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Lommunion Statement
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service

We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the Real
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion”
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all
participants should be in communion; sharing the same confession of
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as fellow family
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the beginning
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a
blessing with their arms folded in front of their chest, or remain
seated.

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service. Thank you for
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.

** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is
gluten free wafers.
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Divine Service IV

Third Sunday invAdvent

December 15, 2019

Fellowship Register

Please sign the register that you will find in the book holder
and pass it on to the others sitting in your pew. Guests are
invited to sign the register and please include your address.

Thank you.

Pre-Service Music
Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as able.

P)  The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
(The Peace of the Lord is given and received)
Longregation may be seated after Sharing the Peace.

Upening Hymn + [SF 546 vs | 57
A Lamb of bod Favorite

When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con-dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leapedin joy - ful meet - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor - dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
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He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:

Please stand, as able.

Invacation, Lonfession and Absolution

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You
are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him
in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us
our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name

of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

FPsalm 146
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God.
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORrD as long |as I live;

| will sing praises to my God while | have my

being.

Put not your trust in princes,

in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
When his breath departs he returns to the earth;

on that very day his plans perish.

Blessed is he whose help is the God of | Jacob, *
whose hope is in the LORD his God,



who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;

who executes justice for the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry.

The LorD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes
of the blind.
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The LoRb lifts up those who are bowed down; the
LoRrbD loves the righteous.

P) The Lorp watches over the sojourners; he upholds the
widow and the fatherless,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

P]  The Lorp will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the

LoRbD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie + [SB 157

(Al I peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation  let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A" Forthe peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

E

A - men.

utation and Lollect of the Day

Sal-

P}  The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P}  Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.
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I Lhildren’s Message

[l Testament Reading +  Isaiah 25/-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly

and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.



They shall see the glory of the LorD,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
%then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
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and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

)  This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music + WinlS
"9 Days Journey to Bethlehem”

Lpistle + James 5:7-1

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being
patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. *You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord
is at hand. *Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that
you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.
"As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. ''Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand, as able.
Holy bospel + Matthew I[.7-15

P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11™
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

*Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he



sent word by his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who
is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: ° the blind receive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.” "As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?
A reed shaken by the wind? *What then did you go out to see? A
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings’ houses. "What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. '°This is he of
whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’

HTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen
no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. '*From the days of John the
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,
and the violent take it by force. *For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, *and if you are willing to accept it, he is
Elijah who is to come. '’He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

(P)  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Lreed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisi-

ble.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds,

11
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God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And | believe in
one holy Christian and Apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.

Hymn of the Day Hymn + [SE 554
Arise, O Christian People
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your -selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and low - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; riu sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world  is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text (sts. 1-4) and Tune: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Sermon + Matthew I-1-7
Uffering

[ffering Verse + Fsalm 146:5

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God.

Please stand, as able.

13
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[ftertory Hymn + [SF 805
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all  bless - ings flow; Praise Him, all
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host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.
Text (st. 1) and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Please be seated.
Frayer of the Lhurch

F@

Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all
people as they have need.

Brief silence
(each petition will conclude:)

let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

O blessed Lord, we are not worthy of Your grace and favor,
and yet You continue to lavish upon us the riches of Your
mercy. Hear the prayers of Your people who cry to You on
behalf of themselves and all those in need. Grant to us the
sufficient grace to supply all that we need for this body and
this life, until that day when Christ comes again to bring us
into Your eternal presence to praise Your goodness
forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and



reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Amen.
Please stand, as abl.
Service of the Sacrament

P}  The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P]  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is truly good, right, and salutary...with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying.

Sanctus

FPrayer of [hanksgiving

P]  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

15



Lord s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Wards of Dur Lord

Fax Domini
(P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

16



Amen.

+ Distribution of the Blessed Sacrament +

N>

Agnus Dei

Please be seated

Distrigution Hymn + [SF 549
A lamb of bod Favorite

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One
2 Praise the One
3 Let us praise

who breaks the dark - ness

who blessed the chil - dren With

With a
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a strong, yet

the Word In -car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant wus  peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry  dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text (sts. 1-3): © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100012779, Unknown: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service

Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Distrigution Hymn + [SE 67/
A Lamb of biod Favorite

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - vy, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less  eye, Veil their fac -es  to the  pres - ence
o} ‘ . . . ‘ .
o1 | | I ] T | I | I o 11 I ]
Bre o o2 Pz el e o T o0
For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
Iu - 1a! Al - le -1lu-1a Lord Most High!”
Text (sts. 1-4) and Tune: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Distrioution Hymn + [SE 56/
O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’n!
40 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.

O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,

We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text (sts. 1-4) and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

[able Rlessing

Please stand, as able.

Nunc Dimittis + LSE 2N

+ Lollect for Grace +

P)  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a



foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
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to Your ho - ly hil, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho sen Is - ra el.
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
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forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P}  Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P}  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look

upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Llosing Hymn + LSE 346 vs 5 654
A Lamb of bod Favorite

When All the World Was Cursed
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3 Be - hold the Lamb of God Thatbearstheworld’ srans-gres - sion,
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, That we re-ceive, re - joic - ing,

Whose sac - ri - fice re- moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,

I | - |
=t
Q) ' I I [ I
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our  sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
[ W B . .
P e — Fe——F T
!’W—d—'_f—d—r—r - [ | | i —1 i |
Q) I I ' o o d-
Who for our peace and joy Will  full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100012779.
Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®=
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o ThdAST INTHE KINGDOM OF HEAVENIS GREATER THANHE.

THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST; YET
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