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Yard Crew Volunteers
Fundraiser Dinner Saturday, May 16", 2026

at 6:00 PM. Tickets are available to purchase.
The cost will be $15 for the dinner and $1 for
the lamp raffle. You may purchase dinner
tickets from any Yard Crew Member, Elder or
in the church office. Raffle tickets will also be
sold in the church office. Come and join us for
food, fun and fellowship with your fellow

brothers and sisters in Christ.
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NOTES April 2026

SERVING THE LORD IN THE DINER IN APRIL
March 31, April 2 - St. Mark, Pilgrim, United in Christ
April 7,9 - St. Lorenz, St. Michael

April 14,16 — Messiah, St. Martin

April 21,23 - Trinity — F, New Life, Lamb of God

April 28,30 - St. Paul - L, Trinity - D, St. Timothy

JOIN US AT THE CROSS AND EMPTY TOMB

Maunday Thursday April 2 - 3:00pm service at Franklin Avenue
Good Friday April 3 at 1:00pm at St. Mark Flint

Easter Sunday April 5 worship service Franklin Avenue 2:00pm
Easter Sunday April 5 - Easter dinner and Easter egg hunt following service at the
mission.

Tuesday, April 7, - Easter baskets for all children 16 and younger that are pre-registered
only. Baskets distributed after dinner. Call 810-285-9598.

HELP NEEDED

Looking for volunteers to man a table for our Spring Farmers Market at
FAM for community members. We are looking to distribute fresh fruits and
vegetables, plants, seeds, some dairy, bread and other goodies to
community members. If weather permits the market is planned for the
Franklin Avenue parking lot, if not the diner will be transformed. Mark your
calendars, we could use some help. Tuesday April 28 1:00pm-4:00pm

JOIN IN ON THE CELEBRATION! WE ARE TEN YEARS OLD!

CALLING ALL MEMORIES!!

We would like to assemble as many pictures and memories from the years since Franklin
Avenue Mission first began. Were you a part of it? Know someone that was? We need
names of volunteers and contributors that have helped FAM continue the mission to be
the hands, feet, face and voice of Jesus on Flint’s Eastside. Call 810-285-8598 or email
Shannon@franklinavemission .org.



Saturday, April 25, 2026 Michigan District is hosting a potential donor tour of Franklin
Avenue Mission - call District or 810-285-9598 for more information.

Saturday, June 20 2026, from 2-4 the sounds of praise to the Lord will be pumping out
from FAM with FAMFest now with a community BBQ.

Saturday, August 22, 2026 - Join us for the 10" Annual Devoted Fellowship Golf Outing -
10 year birthday celebration now at Willow Brook Golf Course & Restaurant in Byron
Michigan! Same fun and more, new place!

Saturday September 26 , 2026 10™ Anniversary Brunch for Supporters - District, Church,
Staff, Volunteers past and present. Starting at 10am in the diner. EVERYONE WELCOME!
Please call 810-285-9598 to reserve, SAVE THE DATE!

HELP US WITH SPRING CLEANING

FAM annually provides cleaning supplies in May to community members in need. Supplies include pails,
mops, brooms, Fabuloso, Windex, Scrubbies, paper towels and handiwipes. Please contact Audrey or
Shannon in the office to sign up. We distribute approximately 60 cleaning sets. Supplies need to be at
FAM by the end of April please.

FRANKLIN AVENUE

MISSION

WILL YOU CONSIDER?

I:l Praying for the Family of Sarah Tye and Dr. Bovier’s team. Sarah was called home to Jesus
Wednesday, March 11, 2026

]:l Praying for the Mission celebrating 10 years in 2026, its ministries, staff and volunteers

|:| Volunteering at events, the Market Place, the Diner, the Medical Clinic, Taking Jesus to the Streets,
FAMily Fest.

l:l Donating money and or/your Thrivent action team card for Foodbank purchases, personals, clothes
closet and special events

I:] Donating to help with operational costs to keep FAM running

|___| Donating to help us keep Mother and Children’s home, Mercy House, operating

I:I Praying for Dr. Bovier and Staff, and our new nurse extending medical hours to Tuesdays in 2026

FAM’s QR code - visit our website

13
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For the Pastor and Leaders of Lamb of God, Flint:

Michigan District

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

People of Hope ... Vigorously Making Known the Love of Christ

Thank you for your partnership in Jesus as people of hope here in the Michigan District.

