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President’s Column
By Pastor Paul Clark
It’s like comparing apples with oysters.

You may be thinking, “Wait a minute, Pastor! | think you meant “comparing apples with oranges.” We use that phrase
when comparing two things that are in different categories and should not be equated. But if you look into the origin
of the phrase, you will find that it compared apples with oysters. The American Heritage Dictionary says, “This
metaphor for dissimilarity began as apples and oysters, which appears in John Ray’s proverb collection of 1670, with
the phrase “as like as an apple to an oyster.” It may date back to 1594 to William Shakespeare, in The Taming of the
Shrew, where Tranio says, “He is my father, sir, and sooth to say, in countenance somewhat doth resemble you.” To
which Biondello replies, “As much as an apple doth to an oyster.”

Whether apples and oysters or apples and oranges --- what’s my point?

This past week Pope Leo said, "Someone who says 'I'm against abortion but says | am in favor of the death penalty’
is not really pro-life. Someone who says that 'I'm against abortion, but I'm in agreement with the inhuman
treatment of immigrants in the United States," | don't know if that's pro-life."

| can’t let that one slide by without rebuke. He’s wrong. Comparing abortion with capital punishment, or with

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: immigration policy, is like comparing apples with oysters.
2 - Board Members,
Thank You Abortion is the killing of an unborn baby, the extermination of a new life, fully human, and

innocent of any wrongdoing. One of the things God hates, according to Proverbs 6:17, are
“hands that shed innocent blood.” Innocent blood certainly describes a tiny unborn child
4-5 — Abortion Pills who is slaughtered before he or she has the chance to be born. That baby, whom God “knitted
5 — Loving Arms Report together” in the mother’s womb, is “fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139). Our Lord
and Savior Jesus loves the little children. He warned of great judgment against anyone who

3-4 — President’s Column

6 — What's Happening in

Michigan? deliberately sought to harm them or who would try to prevent them from coming to Him.
7 - Legislative Report Capital Punishment is an act by which the governing authorities, who wield the power of the

sword according to Romans 13, put to death a guilty criminal, who has taken the life of
another human being, thus forfeiting his own. The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod states
the position that “capital punishment is in accord with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
13 — House of Refuge Confessions.” This is based on HOLY SCRIPTURE: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man
14-17 — Resources shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.” (Genesis 9:6) This is not to
be an act of personal vengeance, but an act of government who in fulfilling their duty to
punish the wicked and protect the innocent, may impose capital punishment. “For he (the
government) is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries (continued p.3)

8-9 — Essay Contest
10-12 — Upcoming Events

18-19 - How to Give

20 — In the Next Issue,
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out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:4)
So, comparing capital punishment with abortion is, indeed, like comparing apples with oysters.

But what was truly offensive about the Pope’s statement was that he said that those who are against abortion but in favor
of the death penalty are not really pro-life. In doing so, he is watering down the malevolent horror of abortion by equating
it with other issues in which we have the freedom within the boundaries of God’s Word to debate. Shame on him.

Now as Lutherans, we adhere to the teaching of Scripture alone. We do not recognize the authority of the Pope. But here
is why | am particularly incensed over what he said: He is burdening those who are members of the Roman Catholic Church
by telling them that they are not truly pro-life IF they do not agree with him on capital punishment, despite what Scripture
says to the contrary. | have many dear Catholic friends that | know support the Right To Life and are actively fighting for
the lives of our innocent unborn children, but now this throws an additional weight upon their shoulders, one that is NOT
backed by Holy Scripture. They are being told that they must be against the death penalty or else they are hypocrites and
not truly pro-life at all. That is abominably wrong.

Now it is true that, though the Bible allows capital punishment, it does not mandate capital punishment. It leaves it up to
the State, that is, the governing authorities. In our Republic, represented by those whom we the people elect to office,
we have the freedom to decide, through our legislative process, whether we wish to have capital punishment or not.
Unlike with abortion, which is unquestionably the willful butchery of an innocent baby, we can debate the pros and cons
of capital punishment. For example, if a state does have capital punishment, we would certainly want to ensure that it is
applied justly, after a fair trial and conclusive evidence, so that an innocent person might not be mistakenly convicted and
put to death.

The point is not that we MUST have capital punishment, it is that we CAN have capital punishment. But abortion IS and
ALWAYS IS the deliberate killing of an unborn baby human being who has done no wrong and has no opportunity to
speak in his or her own defense. So, yes, you can be against abortion but still support the death penalty and be pro-
life. Don’t compare apples with oysters.

What of the other part of the Pope’s statement, when he said, “Someone who says that ‘I'm against abortion, but I'm in
agreement with the inhuman treatment of immigrants in the United States," | don't know if that's pro-life.”

THAT is most emphatically comparing apples with oysters. Think about this: The intended result for every abortion is the
death of a baby. Even in a botched abortion where the baby is born alive, the radical abortion advocates demand that it
be abandoned and left to die.

No one — at least no one | know — advocates hunting down for the purpose of killing illegal immigrants. We may have
differing views on how to best enforce immigration law, protect our border, and deporting those who broke the laws of
our nation in coming illegally in the first place, but we can reasonably disagree on the details. But whichever position we
take, the intended result is NOT to willfully and deliberately kill them, as it IS in an abortion. The intent is to enforce the
laws, punish those who break the law, , and protect innocent citizens. That is what Romans 13 says that government is
supposed to do. It may indeed happen, that in the process of enforcing the laws of the land, people may be imprisoned
or even deported. The government is engaging in its God-given duty to pass and enforce laws, and to punish those who
break those laws. Remember - the willful intent for every abortion is ALWAYS to produce a dead baby. The willful intent
of enforcing immigration policy is NOT to produce a dead illegal immigrant, but to dutifully protect the nation’s citizens.

