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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
Reformation Day 

(Celebrated) 
 

October 29, 2023 
 

Divine Service III 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with a wave of your hand from 
where you sit. 
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657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation       LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us   
forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins      LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your         
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution        LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading     Psalm 46 (CSB) 
P 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
C a helper who is always found 

in times of trouble. 
  

P 2 Therefore we will not be afraid, 
though the earth trembles 

C and the mountains topple 
into the depths of the seas, 
  

P 3 though its waters roar and foam 
C and the mountains quake with its turmoil.  

  
P 4 There is a river — 

its streams delight the city of God, 
C the holy dwelling place of the Most High. 

  
P 5 God is within her; she will not be toppled. 
C God will help her when the morning dawns. 

  
P 6 Nations rage, kingdoms topple; 
C the earth melts when He lifts His voice. 

  
P 7 The LORD of Hosts is with us; 
C the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

  
P 8 Come, see the works of the LORD, 
C who brings devastation on the earth. 

  
P 9 He makes wars cease throughout the earth. 
C He shatters bows and cuts spears to pieces; 

He burns up the chariots. 
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P 10 “Stop your fighting, drop your hands, be still, and 
know that I am God, 

C exalted among the nations, exalted on the 
earth.” 

  
P 11 The LORD of Hosts is with us; 
C the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

Kyrie         LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit 
on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace 
and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 
defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church 
Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy   
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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The First Lesson:     Revelation 14:1-13 
 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, 

and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name   

written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven like the 

roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I 

heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3and they 

were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living 

creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except 

the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4It is these who 

have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is 

these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been     

redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and in 

their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an 

eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every     

nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud 

voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his      

judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, 

the sea and the springs of water.” 

 8Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is 

Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the 

passion of her sexual immorality.” 

 9And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a 

loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives 

a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he also will drink the wine 

of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he 

will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy   

angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11And the smoke of their  

torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
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these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives 

the mark of its name.” 

 12Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who 

keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 

 13And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed 

indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for 

their deeds follow them!” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson:      Romans 3:19-28 
 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, 

and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by 

works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness 

to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 

he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness 

at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 
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 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By 

what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 

law. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Alleluia       LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel:      John 8:31-36 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 

you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered 

him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved 

to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,       

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not 

remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
Children's Message 

 
Children-with their 
parent's permission,  
may depart for    
Children's Church 
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Video Hymn: 941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934, alt. 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text: Revelation 14:1-3 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    
giving portal from our website.   

 
 
Offering Verses:     John 8:31-32 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 

 
Offertory Anthem: 643 Sent Forth by God's Blessing  

Performed by the Hallelujah Ringers 
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Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Church, that God would deliver her from error 

and preserve in her the proclamation of the Gospel, and 
that all would fear You and give You glory, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
  
P Mighty Fortress, Rock of refuge, we give You thanks for 

all Your servants who have departed this life in faith. We 
especially bless You today for the great reformers of 
Your Church who call us back to the Gospel and to the 
righteousness we have in Christ alone. Keep us in       
fellowship with them and bring us at last to our heavenly 
home and the joy of seeing our Redeemer face to face; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface        LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and    
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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Sanctus        LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 

bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord     LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was       
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in                 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini       LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei       LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Please be seated 
Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and 
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Right Column      LSB 199 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
 The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
Table Dismissal 

P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all 
of your sins have been forgiven. 
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Video Hymn "Jesus Stand Among Us / Here Is Bread" 
Jesus stand among us 
At the meeting of our lives; 
Be our sweet agreement 
At the meeting of our eyes. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 
  

So to You we're gathering 
Out of each and every land; 
Christ the love between us 
At the joining of our hands. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 
  

Here is bread, here is wine  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
Break the bread, drink the wine  
Christ is with us here  
  

Here is grace, here is peace  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
Know his grace, find his peace  
Feast on Jesus here  
  

Chorus: 
In this bread there is healing  
In this cup there's life forever  
In this moment, by the Spirit 
Christ is with us here 
  

Here we are, joined in one  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
We'll proclaim, till he comes  
Jesus crucified 
  

Repeat Chorus                                                     Graham 

Kendrick  
Copyright © 1991 Make Way Music, 

www.grahamkendrick.co.uk 
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578 Thy Strong Word 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 
D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 
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392 God Loves Me Dearly 

 

 

 

 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite 

Tune: German 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal       LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Thanksgiving       LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation        LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus       LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction       LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be        
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
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657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you 
  
P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has 

been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. 
In the same manner it has been shared with you, pour out 
His gifts upon those around you, to all who need to hear 
the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. 
In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  
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Closing Peace 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 

Please stay for the Congregational 
Meeting After Worship, followed by our 
Chili Cookoff and Walk Thru Trick or 
Treating. 
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_________________________________________________ 

 
Fellowship Time 

 
All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to join 
us for refreshments and fellowship immediately following 
our worship services this morning.  Refreshments will be 
served for those wishing to stay.  This is a good time to get 
to know one another – plan to stay if you can. 
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