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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
19th Sunday after  

Pentecost:  
Proper 22 

 
October 8, 2023 

 
Divine Service V 

 
Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C and also with you 
  
P Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow          

worshipers. 3 
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544 O Love, How Deep     sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 

Tune: English, 15th cent. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation       LSB 213 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins      LSB 213 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your         
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution        LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit 

P Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 

P The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 

C This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

C Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 
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544 O Love, How Deep     sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 

Tune: English, 15th cent. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of  
sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject 
Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Lesson:     Isaiah 5:1-7 
1Let me sing for my beloved 

 my love song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

 on a very fertile hill. 
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

 and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

 but it yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 

 and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more was there to do for my vineyard, 

 that I have not done in it? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

 why did it yield wild grapes? 

5And now I will tell you 

 what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

 and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it shall be trampled down. 
6I will make it a waste; 

 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

 and briers and thorns shall grow up; 

I will also command the clouds 

 that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
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 is the house of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 

 are his pleasant planting; 

and he looked for justice, 

 but behold, bloodshed; 

for righteousness, 

 but behold, an outcry! 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
   

Epistle Lesson:      Philippians 3:4b-14 
 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the 

flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, 

a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to              

righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power 

of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him 

in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the            

resurrection from the dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained this or am already       

perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. 
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13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Holy Gospel:     Matthew 21:33-46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the      

twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master 
of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and 
dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, 
and went into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And 
they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them,    
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When therefore the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the fruits in their seasons.” 
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the    
Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone; 
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this was the Lord’s doing, 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44And the one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls 
on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his      
parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46And 
although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, 
because they held him to be a prophet. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
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568 If Your Beloved Son, O God 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 1–4): Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; (st. 5): Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 

1661, Braunschweig 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon: Matthew 21:37-44 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
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     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and      
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have joined 
us for worship this day. Those who would like to give an 
offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in the      
Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, mail 
their Offering Envelope in, or use our online giving   
portal from our website.   

 
Offering Verse: Philippians 3:8 

 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the          
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
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691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing  sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

 
Please be seated 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Church, the vineyard of the Lord’s planting, 

that by the sacrifice of Christ and the comfort of His 
Spirit, she may yield much fruit for His kingdom, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P …let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Merciful Lord, You sing the song of Your love over the 
vineyard of Your Church. Lift her united voice through 
Your Spirit, that she in turn would freely praise Your 
lavish grace and proclaim Your salvation beyond her 
walls; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Please stand as you are able 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 
Preface       LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 
God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever         
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give 
heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 
above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our            
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and 
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested 



to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He 
saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 
and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer      LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His 
command, and with His own words, we receive His  
testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord    LSB 217 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Sanctus       LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei        LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

 
Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of 
Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 
saying: 

 
Right Column 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
 The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 

your sins have been forgiven. 
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637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord   
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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644 The Church’s One Foundation                                
 A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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645 Built on the Rock                                                   
 A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
The Dismissal       LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all     
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your               
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus       LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

544 O Love, How Deep     sts. 5–7 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 

Tune: English, 15th cent. 
Text: Public domain 
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Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you 
  
P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has 

been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this 
day. In the same manner it has been shared with you, 
pour out His gifts upon those around you, to all who 
need to hear the Gospel from your lips and by the work 
of your hands. In doing so we serve in the world as His 
Church.  

 
Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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Fellowship Time 

 
All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to 
join us for refreshments and fellowship immediately       
following our worship services this morning.  Refresh-
ments will be served for those wishing to stay.  This is a 
good time to get to know one another – plan to stay if you 
can. 
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