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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
The Epiphany of 

Our Lord 
 

January 8, 2023 
 

Divine Service III 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with a wave of your hand from 
where you sit. 
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397 As with Gladness Men of Old          sts. 1–2 
                       A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation       LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins      LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your         
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution        LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie         LSB 186 
 

 

 
 
 

Gloria in Excelsis      LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your 
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know 
You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your  
divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy    
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Old Testament Lesson:     Isaiah 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Lesson:      Ephesians 3:1-12 
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf 

of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship 

of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When 

you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other  

generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift 

of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 
8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was          

according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 

through our faith in him. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Alleluia       LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 

Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 

be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is  

written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and         

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he 

sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 

may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they 

went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 

rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where 

the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced               

exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw 



11 

the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to   

return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 

way. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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Children's Message 
 

Children-with their parent's permission, may depart for        
Children's Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon: Matthew 2:5-11 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    
giving portal from our website.   

 
Offering Verse:      Matthew 2:11 

 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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397 As with Gladness Men of Old               st. 3 
                  A Lamb of God Favorite

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For a right knowledge of Christ, that we would abandon 

the darkness of this world and embrace the joy of His 
heavenly light, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
  

P Hear and answer us, we pray, O Father, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface        LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 
foundation of the world You have made known to the 
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the       
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and    
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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Sanctus        LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer      LSB 241 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 

bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord     LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was       
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini       LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei        LSB 198 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and 
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Right Column      LSB 199 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all 

of your sins have been forgiven. 
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374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 

Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright                    
 A Lamb of God Favorite   
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 
Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 
 
6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 
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409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing  
Sung to the tune from #477 "Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven" 

 
1 Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing, 

    Father of our human race! 
Gentiles now, Your grace possessing, 
    In Your courts obtain a place. 
Grateful now, we fall before You, 
    In Your Church rejoice to live, 
See Your glory and adore You, 
    Thankful for the grace You give. 

 
2 Once far off but now invited, 

    We approach Your sacred throne, 
In Your covenant united, 
    Reconciled, redeemed, made one. 
Now revealed to eastern sages, 
    See the Star of Mercy shine, 
Myst’ry hid in former ages, 
    Myst’ry great of love divine. 

 
3 Hail, O all-inviting Savior! 

    Gentiles now their off’rings bring, 
In Your temples seek Your favor, 
    Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 
May we, body, soul, and spirit, 
    Live devoted to Your praise, 
Glorious realms of bliss inherit, 
    Grateful anthems ever raise. 

Text: Basil Woodd, 1760–1831, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal       LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able 
 

Thanksgiving       LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all     
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your               
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation        LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus       LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction       LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be        
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
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397 As with Gladness Men of Old         sts. 4–5 
               A Lamb of God Favorite

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you 
  
P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has 

been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. 
In the same manner it has been shared with you, pour out 
His gifts upon those around you, to all who need to hear 
the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. 
In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  

 
Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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 Sermon Notes 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
Fellowship Time 

 
All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to join 
us for refreshments and fellowship immediately following 
our worship services this morning.  Refreshments will be 
served for those wishing to stay.  This is a good time to get 
to know one another – plan to stay if you can. 
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