
agreement with the inhuman treatment of immigrants in the United States," | don't know if that's pro-life.”

THAT is most emphatically comparing apples with oysters. Think about this: The intended result for every abortion is the
death of a baby. Even in a botched abortion where the baby is born alive, the radical abortion advocates demand that it
be abandoned and left to die.

No one — at least no one | know — advocates hunting down for the purpose of killing illegal immigrants. We may have
differing views on how to best enforce immigration law, protect our border, and deporting those who broke the laws of
our nation in coming illegally in the first place, but we can reasonably disagree on the details. But whichever position we
take, the intended result is NOT to willfully and deliberately kill them, as it IS in an abortion. The intent is to enforce the
laws, punish those who break the law, , and protect innocent citizens. That is what Romans 13 says that government is
supposed to do. It may indeed happen, that in the process of enforcing the laws of the land, people may be imprisoned
or even deported. The government is engaging in its God-given duty to pass and enforce laws, and to punish those who
break those laws. Remember - the willful intent for every abortion is ALWAYS to produce a dead baby. The willful intent
of enforcing immigration policy is NOT to produce a dead illegal immigrant, but to dutifully protect the nation’s citizens.

This statement of the Pope could not go unchallenged. As President of Lutherans For Life of Michigan, as a pastor who is
tied squarely to God’s Word, as a pro-life citizen, as an advocate for the unborn — I cannot remain silent. The Pope is
wrong. You can be against abortion and support the death penalty and still be pro-life. You can be (continued p.4)
against abortion and yet back the closing of the border and the removal of those who have come into our country illegally
- especially those who are gang members and violent offenders, rapists, child sex traffickers, and so forth. Supporting the
enforcement of immigration policy does not disqualify you from being pro-life.

The foundation of our faith is Jesus Christ. Our infallible source of truth and doctrine is the Holy Word of God - Sola
Scriptura - Scripture alone! It is not the fallible words of popes, or the crooked and corrupt wisdom of fallen man. Lord,
keep us steadfast in Your Word! Amen.



Fell owship
Pl ease sign t
you wi || find
pass i1t on to
I n your pew.
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Dat e Greeters Gatekeeper
Communi on
Sunday Mike Green Ron Jonas, Jeanne Elliott
November 23 Joanne Glann, Brian Tretheway
10:00 am
Wednesday Cindy Goodall Joanne Glann, Jeanne Elliott
November 26 Ron Jonas, Steve Faculak
7:00 pm
Sunday Carey Onore No Communion
November 30
10:00 am
Wednesday Mike Green No Communion
December 3
7:00 pm
El der Schedful e
Date Time Elder
Sunday 10:00 am Kurt Nelson, Gerald Prosch
November 23
Wednesday 7:00 pm Erv Glann, Gerald Prosch
November 26
Sunday 10:00 am Gerald Prosch
November 30
Wednesday 7:00 pm Kurt Nelson
December 3
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A WORD ABOUT HRIEN®FFOLLECTED AT L
God has provided each of us with what we need and more than we
need. As Stewards (Managers) of His gracious gifts He calls us to
give back to Him a portion to support the ministry of our Church.

Yet we do not want to guilt people, especially visitors, into giving by
passing the Offering Plate during the Worship Service. Instead we

ask that you fulfill this obligation by dropping off your Offering

Envelopes in the Offering Box located in the Narthex as you enter or
leave the Sanctuary, by mailing us your envelope, or by using the

link for online giving found on our website:
http://www.lambofgodlutheranflint.com.
Also available Google Pay.




Gr i _ef  Svill pethading our group
classes, every second and fourth Sunday
after service.

Join us for support and
companionship as we
recollect on our losses
and daily

1ssues with our grief.
All are welcome to attend!!!

We are i n need of Vol un
Host a Sunday Fell ows
You would plan, purchase, set up and clean
up. You can make, or buy treats.

(Entenmann's Outlet store 1s a great resource).

We suggest one to two
families/individuals for each Sunday.
A sign-up sheet 1s on the bulletin board

in the Fellowship Hall. 1
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Midweek Advent Sermon Series:
Wednesdays beginning 12/03/25
t
b
|
a s

Every Heart Prepare.
t
e
N
u
N
Advent Dinner:5-6:30 PM

Worship 7:00 PM
S
a
S

o o0
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advenrt dirrer

Advent Dinners
Come and join us from 5-6:30PM
for delicious food and fellowship
before our advent mid-week
Services.

s Wednesday December 3rd 2025
Chicken & Dumplings with
Salad

7 Wednesday December 10th
2025 Potluck Bring Your
Favorite Dish to Pass (Sign up
Sheet on Fellowship Board)

7 Wednesday December 17th
2025 Cheesy Potato Soup with
Salad

13
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Our Quilting Ladies
fruits of their | abo
They are there so everyone who wishes to

may purchase a quilt as a gift to someone
special or to decorate their homes with. Each
one was made with LOVE and may be
purchased by talking with Karen Jonas or

any of the Quilt Ladies! They do accept cash

or check.
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FRANKLIN AVENUF

MISSION

| dor o e B |

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son” jonn3:16

At this blessed time of year. Please join with us to celebrate our Savior’s birth and share
the good news with community members of Flint’s East Side. We can best do this by
providing Christmas gifts for those families who would otherwise go without.

