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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
 

February 5, 2023 
 

Divine Service V 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you 
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P Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow          
worshipers with a wave of your hand from where you sit. 

578 Thy Strong Word      sts. 1–2 
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation       LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
 

Confession of Sins      LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your         
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
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Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution        LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 

P Blessèd are you, O Lord; 

C teach me your statutes! 

P How can a young man keep his way pure? 

C By guarding it according to your word. 

P With my whole heart I seek you; 

C let me not wander from your commandments! 

P I have stored up your word in my heart, 

C that I might not sin against you. 

P Blessèd are you, O Lord; 

C teach me your statutes! 
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P With my lips I declare 
 all the just decrees of your mouth. 

C In the way of your testimonies I delight 
 as much as in all riches. 

P I will meditate on your precepts 

C and fix my eyes on your ways. 

P I will delight in your statutes; 

C I will not forget your word. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Blessèd are you, O Lord; 

C teach me your statutes! 
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Kyrie         LSB 186 

 

 
578 Thy Strong Word      sts. 3–4 

A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 

 P Let us pray. 
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the 
true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly 
grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

 
Old Testament Lesson:    Isaiah 58:3-9a 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no 

knowledge of it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own    

pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 
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Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Lesson:      1 Corinthians 12 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come       

proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or 
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wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in 

fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were 

not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom 

of men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is 

not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are 

doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden       wis-

dom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 

Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who 

knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is 

in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except 

the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand 

the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in words 

not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 

spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 

of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person 

judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16“For who 

has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we 

have the mind of Christ. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Holy Gospel:      Matthew 5:13-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt 

has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no    

longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 

under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill   

cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 

the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these             

commandments 

and teaches others 

to do the same 

will be called least 

in the kingdom of 

heaven, but who-

ever does them 
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and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heav-

en.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children's 
 Message 

646 Church of God, Elect and Glorious 
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Text: James Edward Seddon, 1915–83 

Tune: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907–92 
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Sermon: Matthew 5:13-20 
 "Being the Church in a Darkened Tasteless World" 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
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     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and     
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the             
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 

P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
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to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like to 
give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box in 
the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online     
giving portal from our website.   

 
Offering Verse     Matthew 5:16 

  
16...let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven. 
 

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952 

Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Almighty God, You delight to loose the bonds of    
wickedness and undo the straps of the heavy yoke, that 
freed from sin’s bondage, we may gladly receive Your 
blessings. Preserve us from the lie that You are a cruel 
oppressor, and give us thankful hearts to rejoice that 
You are the Giver of all good gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P ...Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, 
that delivered from the spirit of this world, we may hold 
fast in faith to what You freely give us; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
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You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and      
forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Preface        LSB 
216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 
Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
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mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may 
give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 
above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our for-
giveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 
thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us 
when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us 
from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. 
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, 
His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of 
His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all    glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the   Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer       LSB 241 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 
bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at 
His command, and with His own words, we receive 
His     testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord     LSB 
217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was        
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in  remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
Sanctus       LSB 195 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei       LSB 198 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Please be seated 
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Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood 
of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to re-
ceive, saying: 

 
Right Column 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 

P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all of 
your sins have been forgiven. 

 
623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray  

Sung to the tune from #883  
"All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night" 

 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
 That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 
2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

 
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 
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4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 
Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 
5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
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5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

 
6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
580 The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace  

Sung to the tune from #571  
"God So Loved the World So That He Gave" 

 
1 The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, 

Who sent His Son to save our race, 
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died 
That we might thus be justified. 

 
2 It sets the Lamb before our eyes, 

Who made the_atoning sacrifice, 
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed 
To come and find eternal rest. 

 
3 It brings the Savior’s righteousness 

To robe our souls in royal dress; 
From all our guilt it brings release 
And gives the troubled conscience peace. 
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4 It is the pow’r of God to save 

From sin and Satan and the grave; 
It works the faith which firmly clings 
To all the treasures which it brings. 

 
5 It bears to all the tidings glad 

And bids their hearts no more be sad; 
The weary, burdened souls it cheers 
And banishes their guilty fears. 

 
6 May we in faith its message learn 

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 
May we in faith its truth confess 
And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal      LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
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Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus      LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

578 Thy Strong Word     sts. 5–6 
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you 
  

P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has been 
poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. In the 
same manner it has been shared with you, pour out His 
gifts upon those around you, to all who need to hear the 
Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. In 
doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  

 
Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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We invite you to remain after Worship is over  


