
 
Lamb Of God 

Lutheran Church 
October 15, 2023 



2 

Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
20th Sunday after  

Pentecost: Proper 23 
 

October 15, 2023 
 

Divine Service I 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with those worshipping around you. 
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830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord   sts. 1–3 
 

 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation       LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
 



5 

Confession of Sins      LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as    
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,    
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Absolution        LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His        
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading:     Psalm 23 (ESV) 

P The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

C He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

P He leads me beside still waters. 

C He restores my soul. 
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P He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name‟s sa-
ke. 

C Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

P your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

C You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies; 

P you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life, 

C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord      
forever. 
Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
Kyrie         LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their   
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast       LSB 155 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our        
salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of Your         
judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through    
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
Old Testament Lesson:     Isaiah 25:6-9 

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all  

peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all 

the earth, 

 for the Lord has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 

might save us. 

 This is the Lord; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Lesson:      Philippians 4:4-13 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let 

your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and   

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy 

of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and    

received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, 

but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in 

need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I 

know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 

every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Alleluia and Verse     LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the     
twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
  

 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a    

wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who 

were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
4Again he sent other servants, saying, „Tell those who are invited, 

See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 

been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 

feast.‟ 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated 

them shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he 

sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their 

city. 8Then he said to his servants, „The wedding feast is ready, 

but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main 

roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.‟ 10And 

those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom 

they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled 

with guests. 
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 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 

there a man who had no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, 

„Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?‟ And 

he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, „Bind 

him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.‟ 14For many are 

called, but few are chosen.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
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596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized sts. 1–2, 4–6 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
Sermon: Matthew 22:8-14 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the    
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 

P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
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mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    giv-
ing portal from our website.    

Offering Verse:      Philippians 4:6-7 
 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which    
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

Offertory        LSB 159 
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Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Heavenly King, Your Son, Jesus Christ, purchased the 
Church with His precious blood. Preserve her in the 
pure teaching of Your Word, in the right use of the   
Sacraments and in the unity of the faith. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P ...Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly King, give us such joy in pursuing what is 
true, just, pure and worthy of praise that, spurning the 
temptations of this world, we would suffer no anxiety. 
Let our trust be placed fully in Christ and let our hope 
rest in the life of the world to come; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       
forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Please stand as you are able 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface        LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and   
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
Sanctus        LSB 161 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was       
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 



He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in                 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we  
proclaim the Lord‟s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving 
us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us 
to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your          
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini      LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei       LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and 
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 
Right Column      LSB 164 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
 The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
Table Dismissal 

P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 
your sins have been forgiven. 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                         
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell‟s fierce pow‟rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 
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7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin‟s pow‟r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

D   8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
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6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 
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C Amen. 
 

 

 

Close of the Service 
 

Please Stand as you are able 
 

Thank the Lord       LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all      
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your                
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
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Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction       LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord   sts. 4–6 

 

 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and the Peace of  Christ Jesus, Your Savior, 
has been poured out upon you richly and abundantly 
this day. In the same manner as He has shared with you, 
pour out these gifts upon those around you who need to 
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hear the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your 
hands. In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  

 
Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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Fellowship Time 

 
All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to join 
us for refreshments and fellowship immediately following our 
worship services this morning.  Refreshments will be served 
for those wishing to stay.  This is a good time to get to know 
one another – plan to stay if you can. 
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