DISTRICT WIDE EVERY CONGREGATION VISIT

| am glad to announce that over the next three years we are going to have a coordinated visit of
every congregation in the District. The point of the visit is to build relationships and
encouragement in our shared ministry in the Gospel.

WHAT AND WHO IT IS

Shortly, you should be contacted by the person who will be visiting with you. This is either your
Circuit Visitor, a Vice President, or myself. The visit will consist of one meeting with
congregational leaders and another dinner meeting with the pastor and the visitor. The person
visiting you will give you more detail. This should all take place within the next four months.

GETTING STARTED

In the meantime, | would like to encourage you to complete a survey provided by the LCMS that
will assist you in assessing where your congregation is relative to vitality. The tool is called the
Congregational Assessment of Development/Decline Status (CADDS) and can be accessed by

sending an email to Megan Welch at WOR@Icms.org.

CADDS will help you think through your congregation’s sustainability, adaptability, and its
balance between outward and inward focus. Taking this survey soon will be a good basis for
conversation for your meeting with your visitor. Did | mention this is free?

JUST LIKE JESUS PRAYED
“Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as
we are one” (John 17:11b ESV).

AND THANK YOU
Don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions. Thank you and your entire

congregation for your partnership in the Gospel.

\ s
.
3773 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105-3098
Phone: 734.665.3791 | Toll Free: 888.225.2111 | Fax: 734.665.0255 | michigandistrict.org | facebook.com/milems | x.com/milcms



M GENERAL NEWS

Open Doors has released its 2026 World
Watch List, its annual ranking of the 50
countries where Christians face the most
extreme persecution. According to the
numbers, 2in 5 Christians are persecuted

in Asia, 1in 5 Christians are persecuted in
Africa, and 1in 7 Christians are persecuted
worldwide. Open Doors reports that 4,849
Christians were martyred for their faith in
2025, with 93% of those deaths occurring in
sub-Saharan Africa, and 224,129 Christians
were forced to leave their homes due to violent
persecution. Numbers for both Christian
martyrdom and the displacement of Christians
are up from 2024.. We pray for our brothers
and sisters around the world who face real and
imminent danger due to their faith in Christ.

Protests erupted throughout Iran on Dec. 28
when the Iranian currency plummeted to
record lows. The government, which is hostile
to Christianity, responded with violence

and massacre: According to data from the
Human Rights Activists News Agency, 6,221
people have been killed as of late January.
The number may be higher — it has been
difficult to tally due to misinformation from
the Iranian government and the internet
blackout it implemented in the country. The
Rev. Dr. Christian Tiews, LCMS missionary to
Germany who works with Iranian Lutherans
living there, shared on social media: “Many
of our parishioners have relatives or friends

back home who have been seriously
wounded or killed by the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps. Some
of the victims were Christians. ...
The ultimate hope of the Iranian
people lies ... in the one King who

is not of this world, our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Our people
know this. At the same time, they
still mourn those who have been
slaughtered. We missionaries and
pastors are privileged to stand
alongside them — rejoicing in times
of rejoicing, and weeping with them
right now — in a time of fear and
extreme sorrow for Iranians the
world over.”

In early January, the Trump
administration, which through the
Department of Health and Human
Services had been withholding
funds from Planned Parenthood,
quietly released tens of millions

of dollars in Title X funding to the
organization. The move came
under pressure of a lawsuit from
the American Civil Liberties Union.
The administration is currently
defending even larger cuts to
Planned Parenthood funding that
were made in summer 2025 when
Congress voted to axe hundreds of

millions of federal Medicaid funds,
though lawmakers would need to
pass another law in order to extend
that cut beyond this summer.

In what has been described

as social media’s “big tobacco
moment,” major platforms are
being sued for intentionally
creating addictive products.
Plaintiffs allege that features such
as infinite scroll and “streaks”

on Snapchat are designed to be
addictive, especially to children,
causing physical and emotional
harm such as anxiety, depression,
body dysmorphia, self-harm

and risk of suicide. Although
Snapchat and TikTok have reached
undisclosed settlements, defendants
Meta and YouTube will likely argue
that social media addiction does not
have a clinical basis or that it cannot
be proved that social media “caused”
these damages. If the plaintiff
prevails, companies could be
required to pay damages or change
their platform design.

DO YOU HAVE NEWS YOU WOULD

LIKE TO SEE IN THE SNIPPETS?

Please submit your news items as a letter
to the editor at witness.lcms.org/contact.

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS / 7 / MARCH
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