This statement of the Pope could not go unchallenged. As President of Lutherans For Life of Michigan, as a pastor who is
tied squarely to God’s Word, as a pro-life citizen, as an advocate for the unborn — I cannot remain silent. The Pope is
wrong. You can be against abortion and support the death penalty and still be pro-life. You can be (continued p.4)
against abortion and yet back the closing of the border and the removal of those who have come into our country illegally
- especially those who are gang members and violent offenders, rapists, child sex traffickers, and so forth. Supporting the
enforcement of immigration policy does not disqualify you from being pro-life.

The foundation of our faith is Jesus Christ. Our infallible source of truth and doctrine is the Holy Word of God - Sola
Scriptura - Scripture alone! It is not the fallible words of popes, or the crooked and corrupt wisdom of fallen man. Lord,
keep us steadfast in Your Word! Amen.
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Christmas Eve Schedule
Wednesday December 24, 2025

3:00 PM

Divine Worship Service

with Communion
Sermon: Luke 2:1-10
“Wrapped Presents”

10:00 PM

Divine Worship Service
Choral Cantata with
Candle Lighting




Order vour Poinsettiads Sc
We would | ove to give our
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Food

Mac & Cheese 10
Canned Raw Spag. 22
Boxes of Cereal 20
Crackers 5

Dry Milk 2

Zip Lock Bags 2pks.
Tuna Packs 7

Jello 12

Pudding 4

Stove Top Stuffing 2
Rice Mix 2

Instant Potato 2
Brownie Mix 1
Popcorn 1

Spaghetti Noodles 1
Canned Corn 12
Canned Greed Beans 10
Powder Breakfast 1
Jelly 3

Dry Soup Mix 1

FRANKLIN AVENUE

S heanido Sfoue

For Our Franklin Ave Mission Donations

Hygiene

Poise 1pk.

Toothpaste 2
Toothbrush 1

Composition Boxes 2

Folders 8

Calendars 40

Clothes
Coat 1
Hoodie 1
Sweatpants 1
Sweater 1
Shirts 12

Pants 1

Bag of Coffee 1
Noodle Cups 2
Bag of Pecans 1
Box of Pizza Crust 1
Spinach 1
Can of Beans 12
Applesauce 4
Beets 1
Lima Beans 1
Peanut Butter 6

Salad Dressing 1

Tomato Sauce 4
Spaghetti Sauce 2
Ketchup 2
Mayonnaise 4
Gravy 6
Soup 15
Can of Manwich 1
Cooking Oil 2
Can of Chicken 7
Can of Tuna 5

Iced Tea 1

CLOTH
DONATIONS e

MISSION
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Next year in June 2026 the Synod will elect a new Synodical President, Vice President,
and Regional Vice President. Nominations from our congregation for these positions must
be submitted by Wednesday, February 18th, 2026. Here are the positions in detail.

« Synodical President: Chief ecclesiastical officer of the Synod who is to supervise
the doctrine taught and practiced in the Synod and has ecclesiastical supervision of
all officers and agencies of the Synod, it's districts and their presidents. He
represents the Synod in contacts with partner churches and other church bodies.
He exercises oversight to see that officers, executives, and agencies act in
accordance with the Constitution, Bylaws, and resolutions of the Synod, and
performs other ecclesiastical and administrative duties and responsibilities related
to conventions, districts, district presidents, commissions, boards, agencies,
entities, and officers of the Synod.

- First Vice-President: An elected advisor and assistant to the President, assists the
President in discharging his responsibilities and represents him. He assumes the
presidency if the office is vacated and performs the President's duties in a time of
temporary incapacity. He also chairs the colloquy committees for pastoral and
commissioned ministry, and performs other duties as assigned.

- Great Lakes Regional Vice President: Fulfills duties assigned on a part-time basis
and stand, as ordered by the convention, in a line of succession the the First Vice-
Presidency and Presidency of the Synod. He must reside in the Great Lakes region
(Michigan District, Wisconsin District, East lllinois District) as of February 18th, 2026
and throughout his service. (See attached map)

All nominees must be rostered ministers of religion-ordained of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and voting members of congregations thereof. You may consult this online
Synodical Church Worker locator: locator.lcms.org or consult a copy of the Lutheran
Annual available in the Church Office or from Pastor Mark.

Our congregation can submit up to two names for each of the above positions. Please
email your nomination to lambofgodflint@gmail.com or Council President Tom
Hansen: hansenthomas560@gmail.com

Pagtor Mark Pretznow



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Districts and Regions

West-Southwest East-Southeast Central
Region Region Region

Great Plains
Region

Great Lakes
Region

icts (SELC and English)
sographically located

> and Quebec, Canada

approved version: 11/17/2016
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Pastor Mark Pretznow
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% Michigan District, LCMS presents the
T’@ Congregational Ministry Summit
A Conference for Church Members and Workers

St. Lorenz Worship & Event Center, Frankenmuth, Mich.
g January 31, 2026 | michigandistrict.org/cms26
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