Here is how the sharing ornaments work:

Donors please remove an ornament, print your name on the one marked "church
ornament", cut the ribbon and place church ornament in box provided

Donors take the ornament marked ‘donor’ and return with unwrapped gift to your church
with ornament attached by 12/7/2025

For ornaments marked "Sponsor" please complete a check and return in an envelope,

with ornament attached, to your church by 12/7/2025
Thank you for blessing us and all God’s people.
Quick look for ornaments:

A green dot are gifts for children —clothes or a
Toy - (please around $20 or less)

A blue dot is a Sponsor ornament — Write a check and
FAM associates will do the shopping

A Yellow dot is for Bethlehem Market happening 12/16
and 12/18 where Children spend FAM bucks to buy
small gifts for their parents/family

o An orange dot is for our 2 Annual Adult Christmas Market
items where adults that missed child sign up can shop
free for toys for their children, some clothes and adult gifts

o e Ared dot helps with Franklin Avenue Mission needs, Mercy House needs
| orMedical clinic need

A pink dot helps our Marketplace customers feel special at Christmas
with extra items in our Client Choice Pantry in partnership with the Food Bank

15



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Next year in June 2026 the Synod will elect a new Synodical President, Vice President,
and Regional Vice President. Nominations from our congregation for these positions must
be submitted by Wednesday, February 18th, 2026. Here are the positions in detail.

« Synodical President: Chief ecclesiastical officer of the Synod who is to supervise
the doctrine taught and practiced in the Synod and has ecclesiastical supervision of
all officers and agencies of the Synod, it's districts and their presidents. He
represents the Synod in contacts with partner churches and other church bodies.
He exercises oversight to see that officers, executives, and agencies act in
accordance with the Constitution, Bylaws, and resolutions of the Synod, and
performs other ecclesiastical and administrative duties and responsibilities related
to conventions, districts, district presidents, commissions, boards, agencies,
entities, and officers of the Synod.

- First Vice-President: An elected advisor and assistant to the President, assists the
President in discharging his responsibilities and represents him. He assumes the
presidency if the office is vacated and performs the President's duties in a time of
temporary incapacity. He also chairs the colloquy committees for pastoral and
commissioned ministry, and performs other duties as assigned.

- Great Lakes Regional Vice President: Fulfills duties assigned on a part-time basis
and stand, as ordered by the convention, in a line of succession the the First Vice-
Presidency and Presidency of the Synod. He must reside in the Great Lakes region
(Michigan District, Wisconsin District, East lllinois District) as of February 18th, 2026
and throughout his service. (See attached map)

All nominees must be rostered ministers of religion-ordained of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and voting members of congregations thereof. You may consult this online
Synodical Church Worker locator: locator.lcms.org or consult a copy of the Lutheran
Annual available in the Church Office or from Pastor Mark.

Our congregation can submit up to two names for each of the above positions. Please
email your nomination to lambofgodflint@gmail.com or Council President Tom
Hansen: hansenthomas560@gmail.com

Pagtor Mark Pretznow



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Districts and Regions

West-Southwest East-Southeast Central
Region Region Region
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Great Plains
Region

Great Lakes
Region

sographically located
> and Quebec, Canada

‘icts (SELC and English) \

approved version: 11/17/2016
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Our Michigan District President, Rev. David Davis is
challenging all of us to take up a regular habit of reading
through the Bible daily in 2025, along with weekly Bible
Study. There are two reading plans available for you to pick up
and take home on the table outside of Pastor Mark’s office.
Below is the first weeks’ worth of readings from the Crafted By
Truth plan shared by the Mi. District Office and the one year
Chronological plan. Please join me in reading through the Bible

during 2025.
Day 330 |Hebrews 8-9 Ezekiel 42-44
Day 331 |Hebrews 10:1-18 Ezekiel 45-48
Day 332  |Hebrews 10:19-39 Daniel 1-3
Day 333  |Hebrews 11 Daniel 4-6
Day 334  |Hebrews 12 Daniel 7-9
Day 335  |Proverbs 29 Psalm 133-136
Day 336 |Off
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